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Biltaji meets Darawsheh over tourism 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Tourism and Antiq- 
uines Aqel Biltaji discussed with head of the Arab- 
Israeli Democratic Party and Member of Knesset 
Abdul Wahab Darawsheh means of raising the num- 
ber of Arab-Israeli tourists to the Kingdom. Mr. 
Darawsheh said that Arab-Israelis have a strong desire 
to visit Jordan. "The number of Anib-Israeii tourists to 
the Kingdom is on the rise since they are offered good 
facilities and services and that they are treated Its if 
they were in their home. We will hold a touristic con- 
ference in Nasareth to forge tourism to Jordan and 
will take part in the Kingdom’s festivities for the pan- 
Arab Games which will be held in the year 2000,” Mr 
Darawsheh said. 
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Norway’s Labour wins 33.1 per l 

OSLO (AFP) — Norway's ruling Labour Pari 

33.1 per cent of the vote in Monday’s legislative ^ 
tions, below the “magic’’ figure of 36.9 per d 
wanted to remain in office, according to the first 

cia! preliminary figures. The projection was base 
27 municipalities. Labour Prime Minister ThorbJ 
Jagtand had stressed that his party would resign » 
did not win the 36.9 per cent of votes won in the 1. 
elections in 1993. A centrist coalition, consisting i 
the Christian People’s Party, the Liberals and the Cen 
tre Party, won 26.2 per cent of voter sympathies, while 
die Conservatives took 13.8 per cent. The official fig- 
ures made the extreme-right Progressive Party the 
second- largest party in Norway with a record score of 

17.1 per cent. Voter turnout is estimated at 77.2 per 
cent, according to the official figures. 
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Palestinian prisoners 
stage 24-hour 
hunger strike 

BETHLEHEM (AFP) — 
The 3,400 Palestinian 
prisoners in Israeli jails 
staged a 24-hour hunger 
sirike Monday to protest 
against prison conditions 
and detention without 
trial, a prisoners’ associa- 
tion here said. Issa Kara- 
ka. head of the Bethle- 
hem-based Prisoners’ 
Association. said the 
Palestinian prisoners 
would step up their 
protests if prison condi- 
tions were not improved. 
He said the hunger strike 
was culled to protest 
against prison conditions, 
administrative detention 
and the incarceration of 
Israeli common law crim- 
inals in the same cells as 
Palestinians. Some 3,000 
Palestinians are impris- 
oned in Israel according 
to the association and 432 
are in administrative . 
detention. 

Arafat holds 
talks with 
Mubarak in Egypt 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
, discussed the Middle East 
peace process with Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat in the Mediter- 
ranean resort of Burj Ai 
Arab Monday, presiden- 
tial sources said. The talks 
follow a mission by U.S. 
Secretary' of State 
Madeleine Albright to 
explore ways of reviving 
Middle East peacemak- 
ing. 

3 Iraqis killed, 

11 hurt in minefield 
on Greek- 
Turkeborder 

ATHENS (AFP) — Three 
Iraqi Kurds attempting to 
slip illegally into Greece 
were killed and 1 1 injured 
in a minefield on the bor- 
der between Greece and 
Turkey, the Greek army 
said Monday. A statement 
issued by the army's high 
command said the acci- 
dent occurred overnight 
Sunday to Monday when 
a group of 62 Iraqi Kurds 
crossed the minefield, set- 
ting off rwo landmines, in 
spite of signs warning of 
danger and a double wire 
fence. The army said 
those left trapped in the 
minefield had been res- 
cued and the injured taken 
to hospital. The remainder 
of the group of would-be 
immigrants were taken to 
a nearby police station. 

Italy urges 
European 
ambassadors 
to return to Iran 

ROME (AFP) — Italian 
Foreign Minister Lamber- 
to Dini urged European 
Union states Monday to 
lake up Iran’s invitation to 
return [heir ambassadors 
to Tehran, because of the 
new moderate regime in 
the country. The issue is 
due to be discussed at a 
meeting of EU foreign 
ministers in Brussels later 
Monday. ELI ambassadors 
were withdrawn five 
months ago because of a 
German court ruling that 
linked Iranian leaders 
with the 1992 assassina- 
tion in Berlin of four Iran- 
ian dissidents. "Now that 
a new moderate govern- 
ment has invited them 
back, it seems to us that 
we cannot continue to not 
have our ambassadors in 
Tehran.” Mr. Dini told the 
Paris-based International 
Herald Tribune. 


King, Zeroual discuss ties, 
Algeria’s war on violence 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special in the JonJun Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein and Algerian 
President Liamine Zeroual 
Monday strongly con- 
demned "‘terrorist acts” ‘in 
Algeria and expressed 
hope that these acts will 
come to an end in the near 
future. Jordan Television 
reported. 

""We spoke about our 
joint pain, about what we 
see happening, and what 
we condemn and feel dis- 
gusted when it happens,’* 
the King said following a 
meeting with President 
Zeroual, who arrived here 
in a three-day visit. 

“These crimes are corn- 
mined in the name of reli- 
gion and faith, whereas 
religion and faith are far 
away from it," the King 
said in a short statement to 
the press following the 
meeting. 

These crimes "provoke 
everyone of us vis-a-vis 
his religion, his Arabism 
and his humanity. I hope 
that with the wise leader- 
ship in Algeria and with 
the support of the Algerian 
people, Algeria will reach 
the status that we all 
aspire," he added. 

Since the 1992 parlia- 
mentary elections, when 
the Algerian government 
revoked a landslide victory 
by the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS), more than 
60.000 people were killed 
in the north African coun- 
try. 

The cancellation of the 
elections led to a series of 
deadly attacks which tar- 


geted civilians and offi- 
cials alike. 

President Zeroual said 
that his government is firm 
and determined to continue 
its campaign to uproot 
“terrorism” and bring life 
in Algeria back to normal. 

"We informed His 
Majesty of the strong will 
of the Algerian people and • 
its government to elimi- 
nate once and for all terror- 
ism which is alien to our 
culture.” said President 
Zeroual, who arrived from 
Syria. 

During their meeting at 
the Royal Palace, which 
was attended by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan and senior officials 
from both sides, the two 
leaders discussed the inter- 
nal affairs of Algeria, 
bilateral relations and the 
logjam in the peace 
process. 

Mr. Zeroual briefed the 
King on the latest develop- 
ment in Algeria and the 
economic, political and 
security achievements of 
the "national correction” 
programme, which the 
Algerian government is 
implementing against the 
groups behind violence. 
He did not elaborate. 

Mr. Zeroual said that his 
country was ready to 
extend help to revive the 
peace process between the 
Arabs and Israel and called 
upon Tel Aviv to withdraw 
from all Arab occupied ter- 
ritories as a prerequisite 
condition for a comprehen- 
sive and just peace in the 
region. 

The King reiterated Jor- 
dan's position to achieve a 
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His Majesty King Hussein greets AJ 
dent Liamine Zeroual upon nis arriv; 
Monday (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


ets Algerian Presi- 
arrivaj in Amman 


fair and honest peace 
"based on international 
legitimacy and the imple- 
mentation of all agree- 
ments signed." 

The two leaders also said 
that they will work towards 
speeding up coordination 
between Arab countries 
and avoiding current prob- 
lems among Arab states in 
order to unify Arab ranks. 

The Algerian president 
said that the two sides will 
sign several agreements 
that would enhance the 
cooperation and ties 
between the two countries. 


Among the agreements 
to be signed on Tuesday, 
the two sides will sea) "a 
maritime transportation 
accord between Jordanian 
and Algerian ports. 

The Algerian president is 
accompanied by a surge 
delegation which includes 
ministers of forttgirs? fairs, 
higher education and sci- 
entific research, trans- 
portation and trade. 

Following the meeting. 
His Majesty conferred 
upon the Algerian presi- 
dent the AI Hussein Ben 
Ali Medal. 


Israel to lift blockade, release PNA funds 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu held out an 
olive branch to the Pales- 
tinians Sunday, promising 
to lift an internal blockade 
on the West Bank and pay 
millions of dollars owed to 
the cash-strapped Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA). 

The Israeli government 
also announced it would 
veto a controversial Jewish 
settlement project in an 
Arab district of Arab east 
Jerusalem, which the Pales- 
tinians want as the capital 
of a future state. 

It is the first major break- 
through in the seven-month 
old crisis in the peace 
process which was sparked 
by Israeli settlement build- 
ing and exacerbated by 
Islamist bombings in 
Jerusalem over the past 
eight weeks. 

the announcements fol- 
low hot on the heels of U.S. 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright's visit 
to Israel and the Palestinian 
territories last week during 
which she said she had not 
achieved “a grear deal.” 

But Sunday. Ms. Albright 
said: "They |the Israeli 
leadership! heard my mes- 
sage.” 

Israel's steps appear to 
heed Ms. Albright’s criti- 
cism of its withholding of 
around SI 00 million of 
funds owed to the Palestini- 
ans and her cal! for a freeze 
on settlement building on 
occupied Arab lands. 

"There is a need for Full- 
filment of obligations. I can 
fully understand that it is 
very difficult jto operate 
under the threat of terror 
but mutual obligations are 
essential," she said at a 
joint press conference in 
Amman with -His Majesty 
Kins* Huv*cin. 



Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Fayez Tarawneh bids farewell to U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine Albright as she leaves Jordan for Lebanon, the last leg 
of her maiden Middle East tour (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 
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(Continued on page 7) 


BEIRUT (AFP) — U.S.^ 
Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright called 
Monday for un end to (he 
violent status quo in south 
Lebanon, following a recent 
upsurge in fighting between 
Israel ami Lebane.se groups. 

"The recent tragic vio- 
lence in the south of the 
country has underlined that 
the status quo is not accept- 
able.” she told businessmen 
during a visit lo Beirut. 

"Any lasting settlement 
between Lebanon and Israel 
must include true security 
for Israel, full sovereignty 
for Lebanon over all its" ter- 
ritories and real peace with 
normal relations” she 
added. 

Israel has occupied a 
huffier strip in south 


Lebanon since 1985 to pro- 
tect its northern border from 
attacks by anii-lsraeli 
Lebanese groups. 

Ms. Albright reiterated 
U.S. support for the Interna- 
tional Ceasefire Monitoring 
Committee in south 
Lebanon, which monitors 
an April 1996 accord under 
which both sides are sup- 
posed to spare civilians in 
their conflict. 

She said she could not be 
hopeful of new talks to kick- 
start the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks of the peace 
process, but said she would 
hold separate meetings with 
the foreign ministers of 
Israel. Lebanon and Syria 
on the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan must build sound 
economy able to cope with 
global change — Crown Prince 


By Nadia Mukhiis 

Special lit the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan said Monday that 
the Kingdom musr build a 
sound national economy 
that can compete on the 
international market and 
cope with regional and 
global changes. 

To achieve that, he said, 
“economic policies must 
develop through continu- 
ous interaction and dia- 
logue among the govern- 
ment. industries, academia 
as well as training and 
research institutes.” 

In a speech delivered on 
behalf of Crown Prince 
Hassan by Deputy Prime 
Minister for Development 
Affairs Jawad Anani at the 
opening session of the 
Fifth Science Week 
launched yesterday, the 
Prince noted that the world 
has witnessed fundamental 
changes that led to the lib- 
eralisation of world trade, 
and allowed for the free 
movement of capital and 
information. 

“We are living in a world 
that is increasingly shrink- 
ing, globalism is a reality 
that no one can ignore,” he 
said. 

That, the Crown Prince 
said, posed a challenge to 


emerging economies. 
Globalism, he said, "can 
bring enormous benefits to 
those who learn how to 
respond to it. and the only 
viable response is one that 
entails the adoption of well 
thought-out and clearly 
articulated policies that 
take note of the changing 
rules governing the global 
scene.” 

The Fifth Science Week 
held thu; year under the 
theme: "Enhancing Jordan- 
ian Competitiveness, Qual- 
ity, Productivity, Trans- 
parency and Accountabili- 
ty,” aims at “formulating 
practical and i mp I e- 
men table recommenda- 
tions that can help Jordan 
cope with the dramatic 
economic and technologi- 
cal changes that are fast 
transforming our world,” 
Prince Hassan said. 

In a world that is increas- 
ingly shrinking interaction 
among all sectors and 
forces of production, a free 
flow of information, inter- 
disciplinary coordination 
as well as openness to the 
world and to the experi- 
ence of other nations. have 
all become essential ingre- 
dients in articulating poli- 
cies that take note of the 
changing global rules. 

“We have gone a consid- 
erable way in integrating 


our economy into the glob- 
al economy” the Prince 
&aid. 

Noting that Jordan has 
already initialled an associ- 
ation agreement with the 
European Union, whici 
“provides enormous oppor 
tunnies for economic, cul ■ 
rural and political coopera 
tion with 26 other Euro 
pean and Mediterranean 
countries.” the Prince said 
he hoped that by the yeaf 
2010 these countries will 
establish what would be 
the largest free trade area 
in the world. Jordan has 
also started its accession 
process to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). 
Prince Hassan noted. 

“These are developments 
that offer both challenges 
and opportunities. Utilis- 
ing these opportunities 
requires genuine reforms, 
in our economic system, 
planning and thinking if 
we are to render our econo- 
my compatible with the 
global economy,” he 
added. 

He said that the type of 
thinking and action was the 
one taken by Jordan and 
other industrial countries 
“in their search for viable 
mechanism to 


(Continued on page 7) 


Israeli settlers move into Arab 
Jerusalem; block Hebron road 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

JEWISH SETTLERS 
waved Israeli flags in tri- 
umph Monday from two 
buildings they took over in 
an Arab neighbourhood in 
Ras AI Amoud, and dozens' 
of police deployed nearby 
to protect die settlers. 

Palestinians threw several 
stones at police guarding 
the settlers. Palestinian 
leaders warned more vio- 
lence would enipr unless 
the settlers were evicted 
immediately from the Ras 
AI Amoud neighbourhood 
of 1 1,000 Palestinians in 
Arab east Jerusalem, the 
district the Palestinians 
claim as a future capital. 

The settlers’ action threat- 
ened to trigger new con- 
frontations between Israelis 
and Palestinians at a time 
when both sides were try- 
ing to restore mutual trust 
at the urging of U.S. Secre- 
tary of w State Madeleine 
Albright who visited the 
region last week. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu met with securi- 
ty officials Monday to 
decide whether io order the 
settlers evicted on grounds 
of national security. 

Israel Radio said Mr. 
Netanyahu knew as early as 
a week ago that the settlers 
planned to move in. 

However, officials in 
Netanyahu’s office were 
quoted by the radio as say- 
ing they only learned late 
last night of the imminent 
takeover. 

Mr. Netanyahu asked his 
police minister to stop the 
sealers but was told police 
could not stop the takeover 
because the buildings are 
owned by Miami multi-mil- 
lionaire Irving Moskowitz 
who leased the properties to 
the settlers. 

An irritated Israeli For- 
eign Minister David Levy 
told army radio that for the 
sealers to “send a message 
about who dictates the 
moves instead of the gov- 
ernment. this is something 
thai weakens the sovem- 



A Jewish settler waves an Israeli flag Monday as he 
stands atop one of the two Arab homes that Jewish 
settlers moved into late last night in the Arab east 
Jerusalem neighbourhood of Ras AI Amoud. 
Behind is the Dome of the Rock inside the wails of 
the Old City, one of Islam's holiest shrines (Reuters 
photo) ^ 


ment, weakens the peace 
process, and is liable to 
spark unnecessary tension ” 

He said a “battalion" 
would be needed daily to 
protect the settlers but for 
the present ihey would 
remain. 

Three members of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s ruling coali- 
tion joined the " settlers 
Monday and urged him not 
to expel them. 

"Taking place on this dav 
in particular ... after Mrs. 
Albright's departure [on 
Friday] is only going to 
lead to an explosion." 
senior PNA official Fhisal 
Husseini said Sunday. 

Ahmad Abdul Rahman, 
general secretary' of the 
Palestinian cabinet, told 


Reuters that “sending set- 
tlers to live at Ras AI 
Amoud is a slap on the face 
of Mrs. Albright." 

Infrastructures Minister 
Ariel Sharon said a Jewish 
neighbourhood in Ras A I 
Amud would help break up 
the Palestinians’ territorial 
continuity and thwart their 
attempts to set up a capital 
in east Jerusalem. 

However. Mr. Levy said 
that the government’ must 
act cautiously and take 
Palestinian reactions into 
account. "If each side refus- 
es io listen and does what- 
ever he pleases it will lead 
to tension," Mr. Levy said. 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Syria, Algeria call for Israel 
to withdraw from Arab land 


DAMASCUS (AP) — 
President Hafez Assad and 
visiting Algerian President 
Lamine Zeroual on Mon- 
day called on Israel to with- 
draw from occupied Arab 
land and pull its troops out 
of Lebanon. 

The call came in a joint 
statement issued at the end 
of Mr. Zeroual ’s three-day 
visiL 

The communique, carried 
by the official Syrian Arab 
News Agency, also 
expressed concern over 
planned Israeli-Turkish- 
American military manoeu- 
vres. The three countries 
have scheduled naval 
manoeuvres in the Mediter- 
ranean Sea for November. 


It said that 1\nkish mili- 
tary cooperation with Israel 
contradicted “traditional 
ties between Turkey and the 
Arab Nation.” 

The Israeli-Arab peace 
process has ground to a halt 
since the election in May 
1996 of Israel's hard-line 
prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. I 

Israeli-Palestinian negoti- 
ations broke down last 
March after Mr. 
Netanyahu’s government 
went ahead with the con- 
struction of a new Jewish 
settlement in Arab east 
Jerusalem, which the Pales- 
tinians want as the capital 
of their future state. ■ 

Israel broke off peace 


talks with Syria in March 
1996 amid a series of 
bombings blamed on 
Islamists. 

Syria demands that Israel 
return the Golan Heights, 
occupied by Israel since the 
1967 Middle East war, in 
exchange for peace. 

Although the Labour gov- 
ernment that preceded Mr. 
Netanyahu's coalition had 
expressed willingness to do 
so, Mr. Netanyahu is 
opposed to letting go of the 
Golan Heights on security 
grounds. 

The communique held the 
Israeli government “fully 
responsible for undermin- 
ing the peace process by 
refusing to abide by already 


reached commitments and 
undertakings and to resume 
negotiations where they last 
broke up." % 

The two countries also 
urged Arab countries to 
implement Arab League 
resolutions calling for an 
end to normalisation of 
relations with Israel until it 
negotiates in good faith. 

The communique also 
said that Syria “strongly 
condemned the brutal mas- 
sacres committed lately 
against innocent civilians in 
Algeria." j 
A five-and-a-half year 
insurgency by | Islamists in 
Algeria has left more than 
60,000 people ^lead. 


Four 
Islamists 
sentenced 
to death 
in Egypt 


HUCKSTEP (AFP) — An 
Egyptian military coun sen- 
tenced four Islamist militants 
to death Monday for a wave 
of attacks in 1994 and 1995, 
including die murder of a 
general leading the fight 
against violence. 

The four were part of a 
group of 97 suspected mem- 
bers of Jamaa Islamiyaa, 
Egypt's largest militant 

organisation, on trial at die 
army base of Huckstep, north 
of Cairo. Among those con- 
demned to death was 

Mohammad Fawzi Ibrahim, 
who was already given a 
death sentence in another trial 
of Islamists in 1995. 

The Huckstep Court also 
handed down eight life sen- 
tences of hard labour, while 
54 were jailed for between 
three and 15 years with hard 
labour. Six defendants were 
sentenced to one to 10 years 
behind bars and 25 were 
acquitted. 

The military court's ver- 
dicts are not subject to appeal. 

For the first time, five 
women were in the dock of a 
military court, for concealing 
arms and membership in the 
outlawed Jamaa. Four of 
them, including a grandmoth- 
er, were jailed for between 
one and 15 years, and one 
acquitted. 

One of the accused, Hassan 
Sayed Hassan. 30, died in 
prison. His lawyer, Muntassar 
A1 Zayat, charged that his 
death wa s caused by neglecL 

A total of 91 Islamic mili- 
tants have been semenced to 
death since a wave of Islamic 
militants unrest which erupt- 
ed in Egypt in March 1992 
and has cost some 1 .230 lives. 
Fifty-seven executions have 
been carried out. 


Palestinian deputy protests 
‘arbitrary’ Israeli arrests; 


BETHLEHEM (AFP) — 
A Palestinian deputy on 
■Monday condemned the 
“arbitrary " arrest of 11 
Palestinians by foe Israeli 
army in a village near the 
West Bank town of Beth- 
lehem. 

Salah Tamari said foe 
youths, aged 16 to 25, 
were picked up at their 
homes in the village of 
Shawarah late on Sunday 
night. 

Mr. Tamari, who repre- 
sents Bethlehem on the 


Palestinian Legislative 
Council, demanded their 
immediate release, saying 
“these arbitrary arrests 
violate human rights." 

He said the families of 
those detained had been 
given no reason for their 
arrest and no information 
about where they were 
being held. 

Mr. Tamari said Israeli 
security officials had also 
confiscated three cars 
belonging to residents of 
foe village. 


The Israel army has 
rounded up abound 400 
Palestinians who its says 
have links to Hamas since 
foe group's military wing, 
the Izzeddine A1 Qassam 
Brigade, claimed respon- 
sibility for two bombings 
in Jerusalem in foe past 
seven weeks which left 20 
Israelis dead. 

Palestinian police 
uncovered a Hamas cell in 
the village of Beit Sahour 
near Bethlehem in July. 




ress attache, Steve Thibault, fol- 
State Madeleine 


Women activists protest in front of U.S. mission 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN — Representa- 
tives of Jordanian women 
organisations Monday 
staged a sit-in near the U.S. 
embassy in Amman to 
protest against what they 
described as “pro-Israel 
remarks" made by U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Madeleine 
Albright during her visit to 
Israel last week. 

Emily Nafa’a, one of the 
organisers of the protest 
told reporters that the sit-in 


was to express objection to 
U.S. policy in general and 
Ms. Albright's remarks in 
particular. 

“Ms. Albright arrived [in 
foe Middle East] to ensure 
the security of Israel. But 
Israeli security cannot be 
guaranteed through occupa- 
tion and continuous aggres- 
sive policies against the 
Palestinian people," Ms. 
Nafa'a. a communist candi- 
date for the autumn parlia- 
mentary elections, said. 

“The women organisa- 
tions in Jordan denounce the 


American policy which is 
biased towards [Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin] 
Netanyahu who has put the 
regional security on top of a 
volcano crater." she added. 

The secretary of state, who 
on Monday concluded a 
regional tour which took her 
to Israel, the Pales tinian 
self-rule areas. Syria. Egypt. 
Saudi Arabia, Lebanon as 
well as Jordan, urged the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity tPNA) to clamp down on 
what she termed as “terrorist 
organisations" responsible 


for a series of suicide bomb- 
ings in Israel. 

She also criticised Israel 
for foe “unilateral steps" it 
undertook, saying these 
steps undermined peace- 
making in foe region. Pales- 
tinians were sceptical about 
the outcome of foe visit 

During the one-hour 
peaceful protest foe women 
handed a letter of protest to 
the press attache at the U.S. 
embassy. Steve Thibault, 
who told them that he will 
convey the letter to his gov- 
ernment 


GCC not funding militant groups — S. Arabia 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Ara- 
bia's foreign minister said 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states were not 
funding Islamist groups 
opposed to the Middle East 
peace process. 

“Arab states are support- 
ing the Palestinian govern- 
ment. If it wishes to extend 
it to another party this is its 
concern," Prince Saud AI 
Faisal told the Saudi- 
owned Arabic newspaper 


Al Hayat. 

Prince Saud was refer- 
ring to comments made by 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright during 
a two-day visit to Saudi 
Arabia in which she said 
Arabs should extend assis- 
tance to the self-rule Pales- 
tinian National Authority. 

Ms. Albright, who met 
foreign ministers of the six 
GCC states in the Saudi 
resort of Abha Sunday, 


urged oil-rich Gulf Arabs 
to damp down on. fund- 
raising for Islamist groups 
accused of stfCet bombings 
in Israel. 

She said Arab states had 
a responsibility to “work 
against foe enemies of 
peace” and “do your 
utmost to ensure no assis- 
tance of any kind reaches 
the practitioners of extrem- 
ist violence, such as 
Hamas.” 


Israel charges that Islam- 
ic trusts in Saudi Arabia 
and elsewhere raise funds 
for Hamas, which has been 
blamed for two bombings 
that have killed 20 Israelis 
since July 30. 

Gulf states retort that 
Hamas and similar groups 
manage to raise funds even 
in foe United States despite 
efforts by foe U.S. admin- 
istration to prevent it. 


Iran slams claims over nuclear arms 


TEHRAN (R) — Iran Mon- 
day described as “despicable” 
claims by foe United States 
and Israel that foe Islamic 
republic posed a danger to the 
region by arming itself with 
nuclear weapons and ballistic 
missiles. 

“The Foreign Ministry’s 
spokesman, Mahmoud 
Moharamadi said Monday 
that the Zionist [Israeli] cir- 
cles’ allegations and rumours 
against the Islamic Republic 
are reflections of their desper- 


ation and condemned the 
allegations as despicable.’ 7 foe 
Islamic Republic News 

Agency (TRNA ) said. 

“The spread of baseless 
rumours such as..Jran’s 

attempts to build long-range 
nuclear weapons, are prompt- 
ed by the failure of the Zion- 
ist regime in its expansionist 
policies...," IRNA quoted Mr. 
Mohammadi as saying. 

Israeli Prime Minister 

Benyamin Netanyahu and 
U.S. Secretary of State 


Madeleine Albright Thursday 
voiced concern at the danger 
they said foe Islamic republic 
posed to the Middle East by 
arming itself with nuclear 
weapons and ballistic mis- 
siles. 

Washington has been con- 
cerned about reports that 
Russia and China were help- 
ing Iran build long-range 
nuclear missiles and has for 
years followed reports of 
Iran's efforts to acquire 
nuclear technology. 


Gulf Arab newspapers describe Albright tour of the Middle Eastern as a failure 


DUBAI (Agencies) — Gulf Arab 
newspapers Monday criticised 
U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright’s maiden tour of foe Mid- 
dle East and branded it a failure. 

“She did not manage to revive 
the Syrian-Israeli negotiations. 
She did not work to stop Israel’s 
collective punishment of Palestini- 
ans, and she failed to convince 
Arab states to attend the Doha 
summit," said foe Saudi daily Al 
Bilad. 

For Al Rai Al Am in Kuwait, the 
secretary of state “ignored foe 
crux of the problem in the Middle 
East which accounts for the lack 
of results” during her six-day tour 
which started last Wednesday. 

“Albright must definitely make 


more visits to the region to get to 
know foe problems more deeply, 
and she must certainly take a bal- 
anced stand in harmony with foe 
hopes of foe people in the region 
who want peace ” it said. 

A columnist in the Kuwaiti daily 
Al Anba questioned whether Ms. 
Albright’s position in urging Arab 
attendance at the Doha economic 
summit was that of an indepen- 
dent mediator. 

“At the end of her Arab tour 
Albright gathered with foe Gulf 
states in Abha [Saudi Arabia] to 
pressure them to attend foe Middle 
East conference in Qatar, which is 
considered a project to support the 
economy and policy of Israel. 

“In all that, is there neutrality in 


the action of foe mediator 
Albright?" the columnist asked. 

In foe United Arab Emirates, Al 
Bayan said it was “illogical" for 
Ms. Albright to have asked foe 
Gulf Arab states at talks in Saudi 
Arabia on Sunday to be “gener- 
ous" in their aid for foe Palestini- 
ans under Israeli blockade. 

“Albright would have done bet- 
ter to look for ways to break the 
deadlock in the peace process and 
to put pressure on Israel to force it 
to lift the blockade instead of ask- 
ing other countries to pay up,” foe 
paper said. 

“The logic of Albright does not 
inspire confidence between the 
Arabs and the U.S. administra- 
tion," said Al Bayan. 


The Gulf News, also in foe 
LIAE. said Ms. Albright had “done 
nothing to enhance her reputation 
amoDg Arabs. She came to foe 
Middle East as a known sympa- 
thiser of IsraeL.. She leaves foe 
region with her reputation intact." 

“What is happening in foe 
region is very serious and Albright 
did not bring anything new" said 
Al Watan in Qatar, which in 
November is to host foe Arab- 
Israeli economic summit backed 
by foe U.S. 

In Baghdad. Iraqi newspapers 
also described Ms. Albright’s 
regional tour as a failure, saying 
Ms. Albright’s Middle East tour 
has fell short of reviving the peace 
process. 


“Albright cannot succeed where 
her envoy Dennis Ross failed... 
both failed to pressurise [Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin] 
Netanyahu into accepting foe idea 
of exchanging land-for-peace " the 
English daily Baghdad Observer 
said. 

“Albright can never be a neutral 
peace broker.. .she is mainly con- 
cerned with Israeli security 
regardless of Arab rights and 
grievances .” the paper said. 

The paper said foe best solution 
was that ‘ ‘Talestinian and 
Lebanese freedom fighters should 
continue their struggle until foe 
enemy is forced to retreat and 
withdraw its occupying forces 
from all Arab territories.''" 


The government newspaper Al 
Jumhouriyah said: “Albright's 

visit has shrugged off for ever 
dreams of some Arab rulers who 
have imagined that America can 
be a friend to foe Arabs.” 

“The best unique Arab option is 
work within President Saddam 
Hussein's learlier] call to hold an 
Arab summit to discuss the Pales- 
tinian issue only" AJ Jumhouriyah 
said. 

Iraq, which fired scores of Scud 
missiles ai Israel during the 1991 
Gulf war over Kuwait, is still the- 
oretically at war with Israel. 

Its official media carried reports 
opposing the making of peace by 
Arabs with Israel. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TfeL77311M9 

PROGRAMME TWO 

14:10.. Sando Can 

Me» .CJLO. 

15:00 Square One TV 

15:30 Skippy 

16:00 —Album Show 

17:00 French Programmes 

19r00 -News in French 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 - Coach 

20KW -.Tilt 

20i30 Encounter 

21:10 Doc. — Nature of Things 

22:00 -News in English 

22:30 — Great Defender 

23:15 .... — I Remember Nelson 
23:59__ End of TX 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:57 J=ajr 

06:15 (Sunrise) Duha 

12:31 Dhuhr 

16:01 *Asr 

18:46 Maghreb 

2<h04 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. TeL 810740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 

Church of the Annuncia tion 
Tel. 637440. 

De la SaDe Church Tel. 
661757. 



AND CALENDAR 


Terra Sancta Church TeL 
622366 

Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

TeL 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932 

Church of Nazarene Tel. ■ 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


active, and seas calm. 


. 224/37 


17/36 

Jordan VaDey 

'Ann 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 33, Aqaba 36 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 44 per 
cent, Aqaba 47 per cent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depan- 
metU of Meteorology 
Relative warm weather condi- 
tions will prevail with winds 
northwesterly to northeasterly 
moderate and dusty in the south- 
ern and eastern pans of the 
Kingdom In Aqaba, it will be 
hot and occasionally dusty, 
winds northerly moderate to 


NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dg team Agnar 

DcNidalAs'ad. 

Dr Khaldoun KJoub„ T 
Dr. Osama HiBsdni„ 
Ferdows pharmacy .. 
AlAsema pharmacy 
Al Salam pharmacy . 
Yacoub pharmacy . 
Shmeisam pharmacy 
Nairoukh pharmacy . 
Najib pharmacy 


-890504 

..751672 

..8167 15 

...847289 

...778336 

—637055 

—636730 

,...644945 

-.637660 

—623672 

,...847632 


IRBID: 

Dr Gazi Ta'amneh. 250080 

Al Quds pharmacy .( — ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. NabOSafarinj 901323 


KhaKfeb pharmacy — 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre ...63711 1 
Civa Defence Dept ......661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ..199 
Rescue Police 192. 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade - -617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway PoDce 843402 

’fraffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints -661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints -.7871 1 1 

Telephone Information (tfirec- 

toiy assistance)— — 121 

Overseas CaBs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television .773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan ..— .7741 1 1 

Water Authority 6801 00 

Jordan Electridtv Authority 

.815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 


Information 


RJ Flight 
0853200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200. 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity 64428 1/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 

.642362 

Malhas, J. Amman .636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani ....60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali 666 1 26/37 

Al-Ahfi, Abdali .6641 64/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Ai-Bashir 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital -...674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery .._.S65 1 99 


(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

— (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
<02)247100 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALLA 
AIRPORT 
ARRIVALS 


16:40 Istnabul (TK) 

17:45 -.Doha (GF) 

18:05 Kiev(6U) 

21-JO Tel Aviv fLY) 

22:50 - Aden (TY) 

23:35 LamaratCY) 

23:45 Amsterdam (KL) 

00:55 Bucharest (RO) 

01:25 — Jakarta (GA) 

03:00 Rome(AZ) 

W:25 -London (BA) 


Royal Wings (RW> flights 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:05.._ Damascus < RJ) 

08:05 Sanaa (RJ) 

10: 15... Abu Dhabi, Al'Ain i RJ > 

10:25 Beirut (RJ) 

10:40 Muscat. Duhai (RJi 

10:45 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

1 1:30 Aqaba (add) (RJ ) 

17:15 Cairo (RJ) 

17:30. London (RJ) 

17:40..New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17:40 - Frankfurt (RJi 

18:30 Chicago. Amsterdam ( RJ j 
20:45- Tunis (add) (RJ) 


08:45 Aqaba (RW) 

10r05 ...Amman (QAIA)iRW) 
10:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW.j 

18:20 Tel Aviv (RW) 

19:30 ...-Amman(QAIA)iRW) 

Aqaba (RW) 

23:50 Amman (Marka Airport) 
(RW) 


13:10,. 


13:15... 


14:05.... 


14:05... 


21:25 

loofah fRJ) 

21:45 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

22:00 ... Abu DhabL Dubai (RJ) 
22: 15... Damascus, Laraaca (RJ) 
22:25 Kuala Lumpur.Singapore (RJI 

Other Flights 

04 JO Rivadh(SV) 

10:00.. 


12:00... 


17:40 . 


19:00... 

Doha (RJ) 

19:05 . 


20:15 


22:50 . 

Tel AvivfLY) 

23:50 
01:55 . 
02:25 .. 

„..Aden(TY) 

02:30.. 



departures 


01:00 Athens fOMt 

OMM) Rome (AZ) 


ZARQA: 

Zanp Govt Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

...(09)900560 


Ibn Sinft Hospital ..(09)986732 
Al HTkma Modern Hospital 


Other Flights 

09:00 - Cairo (MS) 

11:00 Al ‘Arish tadd'i (PF) 

12:45 Shariqah (add) (GF) 

13:00 Riyadh (SV) 

14:3 0 Dubai i EK) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

"-Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

09:00 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

I“ :0 ° Tunis (add) (RJ) 

12:15 ...Amsterdam. Montreal 
Toronto (RJ) 

12:25 Vienna. Frankfan (RJ) 
Geneva, Brussels (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights * 
°7:45 Amman (Marka 
(RW) 

09:15 Aqaba <W 

10 JO ....Amman (QAlA) (8$^, 
17:45 Amman (Maria Airpo^l 
(RW) 

18:55 Tel Aviv (TO 

21 JO ... Amman (QAlAjffi 
22:50 ---Aqaktf 
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Jordan Times, Tuesday, September 16, 1997 


Queen Noor opens first Jordanian Four opposition members retract 
architectural conservation conference resignations ’out of respect’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Mon- 
day opened the First Confer- 
ence on the Conservation of 
Jordanian Architectural Her- 
itage at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, according to a press 
release Monday. 

The three-day conference, 
organised by the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment, com- 
prises lectures on issues 
ranging from documentation 
and restoration of traditional 
villages in the context of 
community development 
projects to balancing sus- 
tainable tourism with devel- 
opment of historical sites, 
the announcement contin- 
ued. 

According to the confer- 
ence’s Higher Committee 
spokesperson Marwan 
Fa’ouri, the objectives are to 
“raise awareness of die 
importance of the preserva- 
tion of archaeological and 
historic architectural sites, 
prepare a national register 
identifying architectural her- 
itage sites, and encourage 
the government and private 
sectors to benefit from her- 
itage sites, especially in die 
field of tourism,” the state- 
ment said. 

Queen Noor, who opened 
the conference's architectur- 
al exhibition, expressed her 
encouragement at seeing 


projects that she followed 
and supported before her 
marriage and that laid the 
foundation for subsequent 
efforts in this field, the press 
release continued. 

She noted that this confer- 
ence corresponds with 
“heightened interest in Jor- 
dan’s architectural heritage,” 
citing the recent “studies of 
traditional village and urban 
architecture, the establish- 
ment of die Jordanian Archi- 
tectural Heritage Society, 
and an upsurge in the 
restoration of old houses for 
use as residences, shops, or 
office space." The Queen 
added that these restored 
houses, many of which have 
been “re-adapted to accom- 
modate income-generating 
projects geared toward the 
revival of traditional handi- 
crafts and environmental 
conservation, have become 
as important to present gen- 
eration as they were to those 
who built them in the past,” 
the announcement said. 

Queen Noor, who received 
a degree in architecture and 
urban planning at Princeton 
University, has been 
involved in developing and 
promoting culturally and 
environmentally sensitive 
architectural design and con- 
servation in Jordan. She 
established, in 1980, a 
National Committee for 


Public Buildings and Archi- 
tectural Heritage to research, 
record, preserve, and reha- 
bilitate historic buildings, 
raise the standard of modem 
architecture, and promote 
the study of Arab Islamic 
and ancient architecture and 
regional influences on Jor- 
danian architecture, the 
statement said. 

The Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation has renovated 
old farmhouses overlooking 
the Hellenistic palace at Iraq 
Ai Amir. The farmhouses 
have been transformed into a 
handicrafts village that will 
preserve the cultural heritage 
of the region and will be 
linked to the archaeological 
site, thus enhancing its 
touristic appeal and increas- 
ing the benefits to the com- 
munity, die press release 
read. 

Jordan, during the past five 
decades, has witnessed the 
abandonment of its historic 
villages and neighbourhoods 
and die subsequent over- 
expansion of its urban cen- 
tres. In order to reverse this 
trend, the Royal Society for 
die Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN), with the support of 
the government of Jordan 
and the World Bank, estab- 
lished a nature reserve in 
Dana, an abandoned village 
in the south, and began a 
project to revitalise it. the 


Crown Prince Hassan calls 
for integrated Arab World 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Monday said 
the need for an integrated 
.Arab World is growing 
rapidly in light of regional 
and international develop- 
ments. 

These developments make 
the need for inter-Arab 
cooperation and integration 
a basic requirement for sus- 
tainable economic develop- 
ment. Prince Hassan added. 

Addressing a group of vis- 
iting investors and represen- 
tatives of .Arab investment 
institutions, Prince Hassan 
called for creative ideas to 
contribute to ihe creation of 
an integrated Arab World 
and for the attainment of a 
common Arab institution- 
alised agenda to achieve that 


“Every minute that passes 
by without institutionalised 
action and efforts towards 
integration is bound to have 
negative effects on the Arab 
people's interests and cm the 
Arab countries’ capability to 
achieve economic develop- 
ment.” Prince Hassan 
warned. 

Prince Hassan, who spoke 
in the presence of Minister 
of Industry and Trade and 
Supply Hani Mulki and 
Central Bank Governor 
Ziyad Fariz, emphasised the 
importance of Jordan’s piv- 
otal role in building cooper- 
ation mid stimulating the 
work of die Arab World's 
institutions. 

He underlined the impor- 
tant role that the private sec- 
tor can play in the integra- 
tion of Arab states to 


achieve economic develop- 
ment. 

The Crown Prince said 
recently introduced legisla- 
tion has created an attractive 
environment for invest- 
ments, from which Arab 
capital may benefit. 

The Jordanian economy is 
heading in ihe right direc- 
tion and has started yielding 
positive and tangible results, 
due largely to the drastic 
reforms introduced to 
improve economic perfor- 
mance, encourage invest- 
ments, and promote the role 
of the private sector, he said. 

The investors are in 
Amman to take part in 


Housing 

meetings. 

Housing 

Chairman 


Bank’s 

Bank 

Zuhair 


Board 

Khouri 


also attended the meeting. 


Engineers association suspends 
300 members for not paying dues 


By Alia Shokri Hamzeh 

Special 10 the Jordan Times 

.AMMAN — The Jordan 
Engineers .Association (JEA) 
has taken steps to suspend 
300 of its registered mem- 
bers for failing to pay mem- 
bership fees, some for as 
long as IS years. 

According to Vice Presi- 
dent of JEA Husni Abu 
Gheida. “350 of our regis- 
tered engineers have not 
paid their fees for IS years, 
whilst an additional 500 
have not paid for 15 years." 

The annual membership 
fee is JD30. 

“The association's law 
demands that each member 
pay his or her fees within 
two years of registration; 
therefore all those in debt to 
the association are breaking 
the law, which entitles us to 
suspend their membership 
until they pay," Mr. Abu 
Gheida said. 

"The [detiquent] engineers 
owe the JEA about JDJ mil- 
lion. and we need this 
monev in order to finance 


FILM 

' * “Educating Rite"' at the 
British Council. Jabal 
Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* “Life and Works of 
Chilean pool Pablo Nercuda” 
b> Chilean .Ambassador to 
Jordan Jorcc lelesias at Insti- 
tute Cen antes. Jabal Amman 
;al 7:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Works hy Syrian am si Dr. 
Fateh Moudarres at Baladna 


our projects and provide pro- 
fessional scientific, and 
investment services to all 
members,” he explained. 

He said the suspension of 
membership is only a warn- 
ing and that defaulting engi- 
neers have three months to 
pay before their membership 
is revoked. 

According to the law. an 
engineer who is not a mem- 
ber of the association cannot 
practise the profession. 

Former association presi- 
dent Ibrahim Abu Ayash 
supported the measure, say- 
ing “the procedure should be 
repeated every two years to 
ensure payment by all." 

He said, however, that 
most of the engineers in 
question either left the coun- 
try long ago, or are working 
in different fields or have a 
private practice. 

Many of the suspended 
engineers listed in the papers 
Saturday live abroad and 
have no way of knowing the 
situation, while others, who 
refosed to give their names, 
said they "really do not care 


if their membership is sus- 
pended,” since they work in 
different fields. 

The remainder, however, 
criticised JEA for making 
the decision before contact- 
ing them personally. 

Saliba Khouri, an electron- 
ics engineer among the 300 
suspended, said he regis- 
tered in JEA in 1976 and has 
since changed profession. 
“Nonetheless, they should 
have contacted the engineers 
one by one to find out if they 
still practise before suspend- 
ing them and publishing 
their names in the papers,” 
he said. 

Royal Jordanian President 
Nader Dahabi said he was 
not contacted personally, 
and as a result, had no for- 
mer knowledge of the entire 
situation, but will contact the 
association about the issue. 

Mr. Abu Gheida said many 
have responded by paying 
their overdue fees, while 
others have sent e-mail mes- 
sages from abroad inquiring 
on how to pay. 


WHAT'S GOING ON 


An Gallerv, Gardens Street, 
until Sept. 25 (Tel. 5537598). 

* Exhibition of photographs 
about the life of Chilean poer 
Pablo Nercuda at Institute 
Cervantes, Jaba! Amman until 

Sept. 23. 

* Works by Darleen Wilker- 
son entitled “Arab Madinas in 

Batik" ai the Jordan Gratis 
Development Centre (Al 
Aydi). Jabal Amman, Second 
Circle, until SepL 25 (Tel. 
644555). 

* Works by Ali A! Yazbiki 
at ihe Jordan Plastic An Asso- 
ciation. Jabal Weibdeh. until 


Sept. 16. 

* Fourth Pottery Exhibition 
by Mahmoud Sadiq and 
Da’ad Al Mufleh ai Hamurabi 
Gallerv. Gardens Street, until 
SepL 19 (Tel. 5536098). 

* Paintings exhibition enti- 
tled “La Radioactivite’ “ at 
the French Cultural Centre, 
until SepL 30. 

* Paintings by Palestinian 

artists entitled “Palestine 
the Reality and the 
Dream" at the Jordan 
National Gallery' of Fine 
Arts, until Ocl 2 (except 
Tuesdays). } 


statement read. 

Queen Noor, the patron of 
the RSCN, visits Dona regu- 
larly to review the p ro gr e ss 
of the project, which 
involves the renovation of 
the original historic stone 
dwellings and provision of 
basic sen-ices and income- 
generating activities for the 
villagers, the statement said. 

According to the Antiqui- 
ties Law of 198S, buildings 
and monuments predating 
1700 AD must be protected 
and preserved; however, the 
law is not clear in its identi- 
fication of architectural her- 
itage post-dating 1700. Turn 
of the century buildings and 
traditional villages are in 
danger of being destroyed 
and the implementation of 
proper guidance for conser- 
vation projects in the area of 
planning and zoning control 
is imperative, the statement 
continued. 

Attending the conference 
with the Queen were HRH 
Princess Wijdan Ali, Sharif a 
Zein Nasser, Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment Tawfiq 
Kreishan, Minister of 
Tourism Akel Biltajl the 
Mayor of Amman Mamdouh 
Abbadi. and prominent 
architects from Jordan, 
Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, 
and Syria, the announcement 
concluded 

Queen Noor 
meets with 
president of 
Japanese 
development 
organisation 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor met 
Monday with Satoyo Ono, 
the president of the Japan- 
ese Nippon International 
Cooperation for Communi- 
ty Development (N1C- 
COD), a non-governmental 
organisation that supports 
and funds projects in 
diverse fields, including 
community development, 
educational empowerment 
of women, health care, 
refugee-relief, and environ- 
mental conservation, 

according to a press release 
Monday 

Queen Noor and Ms. Ono j 
discussed NICCOD’s dif- I 
ferent projects in Jordan and 
possibilities of expanding 
them, the statement added. 

NICCOD financed the 
Business and Professional 
Women's Club (BPWC), 
which was inaugurated last 
July by Queen Noor, the 
honorary president of the 
national federation of 
BPWC. The business incu- 
bator service, which is the 
first of its kind in Jordan 
and the Arab World, was 
established in co operation 
with the UNIFEM regional 
office in Amman, the press 
release concluded. 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Four of the six 
moderate Islamists who 
resigned from the Islamic 
Action Front (IAF) Execu- 
tive Committee in protest 
against the front’s decision to 
boycott the Nov. 4 parlia- 
mentary elections retracted 
their resignations Monday, 
party sources said. 

IAF Secretary General 
Ishaq Farhan, spokesperson 
Hamzeh Mansour, Executive 
Committee Secretary 
Mohammed Awaideh, and 
Financial Affairs Secretary 
Ahmad Tannash rescinded 
their decisions “out of 
respect” to the party’s higher 
decision-making body, die 
Shura Council, Mr. Mansour 
told the Jordan Times in a 
telephone interview Monday. 

“Upon the Shura Council's 
insistence, we were com- 
pelled io accept,” he said. 

The council had rejected 
die six leaders’ resignations 


and Friday called on the; 
resignees to retract their deci- 
sions until at least the end of 
the council’s mandate in 
December. 

The six members in the 17- 
strong Executive Committee 
submitted their resignations 
in July, when the council 
adopted the Muslim Brother- 
hood’s decision to boycott 
the upcoming elections, 
breaking with its past histoiy 
of dealing with the regime. 

T participated in leading 
the party with a certain 
vision and plan, stemming 
from a certain political pro- 
gramme. But in July, the IAF 
adopted a completely differ- 
ent political programme, 
based on different principles, 
and I felt I was not the right 
person in the right place any 
more," Mr. Mansour said. 

‘They (the IAF higher 
cadres) used to believe in 
sharing in the political life of 
the country, while the front’s 
new vision excludes parlia- 
mentary participation,” he 


added 

The two leaders who did 
not withdraw their resigna- 
tions are IAF former 
Deputies Bassam Emoosh 
and Abdullah Akaileh. 

Dr. Akaileh declined to 
elaborate on the reasons of 
his resignation, but suggest- 
ed (hat he considered it 
“final.” 

Dr. Emoush explained that 
he would not retract his res- 
ignation because “the rea- 
sons for my resignation still 
stand.” 

In interviews and columns 
in the Arabic press, Dr. 
Emoush repeatedly rejected 
as inadequate and illogical 
the Muslim Brotherhood’s 
explanations for the boycott. 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
and the IAF listed the 1994 
peace treaty with Israel and 
subsequent normalisation of 
ties, as well as the one-per- 
son, one-vote system and 
recent controversial amend- 
ments to die 1993 Press and 
Publications Law, as the rea- 


sons prompting their boycott 
decision. 

Dr. Emoush objected to 
such reasoning, saying that 
the Brotherhood should have 
called on its deputies, who 
sat in the Lower House under 
the insignia of the IAF, to 
resign when Parliament rati- 
fied the peace treaty. He also 
noted that the Brotherhood 
participated in the 1993 elec- 
tions, also held under the 
one-person, one-vote formu- 
la, and questioned whether 
public freedoms were at that 
time more extensive. 

However, he strongly 
denied speculations dial his 
or others’ resignations could 
result in the establishment of 
a new Islamic party to chal- 
lenge foe lAFs monopoly in 
the political arena. He also 
excluded foe possibility that 
he would run in the next 
elections, notwithstanding 
his disagreement with the 
front's boycott decision. 


Conference discusses necessity 
of transparency in public sector 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to The Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — The integration 
of transparency into the pub- 
lic sector to hold civil ser- 
vants, particularly those 
involved in the decision- 
making process, accountable 
for their actions was the 
major issue discussed at a 
roundtable meeting on trans- 
parency and accountability ar 
the Royal Scientific Society 
Monday. 

In his opening remarks. Dr. 
Jawad Ananl Deputy - Prime 
Minister for Development 
and Minister, of Stare for 
Prime Ministry Affairs said 
“transparency must become 
a common term in Jordan 
and should be clearly reflect- 
ed in decision-making, espe- 
cially where financial mat- 
ters are concerned.” 

Transparency and account- 
ability have become impor- 
tant as the Kingdom under- 
goes privatisation and builds 
its civil society capacity, the 
minister told the Jordan 
Times. 

Governments should be 


motivated by non-govern- 
mental organisations 

fNGOs) to take part in the 
creation of an institution 
based on transparency and 
accountability, he said. 

Jeremy Pope, President of 
Transparency International 
spoke about his anti-corrup- 
tion NGO. 

“Our mission is to curb 
corruption through 

international and national 
coalitions encouraging gov- 
ernments to establish and 
implement effective laws, 
policies, and anti-coiruption 
programmes,” he Said- 

According to the minister, 
Jordan needs to be exposed 
to the experiences of Trans- 
parency International, as Jor- 
dan “and many other coun- 
tries in foe world are not 
immune to corruption.” 

A modem state is one that 
is based on horizontal 
accountability, Mr. Pope 
said 

“In a totalitarian state, 
accountability is vertical. 
Orders come from the power 
vested at foe top. and so 
accountability is from the 


bottom upwards,” he 

explained. 

Transparency is important 
in minimis ing areas of abu- 
sive power and corruption. 
Mr. Pope explained. 

States abused their 
■power are ineffective, and 
there is a direct correlation 
between the loss of foreign 
investment and corruption, 
he said. 

A local - programme of 
diagnosis for transparency, 
accountability, and corrup- 
tion is usually tackled 
through a national chapter, 
Mr. Pope explained. 

‘This would require access 
to information, and the flow 
of information at the level of 
an independent judiciary,”^ 
added. / 

Accordingly, a praft 
national chapter for trans- 
parency in Jordan, compiled 
by Zuhair Kayed Director 
General of foe Institute of 
Public Administration, was 
discussed at the roundtable. 

He told the Jordan Times 
that “this national chapter for 
transparency is just an initia- 
tive to be debated and 


revised” 

Afterwards, it is to be 
established as an 
international chapter, he 
added 

There are approximately 
60 international chapters, 
with the purpose of promot- 
ing public awareness of cor- 
ruption and to improve civil 
servant services, the private 
sector, and NGOs, Dr. Kayed 
said- 

The eventual society 
endorsed by foe national 
chapter would be responsible 
for “ringing the bell” on sus- 
picious actions. Dr. Kayed 
detailed 

To become a member of 
Transparency International 
Jordan must apply for provi- 
sional accreditation and after 
two years may become a per- 
manent member, said Mr. 
Pope. 

This roundtable falls with- 
in a series of deliberations of 
the Fifth Jordanian Science 
Week on the themes of trans- 
parency, accountability, and 
quality for enhancing Jor- 
danian competitiveness. 


Japan donates equipment to Hashemite University 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment of Japan Monday 
donated equipment worth 49 
million yen (S426,000) to the 
Image Analysing Laboratory 
of Hashemite University, 
according to a Japanese 
embassy press release Mon- 
day. 

The new equipment was 
presented to Hashemite Uni- 
versity President Mohammad 
Hamdan by Takeshi Komori, 
representative of the Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA), Jordan 
office, in a donation ceremo- 


ny held in the presence of 
Japanese Ambassador 
Takayuki Kim ura, the state- 
ment said 

Hashemite University has 
been leading remote sensing 
technology in Jordan since its 
establishment in 1995, but 
The facilities ami equipment 
at the university needed to be 
upgraded in order to catch up 
with the fast progress in tech- 
nology, according to the 
statement 

The equipment consists of 
a computer system for image 
analysing, satellite images, a 


spectrometer, a pyro- viewer 
camera, a digital camera, a 
camera for ultraviolet rays, 
and a stereoscope, foe press 
release detailed 
The government of Japan 
has cooperated in the field of 
remote sensing by providing 
a senior Japanese volunteer; 
Yasuo Obigane, a specialist 
in this field Masaaki Takao- 
ka, a member of Japan Over- 
seas Cooperation Volunteers 
(JOCV) of JICA, has also 
been working at the same 
university, the statement con- 
tinued 


“The donation is extended 
under the Equipment Provi- 
sion Programme of the 
Japanese government, which 
is a scheme to provide spe- 
cialised equipment to support 
the task of Japanese experts 
working in the field We 
intend to continue our sup- 
port to Jordan through this 
programme, as well as pro- 
viding services of experts, 
volunteers, and survey teams, 
all of which are important 
parts of the overall Japanese 
cooperation to Jordan,” Mr. 
Kim ura said at foe ceremony. 


Women’s conference examines current 
status of preparations for elections 


By Rana Hussein! 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prior to the 
Nov. 4 parliamentary elec- 
tions. women candidates and 
activists Monday attended a 
convention- during which 
they discussed several issues 
pertaining to the general elec- 
tions. including analysis of 
ihe current state of prepara- 
tion for the elections and 
women’s legal, health, educa- 
tional political and econom- 
ic demands. 

The event, entitled the 
"Convention on Jordanian 
Women's Demands for the 
Upcoming Parliamentary 
Elections.” continues today 
and will tackle subjects such 
as obstacles and opportuni- 
ties to improve the legal, eco- 
nomic, educational, and 
health status of women and 
building lobbies and pressure 
groups. 

Jordan Times Deputy Edi- 
tor Abdallah Hasanat 


reviewed the different issues 
that will dominate the elec- 
tions. 

These, he said, will include 
the boycott of elections by 
opposition parties, the consti- 
tutional reform issue, poverty 
issues, and the one-person, 
one-vote system, which he 
said “is important to women 
as much as it is for men.” 

Attorneys Rehab Kaddou- 
mi and AkifMu'aitia present- 
ed two papers that tackled 
some of the civil laws recent- 
ly amended in favour of 
women, and some that still 
discriminate against women 
and violate several conven- 
tions signed by Jordan. 

The session, attended by 
approximately 120 grass- 
roots women activists from 
different pans of the King- 
dom. was inaugurated by 
HRH Princess Aisha on 
behalf of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor. and was also addressed 
by Director of the Konrad 

Adenauer Foundation Olaf 


Koendgen, who said that 
“promoting a liberal and 
democratic state of law, as 
well as a societal order in 
which political social cultur- 
al and human rights are fully 
realised is one of our main 
aims at the foundation.” 

“We believe rim the 
improvement of the situation 
of women is an indispensable 
factor in building a flee and 
democratic society,” he 
added 

Furthermore, Mr. Koend- 
gen said, foe organisation 
advocates the abolishment of 
gender-specific discrimina- 
tion, the improvement of the 
living condition of poor 
women, and raising aware- 
ness among politicians, the 
public, and women them- 
selves. 

Referring to his own expe- 
rience since taking the 
Amman post in October 
1995, Mr. Koendgen said: “I 
have met many educated and 
vocal women who are in dif- 


ferent spheres of the society, 
but unfortunately, I have met 
few women on the decision- 
making level.” 

‘The discrepancy is obvi- 
ous. Traditionalism and obso- 
lete behaviour patterns are 
still dominant and are pre- 
venting women from playing 
a more substantial role in 
society,” he said 
Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Mohammad Mamser 
said in his opening speech 
that Jordanian women have 
proven themselves, “but still 
they are faced with many 
challenges that lessen their 
chances of being involved in 
political and social life.” 

"The percentage of 
women’s participation in foe 
political municipal and deci- 
sion-making positions is low. 
Therefore, in order for 
women ro increase these 
numbers, they should have 
enough knowledge of their 
roles and what is needed 
form them," Dr. Mamser 


said 

Nujoud Fawzi, the presi- 
dent of the General Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Women, 
stressed that after conducting 
several workshops in differ- 
ent goveraorates, “we sensed 
a definite insistence by many 
women to improve their 
skills and fight for their 
rights.” 

Also speaking was Ellen 
Khouri from Al Kutba Insti- 
tute for Human Develop- 
ment. who reviewed her 
organisation’s aims, stating 
that in foe next three years, Al 
Kutba will focus on working 
with women and youth 
organisations at the local 
level. 

The convention is organ- 
ised by the Konrad Adenauer 
Foundation, the General Fed- 
eration of Jordanian Women, 
and Al Kutba Institute for 
Human DevelopmenL 
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Outcome of Bosnia vote 
hailed as a huge success 


SARAJEVO (AFP) —After 
hailing Bosnia's municipal 
elections as a huge success, 
international officials 
Monday faced uncertainty 

on the outcome of the vote 
and the even more daunting 
task of implementing the 
results. 

The ballot count which 
began after the two-day 
polls closed late Sunday, 
will not be completed for 
several days as absentee and 
mail ballots were to be 
shipped from overseas and 
sorted at two counting cen- 
ters under dose internation- 
al supervision. 

Although no major surpis- 
es are expected when the 
final results are announced 
Saturday, there were several 
instances of suspected 
fraud, leaving open the pos- 
sibility that political parties 
could challenge the polls. 

In once instance, for 
example, several thousand 
Serbs turned out to vote as 


residents of a village of a 
few hundred homes whose 
pre-war population was 
largely Muslim. 

Sources told AFP they 
suspected the Serb authori- 
ties had manipulated the 
highly complex election 
rules to tip the result in their 
favour in that area. 

There were, several other 
instances during the elec- 
tions} of natibnalist parties 
trying to prevent refugees 
from voting in, areas where 
the nationalists were likley 
to lose power! 

Thi Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), which 
organised the] polls, has 
until the end of the year to 
certify the results. In the 
meantime, it can order 
reruns, recounts and other 
adjustments in municipali- 
ties where the vote is chal- 
lenged. 

The OSCE, however, said 
after the hotly contested 


elections that it was satis- 
fied the polls had proceeded 
smoothly and without vio- 
lence and did not expect any 
major obstacles. 

“I think overall . the 

process went very well,” 
said Robert Frowick, head 
of the OSCE's Bosnia mis- 
sion. 

He added that turnout was 
high among the 2.5 milli on 
people that registered to 
vcjte for 136 municipalities 
in 1 die Muslim -Croat Fede- 
ration and the Serb statelet 
th it make up Bosnia. 

But the real challenge for 
t] le international commu- 
nity will come when the 
vjote results have to be 
implemented, especially in 
key municipalities where 
nationalist parties fear los- 
ing power. 

The polls, billed as the 
most complex in history, are 
designed to reverse the 
results of the brutal 43- 
month war that forced more 


than two million people to 
flee their homes in cam- 
paign? to create ethnically 
pure territories. 

The return of the refugees 
is a key part of the 1995 
Dayton Peace Accords that 
ended the war and it is 
hoped the new municipal 
councils will roughly reflect 
the pre-war make-up of 
towns and villages across 
the country’s two, entities. 

Mr. Frowick agreed that 
implementing the election 
results would be critical to 
the polls’ success but insist- 
ed that the international 
community was committed 
to that process. 

“I always just feel a sense 
of determination to keep 
going until we achieve the 
objectives,” he said late 
Sunday. Tf you exercise the 
will to do what is said to be 
done in the (Dayton) agree- 
ments. it will be done.” 


H. Kong’s Chan vows free, fair polls 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong’s top civil servant 
Anson Chan vowed Mon- 
day that legislative polls in 
1998 would be free and fair, 
and denied allegations that 
new election rules were 
designed to keep out pro- 
democracy forces. 

*Tm confident that they 
will be free, fair, open and 
governed by roles that are 
transparent,” said Chief 
Secretary Chan, who is 
deputy to Hong Kong leader 
Tung Chee-Hwa. 

Ms. Chan's pledge, before 
businessmen at a confer- 
ence organised by the Ame- 
rican Chamber of Com- 
merce in Hong Kong, fol- 
lows Mr. Tung’s official 
visit to the United States 
last week where he met with 
President Bill Clinton. 

While in the United 
States, Mr. Tung was grilled 
by congressmen on Hong 
Kong’s legislative polls in 
May 1998. 

Mr. Tung, handpicked by 
Beijing to lead Hong Kong 


after it was handed back to 
China on July 1, has pro- 
posed new ground rules for 
the elections. 

The rules will see the dis- 
enfranchisement of some 
two million voters, and only 
180.000 will be eligible to 
vote. 

Under the plan, a third of 
the 60-seat assembly will be 
returned through geographi- 
cal constituencies under a 
system of proportional rep- 
resentation. 

Half of the assembly will 
be elected by business and 
professional groups through 
what are known as “func- 
tional constituencies” and 
10 will be elected by grass- 
root bodies. 

Critics of the plan have 
charged that the new rules 
will prevent pro-democracy 
figures from repeating the 
strong showing they en- 
joyed in the last elections in 
1995. 

Ms. Chan denied the 
charges.”What I do not 
accept is the charge that our 


arrangements will set back 
the course of democracy in 
Hong Kong or that they 
have been deliberately de- 
signed to include or exclude 
one or another political 
party, group or individual, 
in particular the democrats,” 
she said . 

“There is no conspiracy to 
design a system that is hos- 
tile to democratic political' 
forces and heavily weighted 
in favour of China's capital- 
ist Communists as has been 
claimed” 

While Mr. Tung’s admin- 
istration understood con- 
cerns overseas about the 
elections, Ms. Chan said 
Hong Kong alone would de- 
cide its own pace of democ- 
racy. 

“Democracy in Hong 
Kong has not been throt- 
tled.. civil liberties have not 
been curbed” she said, 
adding that there had been 
150 demonstrations and 
protests in Hong Kong since 
the handover, and not one 
person had been arrested 


Powerful typhoon kills one in Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Typhoon 
Oliwa stalled off the coast 
of Japan’s main southwest- 
ern island of Kyushu Mon- 
day after causing the death 
of a farmer and snarling 
transport nationwide, the 
meteorological agency said. 

On Am ami Oshima Is- 
land more than 24,000 
homes were without elec- 
tricity after winds cut power 
lines and destroyed more 
than a dozen homes, police 
said 

On Tokunoshima Island a 
farmer was found dead late 
Sunday under a cowshed 
which had been blown 
down by the high winds, 
police said 

The typhoon, packing 
winds of 144 kph, was 
Monday north of Am ami 
Oshima and its advance had 


slowed to less than 5 kph 
the meteorological agency 
said 

The agency expects the 
typhoon to pick up speed 
soon and head north toward 
Kyushu, covering the island 
Tuesday. 

Powerful winds and heavy 
rains have already belted 
parts of Kyushu, with a 
town in Miyazaki prefecture 
registering 5.8 cm of rain in 
one hour. 

High waves were hitting 
most of the country’s west- 
ern coast from Kyushu to 
central Japan early Monday. 
Waves eight to 10 metres 
high pounded some islands. 

Most passenger shipping 
companies had cut ferry ser- 
vices in an area stretching 
from Tokyo to Okinawa 
prefecture, southwest of 


Kyushu, National Broad- 
caster NHK reported 
Airlines had cancelled 
about 225 flights, mostly to 
and from Kyushu, and the 
number was expected to 
grow to more than 270 be- 
fore the day was over, NHK 
said 

Passengers across Japan 
had camped out at airports 
nationwide because of 
flight cancellations. 

Train services in Kyushu 
and on the Japanese main 
island of Honshu had also 
been disrupted, with several 
lines reporting delays, the 
broadcaster said 
By noon Tuesday, the 
recent rainfall on southern 
Kyushu was expected to 
total 45 to 50 cm, the 
agency said 


China to launch H. Kong satellite in October 

BELTING (R) — C hina is to 
launch a telecommunica- , 
tions satellite for Hong ■ 

Kong's APT Satellite Hoi- . 
dings Ltd in early October, a 
company official said Mon- ' 
day. 

A Long March 3B rocket 
would lift the Apstar 2R into 
orbit for APT, a Hong Kong- 
based satellite trans-ponder 
provider, company secretary 
Brian Lo said by telephone 
from Hong Kong. 

The launch service pro- 


vider, China Great Wall In- 
dustry Corp, was conducting 
preparatory tests at the Xi- 
chang launch site in south- 
western Sichuan province, 
Mr. Lo said 

Total cost, including the 
FS-1300 satellite made by 
Space System Loral Inc., 
was expected to reach bet- 
ween $220 milli on and $230 
miliion, he said 

Apstar 2R was capable of 
covering more than 100 
countries in the Asia-Pacific 


region. Europe and Africa, 
Mr. Lo said. 

The People's Insurance 
(Property) Company of Chi- 
na and Ming An Insurance 
Co. (HK) Ltd would jointly 
insure the satellite, he said 

but declined to say how much 
it was insured for. 

APT has been in talks with 
the Chinese government 
about launching Apstar 3D, 
a direct broadcast satellite, at 
die end of the century to ser- 
vice China’s home users. 


Russian reform chief’s life threatened 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s Federal Security 
Service (FSB) has received a tip-off that an 
attempt may be made to kill economic 
reform chief Anatoly Chubais, a spokes- 
woman said Monday. 

The spokeswoman at Mr. Chubais’s press 
office confirmed a report by Interfax News 
Agency which said the first deputy prime 
minister's personal security had been tight- 
ened because of the tip-off. 

“There will be no other comment other 
than what was published by Interfax. That is 
all," she said 

Mr. Chubais. 42, is one of Russia’s most 
powerful politicians but is hated by many 
ordinary Russians for his role in overseeing 
privatisation of the state-controlled economy 
after the end of Communist rule in 1991. 

Some critics say he let Russian assets be 


sold cheaply to a lucky few. Others, includ- 
ing heads of some huge companies, say they 
are being forced into bankruptcy by a drive 
led by Mr. Chubais to ensure taxes are paid 
His political foes, particularly in the 
Communist Party, have accused him of try- 
ing to usurp power. 

Interfax quoted an unnamed FSB official 
Sunday as the source for its report that an 
attempt may be made on Mr. Chubais’s life. 
Andrei Trapeznikov, an aide to Chubais, told 
Interfax the minister's security had been 
tightened 

“We know about the tip-off that an assassi- 
nation attempt is being prepared As a result 
of this, the first deputy prime minister’s 
security has been strengthened,” he said 
Mr. Trapeznikov was not available for 
comment Monday. 


Taleban 
accuse 
Russia of 
supplying 
missiles to 
opposition 

KABUL (AFP) — The 
Taleban militia Monday 
accused Russia of supply- 
ing its opponents with long 
range rockets that now 
threaten the Afghan capital. 

In a statement, the Tale- 
ban said a close aide to 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin bad visited former 
Afghan government com- 
mander Ahm ad Shah Mas- 
ood to organise the delivery 
of Lunar rockets. 

“With the delivery of 
Lunar long-range missiles 
to the opposition, the Rus- 
sians have enabled them to 
target Kabul from farther 
distances, to ruin the peo- 
ple’s homes and to kill 
innocent civilians” the 
statement said 

It said Yuri Baturin, an 
adviser to Mr. Yeltsin, re- 
cently visited Mr. Mas- 
ood’s Panjsher valley 
stronghold, die entrance to 
which is only 90 kilometres 
from Kabul. 

‘This weapon was airlift- 
ed to Panjshir for the oppo- 
nents by a military heli- 
copter in the wake of Mr. 
Baturin’s visit,” said the 
statement. 

The Taleban said Mr. 
Baturin’s visit indicated 
Russia's intention to keep 
Afghanistan — under Sov- 
iet occupation from 1979 to 
1989 — locked in war. 

“The Russian Federation, 
as the heir to the Soviet 
Union, intends to take ven- 
geance upon the Afghan 
people for the humiliating 
defeat it suffered in the 
Afghan jehadi trenches,” 
the statement said 

It called on the interna- 
tional community to halt 
what it called the “increas- 
ing and flagrant Russian 
interference” in Afghanis- 
tan. 

Last week the militia 
accused France of supply- 
ing technicians to service 
the anti-Taleban alliance’s 
fleet of aged ex-Soviet jets. 
Tajikistan was accused of 
allowing enemy jets the use 
of an airstrip. 

The Taleban also see 
Tran. India and Uzbekistan 
as conspiring against them. 

Opponents of the Taleban 
say it receives military aid 
from Pakistan, the United 
Arab Emira tes. Saudi Ara- 
bia and the United States. 

The Taleban has imposed 
a puritanical interpretation 
of Islamic law in the two- 
thirds of the country it con- 
trols, 



Paratroopers of the U.S. Army's 82nd Airborne division, from Fort Bragg, North Carolina, parachute from C-17 
cargo airplanes over Shymkent, KaTalthstan, Monday as part of Exercise CENTRAZBAT ‘97. The armed forces of 
Russia, Rirkey and five republics from the former Soviet Union began the first joint military exercises ever with 
the U.S. (Renter photo) 

U.S. paratroopers land in Kazakhstan in joint exercise 


SHYMKENT (AFP) — 
After flying non-stop for 
thousands of miles over 
oceans and continents, U.S. 
paratroopers jumped from 
their airplanes here in a 
joint training exercise with 
military forces from five 
other countries, including 
several former Soviet 
republics. 

Some 1,400 soldiers from 
the eight countries, includ- 
ing Russia and Turkey, are 
participating in a six-day 
mission here called Exer- 
cise Centrazbat ‘97. The 
exercise is designed to build 
cooperation for future 
peacekeeping missions 
among the participants. 

The largest contingents in 
Monday’s jump were 620 
U.S. paratroopers from the 
82nd Airborne Division at 
Fort Bragg. North Carolina. 
They were joined by 40 
members of the newly 
formed Central Asian 
Battalion, a unit made up of 
troops from Kazakhstan, 
Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan. 

U.S. military officials said 


their participation was the 
loogest airborne deploy- 
ment ever, with U.S. para- 
troopers Dying from their 
base at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina — 12,320 kilome- 
tres away — and arriving 
after 19 hours with three in- 
flight refuelling. 

'The message I would 
leave is that there is no 
nation on the face of the 
earth that we cannot get to.” 
said General John Sheehan, 
commander of the U.S. 
Atlantic forces and the first 
paratrooper to jump. 

The defence ministers of 
the three countries, along 
with the U.S. ambassador to 
Kazakhstan, Elizabeth 
Jones and a small group of 
dignitaries saw the exercise 
from a stage perched on an 
earth mound here. 

The training area, located 
in south-central Kazakh- 
stan, is 640 kilometres west 
of the Kazakh capital of 
Almaty. 

One of the goals of the 
exercise is to demonstrate 
U.S. support for the three 


impoverished Central Asian 
states, a region rich in oil 
and min eral wealth bor- 
dered by hostile or poten- 
tially threatening regimes. 

Colonel Alexey Riskin of 
the Kazakhstan army point- 
ed to separatist unrest in 
other former Soviet repub- 
lics since the breakup of the 
Soviet Union six years ago 
as a good reason to have a 
joint military force. 

“Similar situations and 
conflicts can arise in every 
region,” he told reporters 
here, speaking through an 
interpreter. The 500-strong 
Central Asian Battalion, he 
said, is an effort to create a 
“ready force ... against agg- 
ressors. It will allow us to 
liquidate any conflict situa- 
tion in its very beginning, 
and not allow it to grow into 
a major conflict.” 

The battalion could also 
be deployed anywhere in 
die world for United 
Nations peacekeeping mis- 
sions, Col. Riskin added. 

In Monday's exercise the 
paratroopers jump into a 


scenario where they must 
keep armed extremists sepa- 
rated in a fictional country 
where the United Nations 
has just arranged for a 
ceasefire. 

At first it was tense for 
U.S. forces to work with 
soldiers from the former 
Soviet Union, recalls Cap- 
tain Bill Medina of the First 
U.S. Special Forces Group, 
based in Fort Lewis, Wa- 
shington. 

CapL Medina arrived on a 
tr ainin g mis sion to Kazakh- 
stan one year ago. 

“For many of them, it was 
their first contact with the 
other side,” CapL Medina 
said. 

The tension was eventual- 
ly broken “by soldiers talk- 
ing about things soldiers 
talk about: shooting guns, 
what they've done in the 
field,'’ he said. ‘That’s com- 
mon everywhere.” Soon 
they were exchanging 
addresses and showing off 
family pictures-, he said. 


Goldwater has early Alzheimer’s, report says 


PHOENIX (R) — Former 
Arizona Sen. Barry Gold- 
water, the blunt-speaking, 
conservative Republican 
icon, is suffering from the 
early stages of Alzheimer’s 
Disease, according to a 
report published Sunday. 

Mr. Goldwater, 88, who 
made a spirited run for the 
presidency in 1964, also has 
had five “tiny strokes” since 
he was hospitalised last 
September with a major 
stroke, the Tribune newspa- 
per reported. 

The story, written by 
Goldwater biographer and 
friend. Jack Casserly, was 
based on Mr. Casserly ’s 
visit to Mr. Goldwater and 
his wife Susan at the cou- 
ple’s Paradise Valley, Ari- 
zona. home early last 
month. 


Susan Goldwater said the 
disease was detected last 
fall and that a definitive 
diagnosis came early this 
year. She also said the for- 
mer Republican stalwart 
“thinks he’s in Phoenix one 
day and in Washington, 
D.C., the next”, and has 
trouble recalling anything 
but the past, toe Tribune 
said. 

Susan Goldwater, a for- 
mer nurse, added be is “10 
to 20 per cent mobile” and 
needs a wheelchair to go 
outside the home. 

The article reported that 
Mr. Goldwater has not been 
informed of his condition 
and that he shows no signs 
of knowing. Mr. Casserly 
also spoke with Mr. 
Goldwater during toe visit 

It also states that Susan 


Goldwater is considering 
visiting Nancy Reagan, 
whose husband, former 
President Ronald Reagan, 
also has Alzheimer's. 

Mr. Goldwater. whose- 
shoot-from-tbe-lip style 
earned him accolades and 
respect from party faithful, 
has been slowed in recent 
years by age and hip surgery 
and has gradually slipped 
into toe background of 
Arizona politics. 

But that did not stop a 
bevy of politicians, includ- 
ing President Clinton and 
Sen. Bob Dole^ from mak- 
ing toe pilgrimage to Mr. 
Goldwater' s home during 
the last election as he was 
recuperating from his 
September stroke. 

Mr. Goldwater rose to 
national prominence in 


1964 when he ran against 
Lyndon Johnson with a 
staunchly conservative plat- 
form that contained toe ral- 
lying cry “extremism in the 
defence of liberty is no 
vice.’* 

He lost badly, but emerged 
as toe founder of toe mod- 
ern-day conservative move- 
ment and is generally cred- 
ited with clearing the way 
for Ronald Reagan to 
become a major player on 
toe national political scene. 

Mr. Goldwater was a 
member of Arizona's con- 
gressional delegation for 
three decades before his 
retirement in 1987. 

The Tribune is a daiiy 
newspaper that serves the 
suburbs of metropolitan 
Phoenix. 


NYPD Blue, Chicago Hope stars win Emmys 

Chicago Hope, won for toe 
first time after four nomi- 


PASADENA (R) — Kim 
Delaney, who plays a 
detective on ABC's Gritty 
police series NYPD Blue 
and Hector Elizondo, of 
CBS’ equally down-to- 
earth show Chicago Hope 
won Emmys Sunday for 
their performances in sup- 
porting roles in a drama 
series. 

Ellen Degeneres, who 
won an Emmy as part of 
the writing team for her 
comedy Ellen, sounded a 
serious note early on in toe 
proceedings when she 
made direct reference to 
toe fact that she and her 
character had come out as 
lesbians. 

“I accept this on behalf 
of all of the people, and 
the teenagers especially, 
out there, who think 
there’s something wrong 
with them because they’re 
gay. 

“Don’t ever let anybody 
make you feel ashamed of 
who you are,” said 
Degeneres as she accepted 
the Emmy for best writing 
for a comedy series. 

Delaney was a winner on 
her first nomination while 
Elizondo, who plays a hos- 
pital administrator on 


nations. 

“Thanks to West 107th 
Sl New York for raising 
me right," he quipped. 

Two Britons — Diana 
Rigg and Tracey Ullman, 
won Emmys — Rigg for 

best supporting actress in a 
miniseries for Rebecca 
and Ullman for best vari- 
ety, music or comedy 
series for Tracey Takes 
On.... 

“As the Spice Girls 
would say ‘girl power’ I 
beat the boys,” said a jubi- 
lant Ullman as she 

received her award. 

Earlier Michael Ri- 

chards, who plays the koo- 
ky, frizzy- haired neigh- 
bour Kramer in Seinfeld, 
and Kristen Johnston who 
plays an alien on another 
NBC show 3rd Rock From 
The Sun, won toe Emmys 
for best supporting actors 
in a comedy. 

Richards won for a third 
time after five nomina- 
tions, again beating fellow 
cast member Jason 
Alexander, who plays the 
insecure George Costanza 
on the hit show and who 
has never won the Emmy 


despite seven nominations. 

Accepting his award, 
Richards paid tribute to his 
colleagues “Jason, Jerry 
(Seinfeld) and Julia 
(Louis-Dreyfus) — what a 
pleasure it is to work with 
such a sound ensemble.” 

Louis-Dreyfus, who won 
the best supporting actress 
in a comedy last year, was 
beaten this year by new- 
comer Johnston, who 
plays an Amazonian space 

alien in hu man form in 
NBC’s 3rd Rock From The 
Sun. 

When the Emmy nomi- 
nations were announced in 
July, HBO led the field 
with 90, one ahead of 
NBC. But the broadcast 
network was later nomi- 
nated for three more tech- 
nical awards, giving it a 
total of 92. B 

NBC was well in the lead 
in actual Emmys won after 
toe technical awards were 
handed Saturday. NBC 
took 15 Emmys. with CBS 
and HBO tied with 10 
each. 

The tremendous inroads 
made in recent years by 
the critically acclaimed 
cable networks has irked 
toe traditional broadcast 


networks, which had pre- 
viously dominated toe 
Emmy Awards. In fact. 
Home Box Office’s good 
showing this year prompt- 
ed the networks to lobby 
the Academy Of Televi- 
sion Arts and Sciences to 
differentiate in toe future 
between cable productions 
and over-toe-air shows. 

With more than 100 
Hollywood and TV 
celebrities attending the 
show, just two weeks after 
the death of Princess 
Diana, security was tight. 

Organisers said before- 
hand that they were carry* 
ing out special background 
checks on all photogr* 
phers accredited to the 
event to weed out any so- 
called papa razzi . AggJ 65 ' 
sive photographers have 
been blamed by some for 
causing the accident th** 
killed toe princess A u f‘ 
31. 

The awards show was 
broadcast to over 90 coi®j 
fries around the worldfr 
the academy predicted r 
would be watched by 0 
600 million viewers. 
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Ship finds plane debris and 
German papers, off Namibia 
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An Indonesian man, carrying his daughter, takes a look Monday at the wreckage of an inter-city bos which collid- 
ed head on with a dump truck Sunday night. At least 36 people were killed and more than 20 seriously injured after 
the incident which happened when the bus tried to overtake a tanker truck at a toll road in east Jakarta (Reuter 
photo) 


WINDHOEK (R) — Res- 
cuers found wreckage Mon- 
day which seemed to come 
from a German military 
plane which vanished in the 
South Atlantic Saturday at 
the same time and place as a 
U.S. transport plane. 

They said a Namibian ship 
reported it found wreckage 
about 142 nautical miles 
northwest of die Namibian 
port of Walvis Bay and 60 
nautical miles due west of 
Cape Frio by the northern 
border with Angola. 

“They have found wreck- 
age debris and half an air- 
craft seat with some Ger- 
man papers. Now they will 
be intensifying the search,” 
Mogamat Saban, duty port 
controller at Walvis Bay, 
told Reuters. 

A German military plane, 
a Soviet-built Tupolev TU- 
154 with 24 passengers on 
board, is presumed to bave 
crashed while on a flight to 
South Africa Saturday. 


pint exercise At least 36 dead in Jakarta bus accident killed 
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JAKARTA (AFP) — At 
least 36 people were killed 
when an intercity bus col- 
lided with a truck on an East 
Jakarta toll road, an 
employee at a Jakarta hospi- 
tal morgue said Monday. 

“As of now there are 36 
corpses from the accident 
here.” Mardiono told AFP. 

Antara news agency said 


31 people were killed 
instantly when the two vehi- 
cles collided head-on 
Sunday night and three oth- 
ers died in hospital. 

It quoted police as saying 
the bus was overtaking a 
truck when it hit another 
truck coming from the 
opposite direction. 

The Merdeka daily said 


the bus, headed for the 
Central Java city of 
Purwodadi, carried around 
60 people of whom 27 were 
injured. 

Antara reported that the 
driver of the truck which 
collided head-on with the 
bus was dead. 

In March 1994 a bus 
plunged into a river in 


Jakarta, killing 30 people 
and injuring 11. 

In March 1996 an inter- 
city bus caught fire after 
smashing into S stationary 
jeep in nearby Bogor, 
killing 3 1 people. The driver 
of the bus was jailed for IS 
years for failing to help vic- 
tims trapped in the vehicle. 


Death toll rises to 77 in Indian train plunge 


BHOPAL. India (R) — At 
least 77 people were killed 
and more than 230 injured 
when five carriages of an 
express train plunged from 
a bridge into a river in cen- 
tral India, railway officials 
said Monday. 

The accident occurred 
Sunday near Champa town 
in the east of Madhya Pra- 
desh state, a police official 
in Bilaspur district, 800 
kilometres from the state 
capital Bhopal said. 

"Seventy- seven people are 
dead and 234 injured in the 
accident.” a Railway 
Ministry spokesman told 
Reuters in New Delhi. On 
Sunday officials said at 
least 60 had been killed and 
200 injured. 


"There will be an investi- 
gation and it could have 
been caused by a broken 
track.” said S.B. Ghosh, 
divisional railway manager 
at Bhopal. The train was 
headed for the eastern city 
of Calcutta from Ahmed- 
abad. capital of Gujarat 
state in the west. 

Officials said there was 
lifile water in the Hansdev 
River and the carriages hit a 
rocky area. The dry riverbed 
had possibly reduced casu- 
alties. the officials said. 

Witnesses told Reuters by 
telephone that the railway 
track was under repair just 
before the crash site. They 
said the train screeched to a 
halt, but the first five wag- 
ons derailed and plunged 


into the river. 

Witnesses said one car- 
riage was hanging from the 
bridge. More than 4.000 
curious onlookers and rela- 
tives of the victims had 
gathered at the accident site 
Sunday night. 

The Press Trust of India 
iPTI) said four compart- 
ments canying about 300 
passengers and a cargo car- 
riage plunged into the river 
ai around 5:30 p.m. (1200 
GMT) Sunday. 

Railway Minister Ram 
Vilas Paswan had ordered 
an inquiry'. Mr. Paswan and 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Mi- 
nister Digvijav Singh were 
visiting the accident site 
Monday. 

Train services in the area 


were blocked.Tbe accident 
was the latest to hit India’s 
railways, which cover a vast 
network spread over 62,915 
kilometres and in 1995/96 
carried 123 million passen- 
gers. 

According to government 
figures, 594 people died in 
39S accidents in the 
1 995/96 fiscal year that en- 
ded on March 31,1 996. The 
previous year 305 people 
died in 501 accidents. 

In August 1995, at least 
350 people were killed in 
one of the country’s worst 
crashes. Two trains collided 
in Uttar Pradesh state near 
the town of Ferozabad, 200 
kilometres from New Delhi, 
in an accident blamed on 
human error. 


U.N. General Assembly session opens today 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The U.N- General As- 
sembly opens its 52nd ses- 
sion Tuesda> amid deepen- 
ing gloom about the U.N.'s 
*huk\ finances and growing 
impatience with Washing- 
ton. 

Although U.N. Chief Kofi 
Annan would like the ses- 
sion to focus on his reform 
proposals, the problem of 
U.N. finances remains a live 
issue with the world body 
regularly flirting with bank- 
ruptcy. 

Many U.N. delegates say 
that their government lead- 
ers are likely to issue stem 
calls to Washington — the 
organisation's largest con- 
tributor hut also its largest 
debtor — ro puv its U.N. 
bills. 

Despite a pledge from 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
that his Democratic admin- 
istration wanted to clear 
around one billion dollars in 
U.N. arrears, an authorisa- 
tion bill has bogged down in 
the Republican -dominated 
Congress. 

Bui the Clinton adminis- 
tration did not ask Congress 
to earmark the lull SI. 3 bil- 
lion that the United States 
owed to the U.N. as of Dec. 

31. 

That amount now stands 
at SI. 5 billion, taking into 
•recount the 1997 dues, or 
almost half of the $2.6 bil- 
lion current 1\ owed to the 
U.N. b> member states. 

U.S. Ambassador Bill 
Richardson told journalists 
Thursday that Congress had 
raised ihe arrears funds 
from SSI 9 million to $930 
million. 

But European diplomats 
were sceptical and one at- 
tributed the announcement 

to “cream e accountancy ." 

An Asian ambassador 
described die mood as 
"ugly" among the U.N. del- 
egates who insist that the 
United States should pay il> 


New U.N. rights chief vows to 
speak for victims of injustice 

GENEVA (.AFP; — U.N. High Commissioner for Human 
Rights Mary Robinson vowed on the first day of her new job 
Monday to act as a voice for victims of injustice worldwide. 

“To be a voice for those who are victims of injustice, of 
cruelty, of issues of human rights around the world,” is top of 
the priority list, the 53-year-old former Irish president told 
journalists in a brief appearance outside her offices at the 
U.N.’s European Headquarters. 

“1 will try to combine the need to be an effective leader of 
a team that is central to the U.N. presence and the role in 
human rights and also be very close to those for whom we 
work.” 

Ms. Robinson, whose appointment plugged a gap left 
vacant when the former U.N. Human Rights Chief Jose 
Ayala Lasso resigned in April to become Ecuador's foreign 
minister, will serve a four year terra. 

Ms. Robinson was chosen for her new post by U.N. 
Secretary' General Kofi Annan and the nomination passed 
muster by the General Assembly this summer. 

During' her first week in Geneva, Ms. Robinson said she 
intends to talk to U.N. ambassadors, different U.N. agencies 
and the press, before leaving Sunday for New York where 
General Assembly gathers for two weeks of debate. 

The U.N. human rights programme is allotted an annual 
budget of S24 million. An additional S20 million a year 
comes from voluntary funding from member states for spe- 
cific purposes. .Around 160 staff work in the office of the 
HCHR Geneva headquarters. A similar number are deployed 
in the field, almost half ' in Rwanda which is the office's 
largest overseas operation. 

The netw ork also spans Burundi, the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Gaza. Colombia, Croatia. Serbia, Bosnia. Cambo- 
dia and Abkhazia. “I have a mandate which I'm very deter- 
mined to fulfil together with team in Geneva and team in the 
field,” Ms. Robinson said. 


dues in full, on time, and 
without conditions like all 
other member states. 

Mr. Richardson is mean- 
while urging patience, '‘par- 
ticular!}" among those 
whose delegations are going 
to speak be) ore the end ot 
the month" a U.S. official 
told AFP Friday, apparently 
referring to the leaders of 
major industrialised states. 

Congress’s decision to 
link payment to a series of 
U.N. reform "benchmarks" 
has further infuriated Wa- 
shington's partners. 

Key anions these is a 
requirement that the U.S. 
contribution to the U.N. reg- 


ular budget is cut from 25 
per cent to 20 per cent effec- 
tive Jan. 1, 2000. As of next 
Jan. I. Washington says the 
U.N. dues should stand at 
22 per cent. 

U.N. delegates ha\e flatly 
refused to negotiate any 
new lower level for the U.S. 
contribution until Congress 
releases the arrears. They 
also point out that such a 
decision cannot be a unilat- 
eral decision, but must be 
negotiated multi laterally at 
the U.N. 

“Its a tough situation," an 
administration official ack- 
nowledged to .AFP. 

The official also said that 


the negotiations in Congress 
were unlikely to be finalised 
soon, and noted that there 
was a risk that the entire 
authorisation bill of which 
the U.N. hinds were a pan 
could be derailed. 

The Asian diplomat said 
that news of this possibility 
now circulating here made 
it even more unlikely that 
other U.N. member states 
would show flexibility to- 
wards Washington. 

Mr. Annan said he hoped 
that if Congress retained the 
controversial benchmarks, 
“the U.S. administration 
will have to find a way of 
managing (the situation) in 
a manner that does not dis- 
rupt the work in this house 
nor increase teosions among 
member states.” 

U.N. officials say that a 
decision on the new rates 
which are to apply to mem- 
ber states for die next three 
years from Jan. 1 has been 
delayed as a result of the 
political stalemate. 

Western European delega- 
tions are particularly upset 
as they would be forced to 
make up any shortfall 
caused by a lowering of the 

U.S. rate. 

Meanwhile, U.N. admin- 
istrators are forced to dip 
into a separate peacekeep- 
ing account in older to save 
the U.N. from bankruptcy 
every few months. 

But Mr. Annan’s chief fi- 
nancial officer, Joseph Con- 
nor, warns that the already 
desperate situation will 
soon get worse as the funds 
in the peacekeeping budget 
are also diminishing. 

Mr. Annan has proposed a 
"revolving capital fund” in 
an attempt at a new app- 
roach towards the problem. 
But everybody here agrees 
that the financing problem 
would not exist if all 185 
member states paid their 
dues on time. 


as fire at 
Indian oil 
refinery 
rages 

HYDERABAD. India 
(AFP) — A huge blaze 
which claimed at least 30 
lives and blew out thou- 
sands of tonnes of oil and 
petroleum gas in southern 
India raged for a second 
day Monday, officials said. 

Huge clouds of black 
smoke soared into the sky 
more than 24 hours after 
the fire broke out following 
an explosion at the state- 
owned Hindustan Petro- 
leum Corp. Ltd. (HPCL) 
refinery in the heart of 
Visakhapatnam city. 

“The fire is still raging,” 
Andhra Pradesh state Ur- 
ban Development Minister 
B. Satyanarayan Muithy 
told AFP, adding that five 
people had died on top of 
the overnight death toll of 
25. 

“We hope to bring it 
under control by evening,” 
he said in a telephone inter- 
view from Visakhapatnam, 
a coastal city about 500 ki- 
lometres east of this An- 
dhra Pradesh capital. 

About 50 people were 
hospitalised. Twelve suf- 
fered extensive bums. 

HPCL, meanwhile, said 
sabotage may bave been 
die cause., “We have not 
ruled out sabotage,” HPCL 
spokeswoman Vanita Arte 
said in Bombay, adding 
that experts entered the 
burning refinery early 
Monday. 

Ms. Arte told AFP 1 1 oil 
storage tanks had been 
“burned oul We are trying 
to save six more and think 
we will be able to do so.” 
She said petroleum prod- 
ucts in the burning tanks 
were being allowed to 
“bum” out in controlled 
conditions. We fear people 
might still be trapped in the 
complex though it is diffi- 
cult to assess the numbers 
right now.” 

Indian officials estimated 
loss of petroleum, kerosene 
and liquefied petroleum 
gas from the blaze at $400 
million. Air force planes 
Sunday flew 45 tonnes of , 
foam and emulsions to help 1 
fight the blaze. 

The refinery is in a 
densely-populated indus- 
trial belt in Visakhapat- 
nam, which also serves as a 
major Indian naval base. 
Most residents took the 
blast that preceded the fire 
as an earthquake. 

The explosion, heard 
over a 30-kiloraetre radius, 
also damaged a nearby 
buildings, including a na- 
val headquarters. Some 
caved in. 

'There has been some 
damage to our headquar- 
ters,” said Vice-Admiral 
P.S. Das from the Indian 
Navy’s Eastern Command. 
“We have to assess the 
extent of the damage.” 


South African rescuers 
said it was a calculated 
guess that it had collided 
with a U.S. C-141 military 
cargo plane, canying nine 
people, which also vanished 
in file same area and at the 
same time, German and 
U.S. officials saidSunday. 

Mr. Saban said Namibia’s 
sea fisheries vessel Tobias 
Hainyeko which has been in 
the search area since Sun- 
day night, had found the 
wreckage at S:35 a.m. local 
time (0635 GMT) Monday. 

Two South African Air 
Force planes, a Boeing and 
a C-130, are also in the area 
hunting for survivors. 

German weather ships 
were also helping, and Bonn 
said it was sending other air 
force planes to the region. 

France also despatched a 
navy frigate Floreal from 
nearby Gabon and a sea res- 
cue aircraft. 

An indistinct voice appar- 
ently issuing a Mayday sig- 


nal was monitored late 
Sunday by the French aircraft 
but a French military 
spokesman said Monday it 
may have been a muffled sig- 
nal from other search planes. 

“Nothing allows (U.S.) to 
say that it came from the 
missing planes ” be said of 
tiie broken, barely audible 
voice monitored on the 
international radio frequen- 
cy used for distress calls. 

The two aircraft had been 
on separate missions. 

On board the German 
plane were 12 Marine sol- 
diers, 10 crew members and 
the wives of two crew mem- 
bers. They had been invited 
to Cape Town for a regatta 
celebrating the 75th anni- 
versary of the South African 
Navy. 

German Defence Minister 
Volker Ruehe said radio 
contact with the aircraft was 
lost shortly after 1400 GMT 
Saturday. 

“We can only assume that 


the plane has crashed and 
that all 24 passengers on 
board are. dead.” he said. 

“It cannot be ruled out that 
the missing (German) plane 
possibly collided with an 
American military aircraft 
and crashed,” a German De- 
fence Ministry spokesman 
said. 

In Washington the De- 
fense Department said a 
giant U.S. Air Force C-141 
was missing off the coast 
where the Cunene River, 
Namibia’s border with An- 
gola, runs into the Atlantic. 

The C-141 with nine crew 
members was on its way 
from Namibia to Ascension 
Island, where it was due to 
arrive Saturday at 7:51 p.m. 
local time. 

South African rescue 
experts said the airspace 
where the planes went miss- 
ing was the joint responsi- 
bility of South Africa, 
Angola and Namibia. 
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The pilot of an F-117A Stealth fighter ejects from his craft just before the plane tum- 
bled to the ground. Amateur video showed parts of the plane breaking off as it start- 
ed to climb after flying level over the airfield at an airsbow. Four people on the 
ground suffered minor henries after pieces of the plane fell on houses, but the pilot 
walked away unharmed (Center photo) 

‘Stealth’ fighter crashes in U.S. 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
U.S. Air Force F-I17A 
Stealth fighter broke up and 
crashed into three houses in 
Maryland Sunday after the 
pilot ejected from the air- 
craft during an air show, the 
Defence Department said. 

Four people on the ground 
suffered minor injuries after 
pieces of the plane plunged 
into the houses, authorities 
said. 

Amateur video showed 
parts of the plane breaking 
off as it started to climb 
after flying level over the 
airfield outside Baltimore. 

The plane- then tumbled 
and rolled, trailing smoke 
and other material, the 
videotape showed. A sharp 
explosion marked the pi- 
lot’s ejection and the plane 
then tumbled straight to the 
ground. 

Local emergency officials 
said there were no fatalities. 

"It occurred during a fly- 
over at an air show,” De- 
fence Department spokes- 
man Ken Bacon told Reu- 
ters. “The pilot is undergo- 
ing emergency treatment." 

Mr. Bacon said the black 
aircraft designed to evade 
radar detection crashed 
about 3 p.m. EDT, about a 
kilometre southeast of 
Martin State Airport, which 
is about 21 kilometres east 
of Baltimore. 

No one was killed in the 
accident, said Pam Miles of 
the Bowleys Quarters Vo- 
lunteer Fire Department, 
which responded to the 
crash. 

CapL Keri Humphrey, an 


air force spokeswoman at 
the Pentagon, said the pilot 
of the downed aircraft had 
parachuted safely and was 
being taken to Andrews Air 
Force Base in the Washing- 
ton suburb of Maryland for 
observation. 

Four people on the ground 
— one man and three 
women — sustained min or 
injuries, said Steve GisrieL. 
a captain with Baltimore 
County's Fire Department. 

The crash occurred as the 
plane was performing at the 
annual Chesapeake Air 
Show, he said. “It was doing 
a fly-by for the crowd and 
suddenly crashed,” he said. 

The aircraft, which was 
canying 4,9^0 kilo- 
grammes of fuel, exploded, 
destroying a house, a garage 
and two motor vehicles, and 
damaging two other homes, 
Mr. Gisriel said. 

“It Could have been a lot 
worse,” he told Reuters. “It 
went down in a quiet area.” 

Fire fighters used foam 
and water to put out the 
blaze. 

Authorities ordered the 
evacuation of a three block 
area as a hazardous materi- 
als team scoured the crash 
site. Up to 50 people were 
forced from their homes. 
Mr. Gisriel said. 

The investigation will be 
handled by the air force, he 
added. 

Officials could not imme- 
diately determine the cause 
of the crash, which forced 
the closing of the airport, 
but witnesses reported that 
they saw pan of the tail of 


the aircraft fall off during 
flight 

The F-I17 was used with 
devastating effect to drop 
laser-guided bombs on Iraqi 
military targets during the 
1991 Gulf War. The bai- 
wing-shaped aircraft is buili 
of special composite mate- 
rials which absorb and def- 
lect radar signals. The 
planes are used to attack at 
night because they fly slow- 
er than the speed of sound. 

There are currently about 
55 of the single-seat F-117 
jets, all based at Holloman 
AFB, New Mexico, where 
the plane that crashed was 
basal 

The planes were built by 
Lockheed corp before it 
merged with Martin Mariet- 
ta Corp. to form Lockheed 
Martin Corp. They were 
built as part of a super- 
secret air force "black" pro- 
gramme, and the first was 
delivered to the air force in 
1982 and the last in 1992. 

At least two of the aircraft 
have previously crashed 
during training flights. 

The little jets are 20.3 me- 
tres long and have a wing- 
span of 13.3 metres. They 
weigh (23,625 kg) without a 
weapons load. 

The U.S. military is cur- 
rently looking to the F-22, a 
new faster-than-sound 
Stealth fighter, to replace 
the F-l 17s after the turn of 
the century. The F-22, 
which is being developed 
by Lockheed Martin, made 
its first test flight in Georgia 
this month. 


U.S. biophysicist admits spying for Russia 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
U.S. Biophysicist Theodore 
Hall, the youngest member 
of the Los Alamos team that 
developed the atomic bomb 
dropped on Nagasaki in 
1945. admits in a new book 
that he passed nuclear sec- 
rets to the Soviet Union. 

Statements from Mr. Hall, 
who is now 7 1 years old and 
living in Cambridge, 
England, appear in a new- 
book, "Bombshell: the sec- 
ret story of America's un- 
known atomic spy conspira- 
cy." 

The book, published by 
Times Books/Random 
House, arrives in book- 
stores this week and will be 
officially released Oct 1. 


statements from the book 
were released Sunday. 

In over 100 hours of inter- 
views with the book's au- 
thors, foreign correspon- 
dents Joseph Albright and 
Marcia Kunstel of the Cox 
newspaper, Mr. Hall told of 
his concern about a possible 
U.S- monopoly on nuclear 
weapons ‘and said he felt no 
remorse about sharing in- 
formation with the Soviets, 
since they were U.S. allies 
at the time. 

FBI and National Security 
Agency documents cited in 
the book show that Mr. Hall 
was the target of an FBI 
espionage investigation in 
the 1950s and 1960s, but 
was never charged. 


No comment was imme- 
diately available Sunday 
from the FBI or the Justice 
Department. 

“During 1944. 1 was wor- 
ried about the dangers of an 
American monopoly of ato- 
mic weapons if there should 
be a postwar depression,” 
Mr. Hall is quoted as say- 
ihg. 

“To help prevent that 
monopoly I contemplated a 
brief encounter with a 
Soviet agent, just to inform 
them of the existence of the 
A-Bomb project” 

Mr. Hall said he anticipat- 
ed a very limited contact, 
but things turned out differ- 
ently. 
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Agenda requires lobbying 

THE EFFORT that is being put in compil- 
ing a women agendfa through the input of 
all women from different parts of the 
Kingdom is an excellent learning experi- 
ence for those involved especially that once 
the demands are compared, one finds that 
they are similar if not identical in all parts 
of the country. That is proof that a nation- 
al women agenda is both possible and real- 
istic. 

Once such an agenda is finalised by law 
experts, who know what works and what 
doesn’t, and who are able to set priorities, 
what remains is how to put the agenda in 
motion. 

The fact that the “Convention on 
Jordanian Women’s Demands for the 
Upcoming Parliamentary Elections” is held 
at this time, when candidates are launching 
their campaigns, is a good sign that the 
organisers of the convention recognise that 
unless the demands are brought to the 
attention of the women candidates them- 
selves, the cause of the women may never 
be considered a major issue at the next 
Parliament and will probably be ignored 
again just like it was in the past. 

But informing the public that women have 
demands and providing the candidates 
with a list of these demands is not enough. 
What needs to be done is to finalise a com- 
prehensive plan that outlines the specific 
actions necessary to bring about change, 
and ensures that women unify their forces 
behind such an agenda. 

This is where the lack of effective' lobbies 
in Jordan is felt most. Whereas in most 
countries, parliamentary candidates pur- 
sue the blessings of msu'or lobbies in order 
to secure victory, Jordanians have not yet 
learned to play the political game properly 
by utilising the power of pressure groups as 
a weapon that produces the most effective 
results. 

When it comes to the basic principle of 
equality between men and women, for 
example, it is of great value for women to 
ensure that a man candidate has taken a 
clear position on women’s demands before 
he gets their backing. This is the right time 
to get such commitment from candidates, 
but where are the lobbies that are able to 
secure such commitment? 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for Al Arab Al Yawm called for the estab- 
lishment of railways communications in Jordan as a 
means to solve the transportation problem, strengthen 
the national economy and curtail pollution to the envi- 
ronment caused by vehicle exhaust fumes. Khaled 
Zubeidi said that railways are badly needed to link 
Amman with Zarqa and Irbid. in the north, and Aqaba, 
in the south, and contribute to addressing transport 
problems in the densely populated areas of the country. 
Jordan is also in bad need of railways to link the coun- 
try with the neighbouring countries of Iraq, Syria and 
Palestine, to promote economic and trade relations and 
build stronger ties among the Arab people in these 
countries. The writer blamed the political differences 
among Arab regimes which, be said, to date prevented 
the construction of a network of railways to serve the 
national economy and transport passengers and goods, 
as is the case with most countries of the world. He said 
that Jordan is in dire need of investment in this impor- 
tant sector and stressed that the private sector can be 
encouraged to embark on this lucrative enterprise 
which will have great benefits for the whole country. 

A WRITER for Al Ra’i said that U.S. Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright's tour of the Middle East was 
a courtesy visit which achieved nothing though it took 
place amid an escalation of tension. Hussein Abu 
Rumman said that the visit enabled the Arab leaders to 
learn more about the views of the U.S. administration 
vis-i-vis the stalled Middle East peace process and to 
realise that Washington is definitely unwilling to come 
up with ideas to give impetus to the peace-making 
process. The U.S. is to blame for the deadlock, of 
course, since it is the sponsor of the peace process and 
a superpower that has pfedged to act as an active part- 
ner in settling the Arab-Israeli conflict, according to the 
writer. How long will the U.S. remain passive in this 
regard and for how longjwill Washington overlook and 
condone Israel’s illegal 1 actions and its policies that 
have obstructed the path of a just peace, asked the 
writer. Indeed. Washington's condoning the Israeli 
actions and behaviour vis-a-vis the peace process con- 
stitutes a cover up for Israel’s aggression and an 
encouragement for Netanyahu’s disregard of the inter- 
national legitimacy, said the writer. He said in the face 
of this situation, the Arab countries are called on to pro- 
vide material and other forms of aid to the Palestinians 
so that they can thwart Israel’s objectives and maintain 
their struggle and steadfastness. 



The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khouri 


Seeking peace, but still 
counting the dead and disenfranchised 


WHEN IT was all over, personality proved much less sig- 
nificant than policy. U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright’s first trip to the Middle East in the past five days 
very much continued the political tradition and the diplo- 
matic tone of many similar trips by her predecessors: a 
clear desire to speak to Israeli and Arab demands in a 
rather balanced manner, no solid indication that U.S. pol- 
icy would reflect the same son of balance, incrementally 
greater American engagement in the mechanics of Arab- 
Israeli negotiations, and a combination of positive and 
negative signs on the ground. 

Her visiting the region and personally engaging all sides 
in negotiations is probably a positive sign, reflecting 
heightened American interest in the fate of the Arab- 
Israeli peace making. I say “probably” because the United 
States’ track record in impartiality in the Holy Land 
remains, like Madeleine Albright’s brief baseball pitching 
career to date, heroic in its intent, impressive in its 
preparatory zeal, mediagenic in its execution, but very dis- 
appointing in its final output. More significant perhaps 
than trips by herself and Dennis Ross is the now direct 
participation by U.S. security officials in the bilateral 
Israeli-Palestinian security committee. 

Through such direct involvement in the nitty-gritty of 
Israeli-Arab negotiations and bilateral contacts, the United 
States is simultaneously playing the vital roles of facilita- 
tor, witness, mediator and judge. It will almost surely have 
to get off the fence and make its views known on con- 
tentious issues, the first of which has been squarely 
defined by the Israelis: whether the Palestinians are taking 
effective action against terror. If the American rhetorical 
tendency towards even-handedness is matched by parallel 
political and diplomatic balance, then greater U.S. 
involvement will be a good thing. If not, nobody should be 
surprised when the cycle of violence increases and seeks 
out new targets. 

The Palestinians have proved yet again both their weak- 
ness and their maturity. Their weakness and relative diplo- 
matic isolation have compelled them to respond to the 
Israeli- American insistence on making anti-terror action 
the first step towards any reinvigoration of the peace 
process. Their maturity has allowed them to link their 
response to the Israeli demands to the question that is most 
important to the Palestinians and Arabs — stopping the 
continued expansion of Israeli settlements and colonies in 
the territories occupied by Israel in the 1967 war. 

The Israeli government's decision Sunday to relax some 
of the harsh measures it had taken against die Palestinians 
after the recent bombings in Jerusalem was stated as a 
direct goodwill gesture and response to stepped-up 
Palestinian efforts to fight terror. It is good that the 
Palestinians are fi ghtin g terror and the Israelis are rescind- 
ing their draconian punitive measures against the 


Palestinians; but it is bad that these actions are taking 
place in a manner that effectively institutionalises an 
imperial-vassal relationship between Israel and Yasser 
Arafat’s Palestinian National Authority tPNA). 

The Americans should seek to revive sufficient trust 
between Israelis and Palestinians to get them both to 
implement die Oslo agreements' provisions in full because 
both sides see this as the means to a fair and lasting peace. 
If mutual implementation of Oslo’s terms will only occur 
after Israel unilaterally promotes its security as the priori- 
ty litmus test and prerequisite of peace-making, without 
equal importance attached to the rights and demands of 
the Palestinians and Arabs, then the promise of fair and 
lasting peace will be washed away in a flood of mutual 
fears and panic. 

Madeleine Albright, Bill Clinton and many other 

"Madeleine Albright y BUI Clinton and 
many other Americans and Israelis have 
said forcefully that there is no 'moral 
equivalence' between Arabs killing 
Israelis and Israelis expanding their set- 
tlements. This is correct, for killing people 
is clearly a more odious moral act than 
taking someone’s land. Though philo- 
sophically compelling , moral equivalence 
is also rather peripheral, for the conflict 
we suffer is not primarily a moral one. It 
is a political and national struggle 
between Zionism and Arabism, between 
the national rights of the Jewish people 
and the national rights of the Palestinians 
and other Arabs. " 

Americans and Israelis have said forcefully that there is no 
“moral equivalence" between Arabs killing Israelis and 
Israelis expanding their settlements. This is correct, for 
killin g people is clearly a more odious moral act than tak- 
ing someone's land, lliough philosophically compelling, 
moral equivalence is also rather peripheral, for the conflict 
we suffer is not primarily a moral one. 

It is a political and national struggle between Zionism 
and Arabism, between the national rights of the Jewish 
people and the national rights of the Palestinians and other 
Arabs. The more pressing equation that must be appreci- 


ated and addressed is political equivalence: the respective 
political responses that are elicited in Israel by Arab terror, 
and in Palestine by Israeli colonisation and confiscation of 
Arab lands. 

The cost of political equivalence are mutually high. 
Yesterday. Monday, was rather typical in this respect two 
Israeli soldiers were killed in southern Lebanon, and some 
Israeli Jews moved into homes in the Ras El Amoud dis- 
trict of predominantly Arab East Jerusalem. Israel s con- 
tinued determination to ensure the security of its citizens 
through occupying Arab lands has. ironically, only 
increased the number of Israeli dead. A total of 33 Israelis 
have been killed in southern Lebanon this year to date foot 
counting the scores of other Israelis killed in military acci- 
dents associated with Israel’s occupation of southern 
Lebanon). The moral issues in southern Lebanon are fas- 
cinating; the political and human consequences are terri- 
ble for both Lebanese and Israelis. So, do we talk morali- 
ty, or something else? 

The Israeli insistence on the right of Jews to settle and 
live in any part of what they consider to be the biblical 
land of Greater Israel has now become the single greatest 
source of bitterness and even hatred towards Israelis and 
Jews by Palestinians and Arabs. It is not coincidental that 
the Paiestinian-Israeli and Arab-Israeli peace process 
effectively stopped in March in response to the Israeli 
decision to construct what Israel says is a new Jewish 
neighbourhood at Har Homa, near Jerusalem, and what 
the Palestinians see as a new Jewish colonial settlement in 
the Arab district of Jabal Abu Ghneim. Jewish settlements 
in the Jerusalem area are the only real red line that the 
Palestinians have ever drawn. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu’s adviser 
David Bar-Illan said earlier this week that Israelis could 
not freeze settlements because they could not freeze life. 
The analogy is intriguing and incomplete. Its full dimen- 
sions should reflect the reality of both the Israelis and the 
Palestinians, who are like Siamese twins destined to spend 
Lheir lives in close proximity to one another, perpetually 
sharing vital organs like Jerusalem, water and the sea. In 
such a context extended life to one twin can mean death 
to the other. Or. a way can be found for both to enjoy life. 

Madeleine Albright’s visit has emphasised the fact that 
the interests of both sides in the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
of both principal partners in the Israeli-Palestinian con- 
flict must be addressed with simultaneous urgency and 
importance, if the rights of either side are to be achieved. 
On the rhetorical and symbolic level, her visit has been 
positive and useful. On the political level, we will watch 
closely to see if her good words are matched by equally 
fine deeds. In the meantime, we will continue to count the 
dead, the dispersed and the disenfranchised, in both Israeli 
and Arab lands. 


Israel disregards international laws, 


has racial policies for the Palestinians 


By Lu’ayy Minwer 
Al-Rimawi 

Following is the second of a 
series of articles and 
excepts from work due for 
publication in the forthcom- 
ing issue of the 1997 
Yearbook of Islamic and 
Middle Eastern Laws, 
London, UK, dealing with 
the issue of Israeli civilian 
settlements in light of recent 
political developments. The 
author, who contributed the 
article to the Jordan Times, 
is a law doctoral researcher 
in regulation of Arab securi- 
ties markets and a Tutorial 
Fellow and part-time 
teacher of hue motional law 
at the London School of 
Economics, University of 
London: 

ISRAEL HAS traditionally 
applied discriminatory and 
racial policies directed 
ag ains t tile Pales tinians . 
These policies are embod- 
ied in the Citizenship Law 
of 1952, the 1974 Entry to 
Israel Regulations, the 
Population Registry Law, 
the Law of Return, the 
Status Law of 1952, etc. 
Moreover, the legal authori- 
ty for determining who is 
entitled to reside in 
Jerusalem rests in the hands 
of the Israeli interior minis- 
ter. For example, if Israelis 
are exempt from such 
restrictions, Palestinians 
residing in Jerusalem must, 
inter alia, obtain a re-entry 
visa if they do not want to 
risk losing their right of 
return, must have a valid 
Jerusalem Identity Card if 
they want to register their 
children as Jerusalem resi- 
dents, must not live abroad 
for more than seven years, 
otherwise they automatical- 
ly lose their residency 
rights, and must not apply 
for residency/citizenship 
elsewhere, otherwise they 
lose their right to reside in 
Jerusalem. 

However, out of 170.000 
Palestinians who hold 
Jerusalem residency cards 
today. Israel has revoked 
almost around 3,900 since 
1967. Moreover, almost 700 


Jerusalem residency cards 
were revoked in 1996, the 
highest number of revoca- 
tions since 1967. It is also 
feared that new, restrictive 
Israeli policies in Jerusalem 
may eventually lead to 

120.000 Palestinians living 
in Jerusalem (.70 per cent of 
Arab Jerusalemites; losing 
their residency cards. Local 
Palestinian sources also 
estimate that building 
restrictions ' and housing 
shortages in Jerusalem have 
forced between 40,000 to 

60.000 Palestinians to move 
out into nearby villages. 

However, as a result of 
Israeli depopulation prac- 
tices, it is estimated that the 
Arab majority in Jerusalem 
has dwindled by 70 per 
cent. Needless to say, 
according to B’Tselem, 
Palestinians are allowed to 
build on less than 20 per 
cent of the areas Israel 
occupied in 1967. In the 
areas in which building is 
allowed, municipal zoning 
laws prohibit construction 
of buildings that are more 
than four stories high. In 
addition, and in order to 
complicate things further, 
Israel imposes very high 
Licensing fees on 
Palestinians who want to 
build or expand their houses 
in Arab East Jerusalem. 

It is estimated today that 
since 1967,' the number of 
Israeli settlers in Arab East 
Jerusalem has grown to 
constitute 76 per cent of the 
total increase in Jerusalem’s 
Jewish population. 

Moreover, Arab East 
Jerusalem now contains 10 
major settlements. These 
settlements are: Ramot 

(39,000 inhabitants), Gilo 
(30,000 inhabitants), Pisgat 
Ze'ev (30,000 inhabitants). 
Neve Ya’acov (20,000 
inhabitants). East Talpiot 
(18,000 inhabitants), 
French Hill (9,000 inhabi- 
tants), Ramar Eshkol (6,500 
inhabitants), Ml Scopus 
(5,000 inhabitants). MaTot 
Dafha (4,606 . inhabitants) 
and Old City (2,300 inhabi- 
tants). However, even after 
the signing and the partial 
implementation of the Oslo 


accords, Israel still remains 
in control of 72 per cent of 
Area C and 27 per cent of 
Area B in the West Bank, 
while retaining 40 per cent 
of the Gaza Strip, though 
latest estimates put settle- 
ments at around 150. with 
almost 160,000 settlers. 

Despite the ongoing peace 
process, an analysis by the 
Israeli army, which was pre- 
sented to the Israeli cabinet 
on Feb. 10. 1997, identified 
its final status requirements. 
The requirements included 
permanent presence of the 
Israeli array in settlement 
blocks in the northern West 
Bank and the Jerusalem 
region, control of major 
east-west and north-south 
West Bank arteries and con- 
trol of the Jordan Valley and 
the border with Jordan. 

International conventions 

which proscribe Israeli 
settlements building 

The occupied territories 
comprise the West Bank 
(including Arab East 
Jerusalem, which was for- 
mally annexed by Israel in 
1980), the Gaza Strip and 
the occupied- Golan 
Heights. Israel’s control of 
these areas has never been 
sanctioned by international 
agreement. Israeli measures 
annexing Arab East 
Jerusalem, as enshrined in 
the 1980 Israeli Basic Law 
and subsequent legislation, 
were declared null and void 
by Security Council resolu- 
tions 465 (March 1, 1980), 
476 (June 30, 1980), 478 
(Aug. 20. 1980) and 

General Assembly resolu- 
tions 35/1 69E (Dec. 15, 

1980) , 36/15 (Oct. 28, 

1981) , 36/120E (Dec. 10, 
1981). Moreover, on more 
than one occasion, 
UNESCO (in resolution 
1503.343 of 1968. resolu- 
tion 11.3 of 1985, resolution 
5.4.1 of 1986 and resolution 
11.6 of 1987) declared 
Israeli attempts at altering 
the Arab and Islamic char- 
acter of Arab East 
Jerusalem null and void. 
However, settlements activ- 
ities also include construct- 


ing ring roads and bypass 
roads between Israeli civil- 
ian settlements inter se and 
between them and other 
Israeli cities. For example, 
the current constructing of a 
new bypass road after the 
confiscation of 65 dunums 
(65.000 square metres) west 
of Betooian village near 
Ramallah. Illegal settle- 
ments activities also encom- 
pass infrastructural projects, 
such as Israeli government’s 
construction of a four-lane 
highway in the West Bank 
which encircles East 
Jerusalem and its expropria- 
tion of large lands in order 
to connect the West Bank 
settlement of Maale 
Adumira to settlements in 
the north of Arab East 
Jerusalem. 


Brief overview of 
international rules applied to 
military occupations 


•* r C" 

laws on occupation ; 
enshrined in: the laws 
war the 1907 Hag 
Regulations (hereinafter i 
Hague Regulations); i 
1954 Hague Cultu 
Property Convention a 
Protocol; the 1949 Gent 
Conventions; and the 19 
Geneva Protocol 1 (he 
inafter the 1977 Fi 
Geneva Protocol). Laws 
war draw no distincti 
between lawful and unla 
fill occupations. For exa 
pie, in US v. List (I 
Hostage Case), it was si 
gested that laws of war wt 
applicable even without d 
crimination against t 
aggressor. Neither is th 
applicability affected by i 
characterisation of the ac 
al hostilities as a state 
war, or mere use of fori 
Protecting the civilian pc 
illation from the oppressi 
of the occupant and limiti 
its factual power is the ha 
mark of the law on belligi 
ent occupation. 


Due to the prolonged 
nature of the Israeli occupa- 
tion. many complications 
have arisen and traditional 
international conventions 
on occupation cannot 


always provide comprehen- 
sive remedies. It has there- 
fore been suggested that 
“those provisions of human 
rights treaties (for example, 
the International Covenant 
on Human Rights 1966. 
generally, and Article 15 of 
die European Convention 
on Human Rights 1951) 
from which no derogation is 
permitted, protect basic 
humanitarian standards 
rather than rights such as 
freedom of speech and 
assembly." 

The Israeli occupation of 
the Arab territories is tech- 
nically characterised as a 
“belligerent occupation" or 
occupatio bellica. The key 
distinguishing characteris- 
tics of belligerent occupa- 
tion are that it: "is; ta) by 
belligerent states: ib) of a 
territory of an enemy bel- 
ligerent state; (c) during the 
course of am armed con- 
flict. and (d) before any 
general armistice arrange- 
ment is concluded." 
Morgenstem also suggested 
that “belligerent occupation 
is a legal regime circum- 
scribed by the limits which 
international law places on 
the authority of the occu- 
pant.” 


The 1907 

Hague Regulations 

Israeli courts and legal lit- 
erature have accepted the de 
jure applicability of the 
Hague Regulations, as 
Israel has characterised 
them as customary interna- 
tional law, like in the Beth 
El case where, in light of 
Dinstein’s article “The 
Judgement in the Matter of 
Pitchat Rafiah”, the court 
was of the opinion that the 
1907 Hague Regulations are 
generally regarded as cus- 
tomary international law. 
For his pan, Dinstein has 
stated that “the provisions 
of the Hague Regulations 
must be regarded nowadays 
as declaratory of general 
j customary) international 
law.” Moreover, the Israeli 
High Court, in its decision 
in the Cooperative Society 
Case, stated that “the Hague 


Regulations are generally 
regarded as declaratory of 
customary international law 
and that they form pan of 
Israeli internal law and are 
directly enforceable in 
Israeli courts.” 

The 1949 Forth 
Geneva Convention 

Israel signed the Geneva 
Conventions on Dec. 8. 
1949. and, with reservation, 
ratified them on July 6. 
1951. The Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan acceded 
to them on April 21, 1953. 
Egypt signed them on Dec. 
S, 1949. and ratified them 
on Nov. 10, 1952. Syria 
signed them on Aug. 12. 
1949. and ratified them on 
Nov. 2. 1953. It has been 
persuasively argued that the 
1949 Geneva Conventions 
in general constitute cus- 
tomary international law 
and that “by definition, 
every provision of the 
Convention uhe Fourth 
Geneva Convention) forms 
an integrated part of inter- 
national law.” 

Some legal opinion sug- 
gests that the 1949 Fourth 
Geneva Convention “was 
intended to be and should 
be interpreted as a people- 

oriented convention, and 
not a territory-oriented con- 
vention." Moreover “the 
protection of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention is 
vouchsafed to every civilian 
in the occupied territories 
who is stateless.” 

Israel has nevertheless 
contended its de jure applic- 
ability and conceded to 
applying de facto ** 
“humanitarian provisions - 
Shamgar, while serving tj 1 
the post of attorney general* 
once opined that “the auR> 
made applicability of tw 
Fourth Convention to terri- 
tories administered by Brj* 1 
is. at least, extremely douK; 
ful.” In the CooperadJ 
Society Case, the Isfl® 
High Court was of the Op®' 
ion that “unlike the Hag® 
Regulations, the ^ 

Geneva Convention 
not form part of 
Internal law.” 
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Space-storm warning fans fear of millennium chaos 


Electronic stonns in the solar wind 
could add to the impact of the com- 
puter time-bomb linked to the year 
2000. As scientists grapple with the 
problem a controversial weather 
forecaster exerts efforts to pinpoint 
predictions of the threat from space. 


By Sharon Gerein 

LONDON — Computer 
experts racing to prevent 
the “millennium hug” from 
causing chaos to the 
world's information sys- 
tems are being alerted to an 
extra Threat — from outer 
space. 

The year 2000, besides 
baffling the many comput- 
ers equipped with only two 
digits to record dates, is 
also likely to see the next 
major space storm to affect 
the Earth. 

Space storms are intensi- 
fications and disturbances 
in the solar wind of mag- 
netically charged particles 
flowing from the Sun. They 
have die power to shut 
down electricity and 
telecommunications sys- 
tems, and scientists are 


concerned about the combi- 
nation of a major storm — 
or “solar maximum" — and 
the computer time-bomb. 

The millennium night- 
mare scenario is that satel- 
lites could be badly dam- 
aged. cutting communica- 
tions. while power supplies 
are being disrupted and 
computer systems are 
crashing or going haywire. 

Scientists are seeking 
ways to defuse the twin 
threat. 

“What is known is that 
the activities that cause 
solar winds have the poten- 
tial to cause massive dam- 
age to spacecraft in space 
and can % cause problems on 
Earth with electrical sys- 
tems such as power lines.’’ 
says Ron Thomas, a man- 
ager with the European 
Space Agency in Amster- 


dam. who has worked on a 
solar observation project 

A space storm is not like a 
hurricane, but an electrical 
force that can last for min- 
utes or even days, and can 
prove devastating to sensi- 
tive equipment. Storms 
occur infrequently and are 
linked to the 1 1-year cycle 
of solar activity. The last 
solar maximum, in 1989. 
knocked out a power grid in 
Quebec, Canada, leaving 
nearly seven million people 
without electricity for sev- 
eral days. 

While nothing can stop a 
storm, an accurate predic- 
tion could assist in prevent- 
ing damage, and one 
unconventional weather 
forecaster in Britain is on 
the case. 

Piers Corby n, a London 
physicist, is already making 
a good living out of provid- 
ing businesses with long- 
range weather forecasts 
based on his observations 
of solar activity. 

Traditional meteorolo- 
gists are sceptical of his 
work, but Mr. Corbyn says 
he can produce accurate 
and detailed forecasts for 
up to 1 1 months in advance. 

He says: “If we can accu- 


rately predict these (space) 
stonns. it could prove to be 
a very lucrative industry." 
There is vast potential to do 
business with insurance 
companies and organisa- 
tions owning satellites. 

One space storm could 
damage or destroy a satel- 
lite worth millions of dol- 
lars. It could prove life- 
threatening to astronauts in 
spacecraft. 

More than 1.400 satellites 
orbit the Earth. They are 
used for military and map- 
ping applications, scientific 
experimentation and obser- 
vation. telecommunica- 
tions. weather monitoring 
and navigational purposes. 

In 1994. three telecom- 
munications satellites were 
knocked out of service by a 
space . storm. The break- 
down to the TeJesat ANIK 
E-l, E-2, and INTELSAT- 
K disrupted broadcasting 
services in Europe and 
North America. Transmis- 
sions of credit-card transac- 
tions, electronic paging 
requests, television and 
radio broadcasts were tem- 
porarily halted. 

In 1996, another telecom- 
munications satellite. Tel- 
star 401, was destroyed. 


Israel to lift blockade, release PNA funds 

Mount of Olives in Arab 
east Jerusalem. 

‘The prime minister con- 
siders that it is not a good 
time for the project and he 
will invoke reasons of secu- 
rity or the public interest to 
oppose its launch." Mr. 
Bar- Elan said. 

An Israeli interior min- 
istry committee had earlier 
rejected an appeal against 
construction of the settle- 
ment project, which was 
approved by Jerusalem’s 
right-wing Mayor Ehud 
Olmert in July. 

Israel’s decision to start 
building in March on 
another 6,500 unit Jewish 
settlement project in Arab 
east Jerusalem provoked 
the current crisis in the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace 
process. 


(Continued from page 1) 

Palestinians from travelling 
between towns in the West 
Bank, was imposed on 
Sept. 4 after a bombing_ in 
Jerusalem which killed five 
Israelis. 

The government has also 
decided to ease slightly a 
security closure preventing 
Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip from 
travelling to Israel, first 
imposed after another 
bombing in July. 

Israel will allow some 
2.300 Palestinians back into 
Israel, including traders, 
medical and religious offi- 
cials and employees of 
international organisations, 
military sources said. 

But the other 60,000 
Palestinians with a permit 


to work in Israel, effective- 
ly unemployed because of 
the closure, are still banned 
from entering Israel, they 
said. 

Mr. Bar- Ilian also an- 
nounced that Israel will 
release about half the 
amount of funds in the form 
of tax revenue and customs 
duties it refused to pay as 
pan of economic sanctions 
imposed after the July 
bombing. 

He said the PNA had 
agreed to the creation of a 
“control mechanism" with 
the U.S. to ensure that ar- 
rested Islamists “are not 
immediately freed.’’ 

While insisting that the 
PNA commit to fight 
against terror. Ms. Albright 
also criticised Israel for its 
“unilateral" steps against 


the Palestinians and said 
she understood the suffer- 
ing caused by the economic 
sanctions. 

“I’ve made my views 
known that while I under- 
stand there are some ac- 
tions the Israeli government 
believes it must take for 
security reasons because of 
terrorist attacks, I don’t 
believe the holding back of 
revenues falls into that cat- 
egory,” she said Thursday. 

Last week the PNA 
sought emergency aid from 
countries that provide funds 
after its deficit blew out to 
$120 million. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Netanya- 
hu will also veto plans by a 
Jewish- American million- 
aire to build around 70 
homes for Jews in Ras A1 
Amoud. at the foot of the 


Israeli settlers move in eastern Jerusalem; block Hebron road 


(Continued from page 1) 

Opposition leader Ehud 
Barak said the government 
must evict the settlers. “We 
are a state of law and citi- 
zens do not lead their gov- 
ernment by the nose on the 
most sensitive, explosive 
issues so that other citizens 
can pay for it with their per- 
sonal safety." 

His Majesty King Hus- 
sein said after meeting Ms. 
Albright Sunday that the 
region faced "explosions’* 
in the absence of peace 


talks. 

Ms. Albright rattled 

Israeli officialdom last 

week with a surprise public 
call for a “time-out” in set- 
tlement expansion. 

Israel flatly rejected the 
plea, countering it could no 
more freeze settlement than 
“freeze life.” 

Meanwhile, Israeli set- 
tlers Monday blocked a 
road linking their enclave 
with the rest of Hebron to 
protest plans to reopen the 
artery to Palestinian traffic, 
witnesses said. 


Israeli police have begun 
towing away the 10 cars 
which blocked Shuhada 
(Martyrs') Street, said the 
sources. 

The settlers oppose reno- 
vation of the street which 
connects the 20 per cent of 
Hebron occupied by Israel 
with the remainder of the 
city, which is governed by 
the PNA. 

The municipality is 
enlarging the street and 
improving the sewerage 
system and lighting with 
U.S. aid, in order to reopen 


it to Palestinian vehicles. 

Israel closed the street 
after the February 1994 
massacre by an extremist 
Jewish settler of 29 Pales- 
tinians at prayer. 

The street was partially 
reopened under the agree- 
ment signed in January 
handing SO per cent of 
Hebron over to the PNA but 
leaving Israeli troops in the 
remaining 20 per cent to 
guard the 400 militant Jew- 
ish settlers living in 
enclaves there. 


Jordan must build sound economy — Crown Prince 


(Continued from page 1) 

achieve sustainable eco- 
nomic growth." 

"The tigers of Southeast 
Asia, the United States. 
Britain and Poland are 
among such countries." he 
said. 

However, the Crown 
Prince emphasised that 
“experience has shown that 
a sound industrial policy is 
the major engine for eco- 
nomic development." "This 
policy must be flexible, 
dynamic and forward look- 
ing." 

Tt must be articulated by 
all those involved in the 
economy, with the govern- 
ment’s role limited to that 
of catalyst. This policy 
must benefit from the free 
flow and exchange of infor- 
mation, a comprehensive 
knowledge base and a con- 
tinuous assessment of mar- 
ket needs," the Crown 
Prince said. 

The Crown Prince 
emphasised that it should 
be the private sector that 
must take the lead in pro- 
pelling economic growth. 

“But the maximisation of 
the involvement of the pri- 
vate sector requires admin- 
istrative reforms that ensure 
accountability and trans- 
parency. ’’ 

He also emphasised the 
“importance of well-trained 
and qualified human 
resources.’’ “Human 

resources are the main pil- 
lar of economic develop- 
ment." 


He added that Jordan 
which has for long realised 
the “importance of invest- 
ing in the education and 
training of its human 
resources.’’ faces the chal- 
lenge of tapping this invest- 
ment "in order to achieve 
higher productivity and 
more efficient management 
resources." 

While avoiding to under- 
estimate the success that 
Jordan has made in the var- 
ious economic and devel- 
opment fields, “our eco- 
nomic achievements must 
reflect on all segments of 
society." the Prince 
stressed. 

"Our economic reform 
programme has been a 
showcase for the IMF. but 
people cannot eat funda- 
mentals.” 

“The human being and his 
well-being are the objec- 
tives of development” That 
is why Jordan adopted ear- 
lier this year its Social Pro- 
ductivity Package, “which 
is a comprehensive and an 
all-inclusive plan at 
increasing the quality of 
life for the less fortunate 
sectors of society.” Prince 
Hassan explained. 

The Science Week, the 
Crown Prince stressed, ben- 
efited from Japan's indus- 
trial experience, Canada's 
development of its civil 
service and the United 
Kingdom’s development of 
quality control. 

“We hope it (the Science 
Week) will make positive 
contribution to plans for the 


development of our nation- 
al economy, through identi- 
fying points of weakness 
and proposing new courses 
of action," the Crown 
Prince said. 

The Prince concluded by 
urging the participants to 
come up with recommenda- 
tions that would include 
“practical mechanism that 
will help bring about a 
qualitative jump in the per- 
formance of our national 
economy." 

The activities of this 
week’s science conference 
were preceded by three 
roundtable meetings in the 
past few weeks that focused 
on the industrial policy in 
the Kingdom in comparison 
to the Japanese and Canadi- 
an experiences and tackled 
issues related to civil ser- 
vice, transparency and 
accountability, according to 
Ranwa Khatib, the coordi- 
nator of information at the 
Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) which organised the 
event. 

Also, addressing the 

opening session, was Said 
Alloush, president of the 
RSS. 

Dr. Alloush explained that 
the science weeks that are 
held annually aim to trans- 
late scientific theories that 
pertain to different human 
endeavours into concrete 
actions. 

The first Science Week 
held in 1993 was under the 
title of “Science and Tech- 
nology for Development 
Services: Towards More 


Self-Reliance.” The 1994 
conference was entitled 
’The National Policy for 
Science and Technology 
and the Role of Defensive 
Resources in Develop- 
ment." 

The third was called 
“Land Resources for Opti- 
mal Lise.” the fourth week 
in 1 996 was under the title 
of “Man and Earth: Human 
Resources Towards Harmo- 
ny. Land Resources 
Towards Integration." 

This year’s week is being 
attended by Jordanian and 
international experts in 
order to discuss various 
national issues and devise 
recommendations to pro- 
mote the quality of work, 
increase productivity and 
introduce transparency, 
Ms. Khatib explained. 

Also, addressing the 
meeting was Thabet Al 
Taher, a former minister 
and president of the confer- 
ence’s steering committee. 

“Jordan is going to face 
challenges in its efforts to 
liberalise its economy," 
Mr. Taher said in his open- 
ing speech. 

Mr. Taher said that these 
challenges will take place 
as Jordan will soon sign a 
partnership agreement with 
the EU and join the WTO. 

He added that this will 
require serious efforts to 
increase the Kingdom’s 
competitiveness and to 
raise the level of its prod- 
ucts and services to interna- 
tional standards. 


An ill wind 



Scientists have yet to deter- 
mine if the loss was due to 
a design failure or a space 
storm. The satellite, which 
was insured, will cost more 
than S130 million to 
replace. 

Paul Churchill, a London 
underwriter who insures 
satellites, suggested to Mr. 
Corbyn that he turn his 
hand to predicting space 
storms. 

“There are about 1,400 
satellites and only half are 
insured." says Mr. 
Churchill. “If we know 


when and where a space 
storm will hit, and with 
what impact, it would allow 
the industry to insure for 
risks or take precautionary 
measures to protect the 
satellite.” 

Accurate prediction of an 
intense space storm would 
enable operators to reposi- 
tion the device or shut it 
down and switch to alterna- 
tive satellites out of the 
storm’s range. 

Mr. Corbyn has conduct- 
ed two public trials. “One 
was highly successful, the 


other was marginally suc- 
cessful,” he says. “We still 
need to do more research 
and to conduct more trials.’’ 

The space forecasts he 
can provide are not 
detailed. “It’s a bit like say- 
ing there will be a flood, 
but we can’t say precisely 
what areas will be hit, how 
much flooding will occur or 
exactly when it will hap- 
pen." 

Mr. Churchill, however, 
believes that it will be only 
a matter of time and money 
before Mr. Corbyn and bis 


10 assistants are able to 
fine-tune the forecasts. 

“When it comes to die 
weather, he is absolutely 
right on," says Mr. 
Churchill. “He has a great 
product and foe business 
potential is huge. If he can 
continue to increase his 
accuracy in predicting the 
lohg-range weather on 
Earth, then presumably he 
should be able to predict 
accurately what’s going to 
happen in space.” 

Gemini News Service 


Albright calls for end to south Lebanon violence 


(Continued from page 1) 

sidelines of the U.N. Gen- 
eral Assembly on SepL 29 
in New York. 

Ms. Albright arrived in 
Lebanon by helicopter and 
landed at foe heavily 
guarded U.S-. embassy 
compound on the north- 
eastern outskirts of Beirut 
in a UH-60 Blackhawk 


helicopter and headed by 
motorcade to the presiden- 
tial palace for talks with 
Lebanese leaders about 
the last active Arab-Israeli 
warfront. 

She had left Amman ear- 
lier in the day saying 
“small steps" had been 
made towards breaking a 
deadlock in Arab-lsraeli 
peacemaking. 


Ms. Albright flew to 
Cyprus, where she left her 
official aircraft for (be 
one-hour helicopter flight 
to Beirut (See story on 
Albright’s visit to 
Cyprus on page 12). 

Cruising offshore was 
the missile Cruiser USS 
Spruancei -which had been 
brought in especially for 
the visit 


She scheduled an hour- 
long meeting with Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi and 
Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri. 

Lebanon was the last 
stage of Ms. Albright's 
six-day Middle East tour, 
and she left Beirut later 
Monday for Cyprus where 
she was due to board her 
plane for Washington, 
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Eight sewage contracts signed Monday 



Ministry of Water and Irrigation Munther Haddadin (second from right) Sunday 
signs contracts with representatives of local companies (Petra photo.) 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Water and Irri- 
gation Monday signed 
eight sewage contracts, 
four for constructing 
sewage networks in 
Amman and Irbid, and the 
rest for supervising sewage 
projects in Amman. Zarqa, 
and Mafraq and the con- 
struction of a related labo- 
ratory. 

One of the agreements, 
which concerns the con- 
struction of a sewage main 
at Qasleh, Turkman, Isheh 
aod Barha in the Irbid gov- 
emorate. entails laying a 
3,300-metre network and 
4,500 metres of pipelines 
to link the main with resi- 
dential homes. 

The cost of the first 
agreement is JD 1.481 mil- 
lion, 80 per cent of which 
will be financed through 
loans from the German 
Development Bank, with 
the rest from the ministry. ' 

The project is to be com- 
pleted in 540 days. 

The second agreement 
entails laying an 850-metre 
network at Afrah, Zibdeh 
and the doctors’ estate in 
the Irbid region. The cost 
of the second project will 
be JD 1.489 million, 80 per 
cent of which will be pro- 
vided in loans from Britain, 
with the rest from the 
Water Authority. 


Work is also to be com- 
pleted in 540 days. 

The third agreement con- 
cerns laying 13,600 metres 
of sewage mains through 
the Greater Amman region 
and Sweileh, at a cost of 
JD496.480. 

The project is to be fin- 
ished in 210 days. 

The fourth agreement 


concerns laying 19.2 kilo- 
metres at Maij A1 Hamam. 
Yasmin." and Tabrabour in 
the Amman area at a cost of 
JD671.190, to be complet- 
ed in 300 days. 

The sewage supervision 
projects in the Amman 
region will cost JD 106,960, 
in Zarqa JD 149,760, and in 
Mafraq JD38,54S. 


Supervision of the con- 
struction of the central lab- 
oratories will cost 
JD76,700. 

The contracts were 
signed by Minister of 
Water and Irrigation 
Munther Haddadin and the 
general managers of the 
local firms. 


Ministry plans for research centre 
to manage energy resources 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Min- 
istry of Energy and Mineral 
Resources is pl anning to estab- 
lish a national energy research 
centre that will take charge of 
all issues associated with the 
development of energy 
resources, including the oil 
shale that is found in abun- 
dance in Jordan. Minister of 
Energy and Mineral resources 
Mohammad Saleh Horani said 
Monday. 

Oil shale deposits, found 
mainly in the Lejun area and 
around the Aqaba Desert 
Highway, are estimated at 50 
billion tonnes, enough to pro- 
duce 35 billion barrels of crude 
oil, the minister said. 

The oil shale found here is 
high quality and can be 


exploited for electricity gener- 
ation through burning, or can 
be used to produce oil, be said. 

Tire ministry has been in 
contact with specialised cen- 
tres in the U.S., China. Aus- 
tralia. Canada, and others to 
help Jordan utilise the oil 
shale, but studies have proven 
that extracting oil is not com- 
mercially profitable at the pre- 
sent, especially in light of the 
current erode oil prices, the 
mini ster continued. 

Referring to oil prospecting, 
the minister said the foreign 
firms that were granted con- 
cessions to explore oil and nat- 
ural gas have been prospecting 
since 1981, but have not yet 
succeeded in striking oil. 

In 1984. small amounts of oil 


DOG MISSING 

A four-month-and-a-half Boxer 
dog was lost on Wednesday in 
Shmeisani. It is brown with black 
face. Whoever finds it or inform 
about it will be given an award of 
JD300. 

Please call Tel. 079/39234 


were found at the Hamzeh 
fields in tbe Azraq region and 
in 1986 natural gas was found 
at AJ Risheb district, near the 
Jordan-Iraq border, he said. 

The gas is being utilised to 
produce modest amounts of 
electricity, covering only five 
per cent of the country’s elec- 
tric power needs, he explained 

On relations with Iraq in 
energy and oil matters, he said 
Iraq continues to supply erode 
oil and natural gas at prices 
lower than those of the interna- 
tional markets. 

The Kingdom imports 4.2 
million tonnes per annum of 


oil and oil products, including 
liquefied gas. according to tbe 
minister. 

Dr. Horani explained that 
work is underway to link the 
national energy grids of Egypt 
and Jordan, a step which is to 
be followed by linking Jordan 
with Syria, and later with Iraq 
and Turkey. 

The cost of the entire project 
will amount to nearly $1,500 
million, with work c>n the five 
countries' linkage to be com- 
pleted by the year 2002, the 
minister concluded. 


Kuwait to establish $133m 
2nd telecom firm 


KUWAIT (AP) — The government is planning to establish 
a telecommunications company with a capital of around 40 
million dinars ($ 133.33 million) and later sell most of it to 
the public, A1 Watan daily reported Monday. 

The newspaper quoted the communications minister, 
Jassem Al-Aoun, as saying the cabinet was expected to 
make a final decision this week on funding the company. 
He said the government would keep about 24 per cent of 
the shares and offer the rest to the public. 

The company would become Kuwait's second in 
telecommunications and would end the monopoly enjoyed 
by the Mobile Telecommunications Co. (MTC) over cel- 
lular phones and pagers, which are in high demand here. 

MTC is partly owned by the government. 
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8332 

0.9601 

118430 

13637 

43819 

JP Yen 

0.0083 

1.4638 

0.5178 

1.2038 

. 

1.1564 

1438 

16435 

43165 

CABoDar ; 

0.7186 

1.3067 

0^565 

1.0739 

f.W 

\ ■ 

127234 

1.4717 

43943 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0258 

03629 

0,0844 

1430.41 

0.81 06 

- 

11.55 

3.4458 

ML Wilder: . - : 

*S«4\ 

8831 

.03141 

7334 

00.59 

0-70*6 

665.19 

- 

2.9822 

FR Franc 

0.1691 

02975 

0.1053 

24.4657 

20.31 

0.2351 

3330 

333000 

- 


Middle Eastern Currencies 
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.'.£gp' : ; 

US Dollar 


0.7090 

3.7504 

03770 

33398 

03041 

3.6705 

1529-50 

33875 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

■ 

5.2897 

OJ5317 

5.1337 

0.4288 

5.1770 

215736 

4.7779 

Saudi Rlyal 

0.2666 

0.1890 

- 

0.1005 

037 

0.0811 

038 

407.B2 

0.9032 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

13806 

93480 


9.65 

0.8065 

9.74 

4057.03 

83854 

Qatar Dinar 

03747 

0.1948 

13304 

1.0304 

- 

03835 

131 

42032 

03307 

. .Kuwait Dinar 


23319 

123348 

1.2399 

1137 

• 

12.07 

5030.42 

03307 

Emirates Dinar 

03724 

0.1932 

13218 

0.1027 

03916 

03828 

■ 

416.70 

0.9229 

Lebariese/1000 

0.65. 

0.4636 

2.4520 

03465 

23797 

0.1988 

2.3998 

- 

23148 

Egyptian 

03952 

0.2093 

1.1071 

0.1113 

13745 

0.0898 

1.0835 

45131 

- 


Energy 
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-CHF^ 

JPY-j 

Brant 

1834 

18.49 


SA Rlyal 

03668 

0.4697 

0.1662 

03864 

32.082 

W.T«a 

1931 

1934 


AE Dirham 

03724 

048 

0.1688 

03948 

32.78 

Bonny 

1834 

18.49 


KW Dinar 

33889 

5.7937 

235 

4.7684 

395.73 

Dubai 

17.70 

1735= 


fiHOfnar 

03770 

4.6729 

.16534 

33447 

319.16 

ULGas 

208.00 

030 


CY Pound 

13142 

33709 

1.1925 

2.7721 

230.11 


Metal Prices Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 



ml 

gp 

iH 

Effigy i* 

: j’t.V 

USD 

537 

5.59 

5.71 

530 

533 

GBP 

739 

730 

734 

737 

735 

JPY 

045 

0.46 

0.46 

0.46 

0.45 

DEM 

239 

3.12 

337 

334 

336 

FRF 

3.06 

337 

340 

332 

3.64 

CHF 

1.18 

131 

1.50 

130 

1.78 

m_ 

833 

639 

6417 

8.18 

632 





Gold (oz's) 

3213 

322.4 

Silver (oz's) 

' 4.72 

4.74 

Platinum (oz's) 

424.1 

426.1 

AL <3 Months) 

1612 

1613 

CU (3 Months) 

2110 

2111 

Zinc <3 Months) 

.1407 

1409 

Lead (3 Months) 

643 

644 

tfl (3 Months) 

6490 

6495 ' 


Main Equity Indices 
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NewYork 

DOW JONES 

778139 

3B_ag 

0.49 

77943 

77393 

7743 

Nawyork 

S&P5G0 

92738 

337 

0.4 

9283 

92234 

92331 

London 

FT-SE 100 

49023 

54.7 

1.13 

49023 

4864.6 

48483 

Tokyo 

NIKK1E225 

179653 

•316.43 

-1.73 

16216 

17803 

18282 

Paris 

CAC40 

2898.62 

6435 

238 

2902.4 

28423 

2834.1 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

3820.13 

- 34.68 

-03 

3874.1 

3803.8 

3854.8 


Energy * JOD Cross Rates 








‘SMs- 

Coffee (c/lbs) 

18432 

Spot 


US Dollar 

0.70B 

0.710 

Cocoa ($fton) 

1674 

Spot 


GB Sterfting 

1.1345 

1.1402 

Sugar (S/ton) 

316 

Spot 


DE Mark 

03975 

03995 

Wheat (trton) 

. 139 

Spot 


CH Franc 

0.4817 

0.4841 

Soya (c/lbs) 

22.48 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1182 

0.1188 

Tea (sto/kq) 

fSD 

Spot 


JP Yen 

0386 

03889 

Barley ($/bsh) 

0 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

03529 

03547 

. Rice (tfton) 

436 

Spot 


ITUra 

0.4072 

0.4092 





THE Daily Crossword 



by Al Becker 



ACROSS 
1 Marsalis' 
medium 
5 Without — in 
the world 
10 Bikini tops 

14 Spread 

15 — , so good 

16 Bridge position 

17 Highlander 

18 Classic Ladd 
film 

19 — Domini 

20 On the train 

22 Of greater 
scope 

23 Resort 

26 English 
composer 

27 Hash house 

28 Natural 
endowment 

30 Author Eudora 

32 Listing 

33 Boat wood 

34 Fruit drink 
37 Hemingway 

novel 

41 Heir 

42 With skill 

43 Near 

44 Sausage 

46 Walk nimbly 

47 Inferior 
50 Molding 

52 At all times, 
poetically 

53 Poe bird 

54 Salaried person 

56 Greedy 

57 Get — on 
yourself! 

58 Ring stone 

62 Speck 

63 Florida city 

64 Vault 

65 Battle mark 

66 A Ford 

67 Against 

DOWN 

1 Trot 

2 Wing 

3 Letter 

4 Author Emile 

5 Separate into 
classes 

6 “Over There’ 
songwriter 


7 WWI classic 

8 Author Ayn 

9 Previous to 

10 Belle 

11 Scope 

12 "Lou Grant" 

13 Saga or epic 

21 African tribe 

22 Toque or cloche 

23 RBIs and ERAs 

24 Disease: pref. 

25 Foreigner 
27 Nevada town 
29 Ernie of golf 
31 Lenient 

33 Keep — on 
(watch) 

34 Together 

35 Lowly card, 
often wild 

36 Organic 
compound 

38 Not one 

39 Street show 

40 Basketball 
pioneer, Hank 

44 Garden 
implement 


45 Fleet inits. 

46 Certain friend 

47 Studies.hard 

48 Something often 
wreaked 

49 Madonna film 
51 Complain 


54 Tame expletive 

55 Civil righter. 
Parks 

57 Had lunch 

59 Greek god 

60 Astern 

61 Garland 


HOROSCOPE 1 
FORECAST FOR TUEs 
DAY. SEPTEMBER ] 6 
1997 

By Linda C. Black. Tribune 
Media Sen-ices. Inc. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 
19 1 People are frantic. They 
can't seem to figure out why 
they need. If you don't *et 
organised, you'll add ro the 
confusion. Make sure the peo- 
ple who need whatever vou're 
providing have it in lime. No 
point in causing any heart 
attacks, youre or their?.. 
TAURUS: (April 2n to May 
2l.i » U could he terribly honj 
to decide whom lo hai e 
lunch with. Every body 
wants you. :tnd none of them 
can bear the thought of shar- 
ing you with anybody else. 
You may have to schedule 

somebody for tonighL The 
problem is. you're su cute! 
Get used lo iL 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 
2 1 ) You have plenty- of ener- 
gy. but it's the nervous kind. 
You're not very confident 
about what you're doing. 
What you need is feedback 
from others that you're on 
the right track. If they've 
been too busy to tell you. ask 
them. When they say some- 
thing nice, soak it in. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 
to July 2 1 ) There might be a 
little bit of confusion today. 
You are in a good position to 
be the hero. You can help the i 
other person figure out the 
most logical thing to do next. 
Do more than give them a 
hug and send them on their 
way. Help your friend 
achieve the impossible. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21 1 
There will be a problem with 
details today. They're skitter- 
ing away in all directions. 
You know what needs to be 
done, but it's not all that easy 
to accomplish. Maybe you 
shouldn't depend too much 
on one source of income. If 
it's not reliable, find another. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to Sep- 
tember 22 » It's a beautiful 
harvest moon. You should do 
something really special with 
your sweetheart. These con- 
ditions lead to even more 
commitments and even more 
fun. You'll both be in the 
mood to do something crazy, 
so watch out! It also looks 
like there's money coming in. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) The things you 
have in the back of your 
mind, your closest and your 
appointment book oil need jo 
be sorted through. There are 
a lot of changes going on. If 
you make time to get organ- 
ised, you'll he able to keep 
up. If you don't, you may lag 
behind. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 2 1 1 The moon in 
Pisces makes you a little 
gentler than usual. Mars in 
your sign gives you power. 
Venus in your sign brings 
compassion and love. Tire 
combination is just amazing. 
You can accomplish great 
things today. You cun even 
talk other people into doing 
it for you. 

SAGITTARIUS: {Novem- 
ber 22 to December 21) 
There's a lot of talk and a lot 
of action, but it still mighi 
seem like nothing's getting 
done. Instead of trying to 
produce results, do research. 
Gather information, ask 
questions and take notes. In 
the process, you just might 
find the answer vou seek. 
CAPRICORN: (December 
22 to January 20) You may 
get a chance to travel later on 
this evening. Plan to go out ■ 
to dinner, at least You need 
to be with someone you can 
talk with freely. You've got a 

couple of tough days coming 
up. so you need to be pre- 
pared. One of the ways you 
can do that is by relaxing 
tolullv. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) You're worry- 
ing about money, thinking 
about money, figuring ou [ 
how to get money. You prob- 
ably already have the objec- 
tive in mind and you may 
even know the route to ufr- 
You tend to do better when 
you're overloaded Keep tiaf 
in mind as you're makm? 
your decision. 

PISCES: (February 20 » 

March 20) When the moons 

in your sign, you tend w ^ 
even more sensitive. 
and loving. Today, you ccm 
be a little too sensitive W 
your own good. If your p®** 
nor says something crib a|j 
don't take it the wrong 
Stay objective. The & 11 ® 
that you are actually W 
powerful. 

Birthstone of Septefflbd 1 
Sapphire — Lapis 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan limes, Tuesday, September 16, 1997 


Daily 


Beat 


Price of empty gas cylinder 
goes up by~JD3.5 to JD22 

** PRICES OF empty gas cylinders were raised 
Monday by JD3.5 each to become JD22 instead of 
JD1 S.5. As such, the price of a cylinder full with gas 
becomes JD24 as the price of gas remained 
unchanged at JD2 per cylinder. According to Jordan 
Petroleum Refinery Company (JPRC) Director 
General Abdul Wahab Al Zu’bi. the increase in the 
price of empty cylinder was taken by the Cabinet to 
contribute, though partially, in putting an end to 
mishandling of the cylinders by distributors and 
consumers. 

Mr. Zu’bi noted that the mishandling results in 
damages to the cylinders and ultimately to have 
them destroyed. “The refinery is obliged to destroy 
about 10.000 cylinders each year. That means 
putting an additional cost on the refinery to carry 
out this task,” the director general said. 

Other reasons given by Mr. Zu’bi of the price hike 
were the higher international prices for iron and the 
strict regulations on specifications issued by the 
Institute of Standards and Specifications. He 
stressed that the refinery was also being very strict 
in adhering to public safety rules in order to guar- 
antee that the cylinders are fit for usage. 

Replying to a question about the intention to 
destroy 200,000 cylinders, the refinery chief 
revealed that JPRC. in cooperation with the Min- 
istry of Energy and Mineral Resources, the Ministry 
of Finance and the Institute of Standards and Spec- 
ifications, is at present conducting a technical study 
to specify the number of damaged or unfit cylinders 
in order to destroy and replace them. 

Mr. Zu’bi said that the JPRC management, in 
coordination with the concerned parties, is current- 
ly preparing technical specifications to handle the 
cylinders in loading, storing and delivering them to 
the consumers in a “civilised manner.” He indicated 
that the new system would limit the distribution to a 
number of large companies that have the technical 
capabilities and the public safety requirements. 
“These large companies will deal with secondary 
distributors.” Mr. Zu'bi said noting that at present 
nearly 1,200 distributors deal directly with the 
refinery (Al Ra’i + Al Aswaq). 


THE BETTER HALF e By Glasbergen 



‘‘You know that ‘scale of 1 to 1 0’ 
they always talk about? That’s the 
scale I’d like tc weigh myself on.” 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one lener to each square, to form 
Jour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirior 



WHEN IT WASNT 
THIS IT 
WAS THAT 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
''irm the surprise answer, as sug 
gested cy the aoora cartoon. 


Answer here: l ^ X J k A A X. J k 

(.Answers tomorrow 

y „, orrta . 5 | Jumbles- PIKER MOUSY IMPOSE SONATA 

y I Answer. Where his resolution to stop using cigarettes 
went - UP IN SMOKE 


Abu Dhabi boosts downstream 
investment with new stake in Europe 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The Gulf emirate of Abu 
Dhabi announced Mon- 
day it has bought a 25 
per cent stake in a major 
European venture as part 
of a drive to expand its 
overseas downstream 
investment. 

International Petroleum 
Investment Company 
(IPIC). Abu Dhabi's oil 
investment arm, said it 
agreed with its partner 
OMV of Austria to buy 
the 50 per cent equity 
stake owned by Neste of 
Finland in the Scandina- 
vian company Borealis. 

IPIC and OMV will 
each acquire 25 per cent 
of Borealis' equity. 

Under a letter of intent 
signed last Monday, 
Neste will receive four 
billion Finnish marks 
($750 million) from 
IPIC-OMV for the sale 
of its entire stake in 
Copenhagen-based Bore- 
alis, a joint petrochemi- 
cals venture established 
in 1994 between Neste 
and Statoil of Norway, 
the statement said. 

It said the deal also 
provides for the integra- 
tion into Borealis of 
PCD, the restructured 
and profitable poly- 
olefins subsidiary of 


OMV, with an annual 
production capacity of 
more than three milliop 
tonnes. 

“IPIC will continue 
with this investment 
strategy both with its 
existing partners and 
hopefully, in the same 
spirit of the mutual bene- 
fits to be derived from 
this cooperative— 

approach, also with new 
partners in the 
international hydrocar- 
bon industry,” the gov- 
ernment-owned IPIC 
said. 

It decided to buy into 
Borealis because it wants 
to take what it called 
long-term equity stakes 
in successful companies 
outside Abu Dhabi. 

Borealis was selected 
last year for partnership 
in a major petrochemical 
project with the Abu 
Dhabi National Oil Com- 
pany (ADNOC), which 
runs the emirate's vast 
energy sector and is one 
of the biggest oil firms in 
the world. 

“The latest transaction 
marks Abu Dhabi’s 
emergence as a global 
petrochemical player,” 
IPIC Chairman Sheikh 
Mansur Ben Zayed Al 
Nahayan said. 


'‘It is also seen as a tan- 
gible expression of 
IPIC's strategy of identi- 
fying new areas of coop- 
eration from within its 
existing portfolio.” 

IPIC bought a 19.56 
per cent stake in OMV, 
Austria’s leading energy 
company, three years ago 
for around $450 million. 
It was Abu Dhabi’s 
biggest downstream 
investment. 

IPIC's first downstream 
investment abroad was a 
9.45 per cent in iCompa- 
nia Espanola de 
Petroleos (CEPSA), 
Spain’s main petrochem- 
ical and refining compa- 
ny. The deal’s value was 
estimated at around $124 
million. 

It also has shares in the 
Pakistan-Arab Refinery 
Ltd. and the Arab Petro- 
leum Pipelines Company 
(SUMED). 

“Because IPIC has cho- 
sen to participate at the 
corporate level in broad- 
ly diversified energy 
companies, it has 
secured access to operat- 
ing excellence, produc- 
tion technology and mar- 
keting expertise.” the 
statement said. 

“CEPSA and OMV 
possess these attributes 


across a whole range of 
petroleum, petrochemi- 
cal and related activities. 

“The opportunity there- 
fore exists for IPIC to 
pursue the investment 
projects which arise from 
the domestic hydrocar- 
bons industry in conjunc- 
tion with highly experi- 
enced industry partici- 
pants.” 

Disclosing the precise 
value of its downstream 
investments for the first 
time, IPIC said the mar- 
ket value of its share- 
holdings in OMV and 
CEPSA totalled $998 
million ou Sept. 9 in 
addition to around $357 
million in non-publicly 
listed investments. 

Abu Dhabi controls 
more than 90 per cent of 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) oil reserves of 
nearly 98 billion barrels 
and the bulk of its mam- 
moth gas resources of 5.7 
trillion cubic metres (190 
trillion cubic feet). 

The emirate started 
downstream investment 
abroad in the 1980s to 
diversify sources of 
income and find new 
markets for its crude oil. 



PAST 12 
SIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

346.000 2 

41.000 

ARAB SANK 

15.6 

1.18 

2.340 

1.68D 

jor. national ar . 

E 

0.00 

3.600 

2.760 

BANK OF JORDAN 

6-3 

0.00 

2.480 

2.150 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. . 

8-9 

7.03 

5.200 

4. 600 

THE HOUSING BK. 

14.9 

3-90 

1-OSO 

.760 

JOR. GULF BANK 

4.5 

9.33 

4.050 

3.520 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

15.7 

3.10 

1.620 

1.110 

UNION BK.SAV.INV. 

P 

0.00 

2.280 

.890 

BEIT . AL-MAL (BSITWA) 

.6 

15.31 

5.150 

4.450 

ARAB BANKING CO. 

20.4 

0.00 

1.440 

• B50 

PHILADEL.INV.BX. 

9 

0 - DO 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 
HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHMEI5ANI 
TELEPHONE: 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR MONDAY 15/09/1997- 


1360000 

84513 

330 

57375 

33881 

2645 

775 

44680 

488 

1060 

5631 


CLOSE CHANGE 
PRICE 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 242.47 *CHG: *0.12 


2.210 1.590 JOR FRENCH INSCR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEXl 114.70 


JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 
IRBID ELECTRICITY 
ARAB INTL. HOTELS 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
ARAB INTL. INV. EDUC. 
UNIFIED CO. 

UNION LAND DEV. 




SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 110. 4B *CHG: 

-1.17 

48 

34072 

93405 





4.450 

3.220 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

25.9 

2-86 

18 

13121 

50484 

3.83 

3.84 

.01+ 


4.140 

3.000 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

10.4 

2.67 

4 

36450 

136688 

3.82 

3.75 

.07- 


10.900 

9.070 

JOR. PETROL. REF INARY 

10.1 

8.48 

38 

2725 

28791 

ID. 6S 

10.48 

.17- 


7.150 

5.800 

JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

11.0 

2.94 

4 

6500 

44515 

6.B5 

6.80 

.05- 


4.640 

3.040 

ARAB PBARM. MANF- 

12.7 

4.35 

32 

14786 

67987 

4.50 

4.60 

.10+ 


1.800 

1.270 

JOR. PIPES MANFCT. 

15.7 

6.30 

2 

300 

381 

1.27 

1.27 

— 


9.800 

5.000 

ARAB CHEM. DTREGN- 

19,5 

4.72 

3 

146 

923 

6.45 

6.35 

.10- 

T 

5.770 

4-300 

DAR AL0AWA DV.INV. 

14.3 

4.27 

9 

1404 

8185 

5.75 

5.85 

.09+ 


3.850 

2.220 

ARAB ALUM.IND. 

5.6 

10-37 

3 

700 

1686 

2.40 

2.41 

.01+ 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK S POULTRY 

9.9 

0.00 

11 

44000 

20680 

.47 

.47 

- 


1.480 

.790 

NATIONAL STEEL IND . 

9 

0.00 

2 

300 

242 

.81 

.80 

.01- 


.770 

.510 

NATIONAL IIJDS. 

9 

a. oo 

4 

3500 

1820 

.53 

.52 

.01- 


1.200 

.510 

INTERNED. PETRO.CHEH. 

a 

o.oo 

11 

4400 

2433 

.55 

.56 

.01+ 


2.9B0 

1.510 

OR17.CBXM.INDS. 

13.7 

6.58 

1 

100 

152 

1.53 

1.52 

.01- 


.890 

.530 

JOR. S0LPHO-CHEM 

9 

0.00 

3 

1700 

1054 

.63 

.62 

.01- 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PBARM. CHEM. 

17. 1 

5.22 

26 

14750 

19851 

1.34 

1.34 

— 


1.880 

1.080 

UNIV. MODN.INDS. 

P 

.21 

4 

950 

11B6 

1.25 

1.25 

- 


1.510 

.910 

JOR. INDS . RESOURCES 

12.2 

10.99 

9 

2624 

2386 

.91 

.91 

- 


1.070 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

15.4 

0.00 

2 

650 • 

546 

.84 

.84 

- 


2.090 

1.340 

EL -2AY READY WEAR 

54.5 

0.00 

1 

ISO 

233 

1.57 

1.55 

.02- 


1.170 

.860 

UNION CH. S VEG. 

52.3 

0.00 

1 

750 

863 

1.15 

1.15 



INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 121.85 YCHG: 

-0.21 

188 

XS0006 

391083 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX! 176.11 7CHG: 

-0.07 

350 

312876 

2079954 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

MONDAY 

15/09/1997 







JOR. FIN - INV . /AUCTION 

P 

0.00 

75 

739975 

503183 

.67 

.68 

.01+ • 


.650 

.380 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

10.9 

0.00 

10 

20500 

8347 

.40 

.41 

.01* 

N 

.950 

.540 

JOR. FIN. INV. CO. 

P 

0.00 

62 

217037 

148314 

.67 

-69 

.02+ 


.840 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 

9 

0.00 

12 

13764 

3303 

.74 

.74 



.570 

- 360 

ARAB FIN- INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

10 

18250 

6935 

.38 

.38 

_ 

N 

.950 

.720 

AL-SHAHQ INV. CO. 

P 

0.00 

1 

2900 

2465 

.85 

.85 

- 

N 

.950 

.610 

AL-DAWLIYAH 752 

73.9 

0.00 

4 

2053 

1067 

.77 

.77 

_ 


.570 

.380 

ARAB INTL. INV. TRD. 

48.4 

0.00 

6 

6500 

2750 

.42 

.42 

_ 


.750 

.400 

NATL . MULT . ENG . NAM I CO 

S 

0.00 

5 

7000 

3010 

.44 

.43 

.01- 


.820 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

33.9 

6.67 

1 

300 

225 

.75 

.75 



.730 

.580 

HIDEAST PHARM. 752 

E 

0.00 

3 

3600 

1368 

.63 

.63 



.730 

.550 

RAZI PHARM. 852 

B 

0.00 

17 

S5750 

28990 

.68 

.67 

.01- 


.570 

.290 

INDS. ENG. 

9 

0.00 

9 

12000 

3600 

.30 

.30 



. B60 

.690 

INDS. CERAMIC 

18.1 

0.00 

1 

100 

69 

.69 

.69 

m 

♦W 

1-000 

.700 

NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

96.0 

0.00 

9 

12050 

5373 

.70 

.69 

.01- 

N 

1.020 

.720 

ARAB INT- FOOD FACT. 

37.6 

0.00 

1 

200 

156 

.77 

.78 

.01+ 


.860 

. 5B0 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.5 

16.39 

11 

14750 

9010 

.62 

.61 

.01- 

GRAND TOTAL 





237/ 

1126729 

728165 ’ 





7 : New 12 months high 
+ x New 12 months low 
N x Listed during the past 12 months 
P : P/E ratio la 100 or more 
g t Negative P/E 

B : Earning is zero or N/A £or the most recent ye 



Expert urges businesspeople 
to bid for U.N. contracts 


By Hasher Majoka 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Middle East- 
ern businesses need to 
increase their share in the 
$30 billion spent annually 
ou procurement of goods 
and services by the differ- 
ent U.N. agencies and 
international development 
banks. Edward de Broe- 
Ferguson, the chairman of 
the British speciality pro- 
ject management firm. 

Tamarisk, told Jordan 

businesspeople this week. 

In a talk given at Amman 
Chamber of Industry Mon- 
day, Mr. Broe-Ferguson 
said that the share of the 
Middle Eastern business 
currently stands at less 
than one per cent of the 
total procurement by these 
organisations. 

Mr. Broe-Ferguson. a 
former deputy chief of 
staff of U.N. forces in 
Cyprus, and adviser to the 
U.K. permanent mission 
in U.N. said many private 
businesses are unaware of 
procedures to tender for 
the U.N. contracts. He fur- 
ther added that “the point 
of entry into the U.N sys- 
tem is hard to identify” 
since each major U.N. 
organisation has it's own 
procurement agency. 
However, under recent 
reforms initiated “to 
ensure greater transparen- 
cy, and to get a better 
value for money” by 
“establishing a central 
database of suppliers” 
among other measures, 
bodes well for new busi- 
nesses, he said. 

United Nation's In era 
Agency Procurement Ser- 
vices Office (1APSO) has 
recently expressed the 


desire to have an increased 
number of Middle Eastern 
companies as regular sup- 
pliers, he said. Conse- 
quently, Mr. Broe-Fergu- 
son said, for the past two 
years. Tamarisk has been 
organising an annual con- 
ference on “the private 
sector's role in support of 
the United Nations." The 
conference seeks to 
expand the number of 
Middle Eastern suppliers 
to the U-N. by bringing 
together the business peo- 
ple from the area and the 
representatives from the 
United Nation’s agencies, 
and by increasing aware- 
ness of the procedures 
needed to tender for U.N. 
contracts. Mr. Broe-Fergu- 
son announced that the 
conference enjoyed full 
support of the U.N secre- 
tary general. 

The first conference took 
place in Nicosia. Cyprus 
in 1995, and last year’s 
conference was in Cairo. 
This year it is scheduled to 
take place in Dubai on 
Oct 14-15. 

The list of visitors 
includes Bennon Sevon, 
assistant secretary general 
of the U.N. for procure- 
ment reform, heads or rep- 
resentatives from U.N. 
Independent Development 
Organisation, United 
Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA). World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and 
World Bank, as well as the 
head of the International 
Committee of Red Cross, 
John Manley. 


Japan’s exports 
to UAE rise 10%, 
imports surge 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Japan Monday reported an 
increase of around 10 per 
cent in its exports to the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) in the first half of 
1 997, while its imports from 
the Gulf country jumped by 
22.3 per cent 

Exports stood at around 
$1.17 billion in the first half 
of 1997 compared with 
$1.06 billion in the same 
period of 1996, the Japan 
External Trade Organisation 
(JETRO) said in -a report 
from its UAE office. 

“The improved export fig- 
ures indicate that there is 
consistency in customer 
preference to goods manu- 
factured in Japan,” JETRO 
said. 

“The relative lowering of 
the yen value against the 
U-S. currency may also have 
boosted the Japanese 
exports to the UAE.” 

The report showed growth 
in most exports, with 
machinery and equipment 
surging to $816.3 million 
from $743.6 million. 

Transport equipment sales 
also grew to $349.9 million 
from $301.3 million and 
metal products to $94.8 mil- 
lion from $62.1 million . 

The value of electrical 
machinery exports dropped 
to around $206.9 million 
from $242.4 million, and 
textiles to $85.9 million 


from $106.4 million, the 
report showed. 

Japan's imports from the 
UAE soared to $636 billion 
from $5.20 billion due to a 
rise in oil prices and sup- 
plies, it said. 

Crude sales went up to 
$4.93 billion from $4. 1 S bil- 
lion and those of gas to 
$478.6 million from $339.4 
million. 

“This increase was due to 
the dual effects of an oil 
price rise and a high volume 
of oil intake during that 
period,” it said, adding the 
average crude price surged 
by more than 16 per cent in 
the first half of 1997. 

The report showed the 
volume of UAE crude sup- 
plies to Japan increased to 
219.3 million barrels in the. 
first half of 1997 (1.2 mil- 
lion barrels per day) from 
21 5.9 million in the first half 
of 1996 (1.19 million bpd). 

The UAE is the top oil 
exporter to Japan, supplying 
nearly a quarter of its crude 
needs. It is also the second 
biggest Gulf commercial 
partner of Japan after Saudi 
Arabia and accounts for 
nearly two per cent of 
Tokyo's world trade. 

Large oil and gas sales 
have kept the trade balance 
in favour of (he UAE, with 
the surplus standing a: $5. IS 
bQlioD in the first half of 
1997. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 

Fctntp 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique desips in!8k Gold . t s s & • 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and gel 
* JUMBO photo lj 

30% larger. £ 

- Free enktrgetnem 

20x30 cm. c /5 

Shmeisant - Opposite O 

Grimflays Bank. ^ 

Phone: 604042 
Sweiffeh Tel: 823891 





MPI 

MIN 

N1S 

JAS 

JRT 

INA 


JACUZZIS 
MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 

OR 

667171 EXT. 223 


684311 - 
699634 EXT. 42 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modem Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Mnutes from AbdoS 
to Airport and Back 




Pot Further Details cad : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdafi Branch 653313 


fym A*bw lit Ammo* 



•On* & Two Bcdromi • Fpfly 
Kitcfaemcfa • D*8y it 
Lmr .Stay • Reasonable (Uftf 


SANABEL 


51 h ( lid; 

Pel. 69?6?2 Fax 67-4551 


Estate 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 

Tei 864230 — 8651 67 
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Reds tipped to win 


4 


1 


■sr'Sswt. 


GLASGOW (AFP) - Two 
giants of British football 
will clash in a titanic 
European showdown when 
Celtic meet Liverpool in the 
first leg of the UEFA CUP 
first round in a highly- 
charged atmosphere at 
Parkhead on Tuesday. 

Celtic became the first 
British club to win the 
European Cup when they 
beat Inter Milan in 1967, 
but they go into the match 
as outright underdogs 
against Liverpool, Britain’s 
most successful club in 
European competition. 

The Glad|ow side have 
been forced to play second 
fiddle to arch rivals Rangers 
for die past decade and no- 
one is giving them much 
chance against a star-stud- 
ded Liverpool tipped for 
honours this season. 

Former Liverpool and 
Scotland great, Ian St John, 
has no doubt about the out- 

Mantilla 

downs 

partner 

Moya 

r 

BOURNEMOUTH, 

England (AFP) — 
Spaniard Felix '.Mantilla 
won his fifth ATP tour ride 
of the year, bearing his 
compatriot and .top seed 
Carlos Moya in the final of 
the Bournemouth 

International on Sunday. 

The second seed tri- 
umphed 6 - 2 . 6-2 over his 
regular practice partner in a 
battle of Barcelona baselin- 
ers ' and matched the 
achievements of Pete 
Sampras and. Michael 
Chang by landmg^his 
title- in 1-997. 

“In die beginning of the 
match I was playing very 
well and he wasn’t I was 
voy happy with the result”, 
said Mantilla, who was a 
point away#om a 5-0 lead 
before Moya started to get 
into the contest. 

In the third game of the 
second set Mantilla pro- 
duced some remarkable 
coverage of die net to deny 
Moya a chance to pass him 
and saving that point 
enabled him not only to 
break serve but appeared to 
rattle the favourite. 

World No. 5 Moya sub- 
sided tamely to an unex- 
pectedly one-sided 63 
minute defeat looking lit- 
tle like the player who had 
overwhelmed British num- 
ber one Greg Rusedski the 
day before. 

It was Mantilla's fifth 
victory over Moya in seven 
meetings, the second suc- 
cessive year a Spaniard had 
won at Bournemouth and 
the sixth all round Spanish 
final on the tour this year. 

Spain's remarkable total 
of 15 players in the top 100 
b jve won 22 rides altogeth- 
er in the last IS months. 


“Liverpool have better 
players than Celtic. Karl 
Heinz Riedle scores goals 
for fun. and in young 
Michael Owen, Roy Evans 
has unearthed a real match- 
winner” says Sl John. 

The experience of German 
star Riedle, who scored two 
of the goals in the European 
Cup final last season for 
Borussia Dortmund, could 
prove crucial for Liverpool. 

He said: “I believe this 
Liverpool side can win tro- 
phies at home and abroad. It 
is my aim to be part of that.” 

Midfielder Paul luce, 
bought from Inter in the 
summer to provide the com- 
bative edge Liverpool 
lacked last season, said: “It 
will be a great occasion in 
Glasgow, but we must go 
there and do a professional 
job. That means not conced- 
ing a goal. Then we can fin- 
ish the job, hopefully, in 


Liverpool.’* . \ 

Craig Burley has ,told 'his 
Celtic team-matestfiey have 
nothing to fear from the 
Merseyside giants. '> 

The 25-year-old Scotland 
midfielder is optimistic 
about Celtic’s chances in 
the first Anglo-Scomsh 
encounter since Rangers 
defeated Leeds over two 
legs in second round of the 
1992/3 European Cup. 

He said: “Hopefully we 
will be in the right frame of 
mind after five successive 
wins and the key for us 
against Liverpool is. that we 
relax and play. * 

“It is a test for the team, 
though no-one should forget 
it is early days for us, and 
we know we have to leave 
ourselves with a chance in 
the second leg. 

"Even a draw would not 
be a bad result because if 
the tie is still alive for the 
Anfield game I fed we have 


,a real chance ; of progress- 
ing- . .5 

“We are used to playing in 
front of big crowds and I'm 
, sure we can go there and 
N enjoy it, not fear iL ' 
Celtic's Butch coach Wim 
Jansen is playing down, 
hopes of a Celtic upset over 
the two legs. 

“Liverpool are suchahigji 
quality side that clearly it is 
going to be very difficult for 
us,” Jansen says. 

“We have made progress 
recently but won’t know 
until Tuesday just how 
much. The matches against 
Liverpool will tell us where 
we are heading.” 

When the two sides met in 
the 1966 European Cup 
Winners’ Cup semi-final, 
Jock Stein‘s Celtic won' the 
first leg 1-0 at Parkhead 
. only to lose the second 2-0 
to Bill Shankly’s Liverpool 
" in a s to rmy return match at 
Anfield. * 



Green Bay Packers running back William Henderson is tackled by Miami Dolphins 
coraerback Tim Jacobs after a 17-yard pass play in the second quarter at Lambeau 
Field in Green Bay, Wisconsin. The Packers defeated the Dolphins (Reuters photo) 
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QUALIFIED NATIVE ENGLISH TEACHER 

TO TEACH ADVANCED SPOKEN AND 
WRITTEN ENGLISH TO ADULTS. 
PLEASE CONTACT HUDA MAWAJDIH 
TIL 607578 FROM 0M0 TO 17i30 hr. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


ToONmcM.' 


Address: 18 Jeddah St. Umm Utheina. 

A beautifully designed, exquisitely furnished five - - ■ I 
year - old villa. Large living and dining area, three 
bedrooms, four bathrooms, family room, maid's 
room, g^ge and a lovely garden. 

Kindly contact. Tel.: 622617 or 633622 

^ ' TEL:634144 

V : PHILADELPHIA 

^ Kilmer & Elizabeth S hue.. in 


Consists of 3 bedrooms, — ] ? ■ 

3 bathrooms, guest room, * 0 

sating room, sitting room, 7“- '. 

central beating, telephone * “* ! S& 

and satlllite. S^mm. - • 

Location: Near the fa) 

American School. ' *»+****' 

Tel.: 840550, between 14.:06-i?:00 p.m. 




braced for 

red-hot 

reception 


LONDON {AFP) — 
English gian ts Arsenal 
have set off for their UEFA 
Cup clash in Greece con- 
vinced that PAOK 

Salonika's fans could pose 
as many problems as their 
highly-regarded team. 

Arsenal, who can expect 
2,000 of their own fans for 
the opening match of their 
European campaign, are 
bracing themselves for an 
intimidating reception 
from the Greeks. 

Chief scout Steve Rowley 
went to see PAOK play at 
home in a goalless draw 
against AEK Athens in the 
opening league fixture of 
the season and returned 
with alarming reports. 

“It was a bit hairy to say 
die least.” said Rowley. 
“Before the start of the 
match we wondered why 
the AEK fans were running 
to their places in the 
ground. We soon found out 
it was because they were 
under a hail of missiles. 

“You could say the sup- 
porters are a bit fanaticaL 
They make a hell of a noise 
and get right behind the 
team. It is quite a sound — 
and quite a sight” 

Salonika were banned 
from European football for 
two seasons in 1992 after 
missile-throwing in the 
second leg of thqir UEFA 
Cup tie against Paris St 
Germain. 

Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger admitted: “1 know 
die crowd wifi be very 
volatile and it will be a test 
for us but I am not too 
much concerned for our 
players because we have 
many experienced ones. 

“But the bad news really 
is that Salonika are a very 
good side. It is a bad sur- 
prise." 

Wenger believes it is 
Arsenal's famous powers 
of defensive discipline that 
will now come under the 
fiercest scrutiny at the start 
of their UEFA Cup cam- 
paign. 

. Arsenal will be without 
in-form striker Dennis 
Bcrgkamp whose fear of 
flying meant he was unable 
to travel to Greece. 

Gunners* striker Ian 
Wright, who broke 
Arsenal’s goalscoring 
record with a hat-trick 
against Bolton on Saturday, 
is likely to be the lone man 
upfront. 

Wright gave a broad hint- 
of Arsenal’s tactics when 
he said: “Hopefully we will 
go to Greece, bore them to 
death and nick a goal as 
well.” 



Argentine Diego Maradona shouts to celebrate bis goal from a penalty kick for Boca 
Juniors during a match for the Argentine championship against Newell’s Old Boys. 
Maradona, who tested positive in an antidoping test after a m a t ch , was temporarily 
suspended by the Argentine Football Association (AFA) disciplinary committee, but a 
judge allowed hhn to play while he decides whether the urine sample that tested pos- 
itive for drugs was really Maradona's. Boca Juniors won the ma tch 2-1 (Reuters 
photo) 

Standing ovation and 
a goal as Maradona returns 


BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — 
Diego Maradona received a 
standing ovation Sunday 
when he returned to action 
with his Argentinian club 
Boca Juniors — and he 
reacted by scoring the 151st 
goal of his career with a 
penalty which helped his 
side to a 2-1 league victory 
over Newell’s Old Boys. 

The 36-year-old South 
American, who had been 
given permission to play by 
the Argentinian Federation 
pending die definitive out- 
come of a drugs test, slotted 
home three minutes before 
the interval. 

The visitors drew level on 
the hour through Lujambio 
but Barros Scberlotto put 
the issue beyond doubt with 
a goal ten minutes from the 
final whistle. " 


Last week a judge lifted a 
ban on Argentina’s former 
World Cup-winning skipper 
for failing a drugs test until 
it could be proved conclu- 
sively that a B probe urine 
sample was Maradona's. 

On Sunday, the stadium 
was packed to the rafters 
with 60.000 fans who had 
come to see Maradona who 
tested positive for an 
unidentified banned sub- 
stance after a match against 
Argentinos Juniors on 
August 24. 

The result was confirmed 
in a September 3 follow-up 
test, but his lawyers 
appealed, claimed the sam- 
ple tested was not 
Maradona's and then man- 
aged to have the automatic 
suspension lifted. 

Sources close to the veter- 


an said he had taken a per- 
sonal doping test on 
Saturday which proved neg- 
ative. and he voluntarily 
insisted on being tested 
before Sunday's game. He 
will also have another test 
on Monday. 

Maradona has admitted to 
a cocaine addiction but 
denied be used the drug to 
improve his game. He had 
already tested positive for 
drugs twice before — in 
1991 when he was playing 
for Napoli and during the 
1994 World Cup in the 
United States. 

The footballer is also due 
to appear in court on 
Wednesday to learn if he is 
to be imprisoned for shoot- 
ing at journalists with an 
air-gun in 1994. 


Shot put champs lend weight to Indian meet 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — World shot put 
champions John Godina and Astrid 
Kumbemuss lead a star-studded field tak- 
ing pan in an Indian invitation track and 
field meet here on Tuesday. 

Sri Lankan sprint queen Sushantika 
Jayasinghe, discus ace Jurgen Schult of 
Germany, middle-distance runner 
Hassiba Boulmefka of Algeria and 
Kenyan steeplechase stalwart Moses 
Kiptanui are some of the other prominent 
entries, organisers said Monday. 

Former Indian star P.T. Usha leads the 
home challenge during the day-night 
meet at the 80,000-capacity Jawaharlal 
Nehru stadium which features some 150 
athletes from 20 countries. 

All eyes will, however, be on shot put 
where American Godina renews his 
intriguing rivalry with Aleksander 
Bagach. of Ukraine, and Germany’s 
Kumbemuss makes her first appearance 
since winning the women’s overall Grand 
Prix title last week. 

Wild card Godina was awarded the gold 
medal at the world championships in 
Athens in August when Olympic bronze 
medallist Bagach, who finished first was 
disqualified for ephedrine violation. 


The duo will be further pushed by 
Bagach ’s team-mate Yuiry Belonog. who 
finished fourth at Athens. 

Godina will also take part in the discus 
against Schult whose world record throw 
of 74.08 meters in 1986 still remains 
unsurpassed. 

Kumbemuss. who earned 250.000 dol- 
lars for being declared the best woman 
athlete on this year’s Grand Prix circuit 
will be pitted against fellow German 
Stephanie Storp. 

Sri Lanka's Jayasinghe will run her first 
race on Indian soil since her remarkable 
silver medal in the 200 metres at Athens 
over fancied Merlene Ottey of Jamaica. 

Indian track and field officials expect to 
be awarded a lucrative Grand Prix event 
next year, only the second in Asia after 
Japan. 

Tuesday’s invitation meet will be 
India’s ninth in 12 years. Leading stars 
like Carl Lewis, Michael Johnson, Sergei 
Bubka, Said Aouita, Evelyn Ashford and 
Ottey have taken part in previous meets. 


Henman takes another ATP title 


TASHKENT (AFP) — Tim Henman 
, took the second ATP tour title of his 
career on Sunday, beating 
. Switzerland’s Marc Rosset 7-6 (7/2), 
. 6-4 in the final of the $405,000 
Presidents Cup in Tashkent 
It was sweet revenge for 22-year- 
. old Henman, ranked 20 in the world, 
as foe 6ft 5 ins Swiss beat him in the 
final of die European Community 
Championship in Antwerp seven 
months ago. 

. Henman, seeded two here, had to 
/be at his best to oust the second seed, 
£ former Olympic champion who 
beat top-seeded Russian Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov in three sets to reach the 


final showdown. 

The Briton showed he was fully 
over the elbow injury which plagued 
much of his season, taking the first 
set tie-break 7-2 against one of the 
world’s fastest servers having begun 
badly by dropping his opening ser- 
vice game. 

Having won his second service 
game only with some difficulty to 
avoid going 3-0 down, the British 
No. 2 quickly managed a break of 
his own after Rosset produced two 
double faults. Henman ev entuall y 
wrapped up the tiebreak with a run 
of five straight points. 

Rosset s saw his hopes finally 
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CINEMA-S 


TEL:699238 


CINEMA 


TEL:677420 




THE SAINT 


Alyssa Milano & 
William PeterserL.in 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 Shows T2:30, 3^0, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Antonio Banderas... in 

TWO MUCH 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 5:00, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 




CONCORD 

CONCORD -1- " 

Sandra Bullock & 
Samuel L Jackson... in 

A TIME TO KELL 

( 12 : 30 . 3 : 30 . 6 : 00 , 8 : 30 . 10 : 30 ) 

CONCORD -a- 

BATMAN & ROBIN 

Shows: 3:30, 5:45 only 


extinguished when he lost his sen's 
in the fifth game of the second set 
Henman promptly won three service 
games in a row to complete a fine 
win. 

The Briton’s decision not to play 
on the slow clay of his home toufflS’ 
ment in Bournemouth proved to 
have been a shrewd move as ^ 
secured his second career tide to 
to his debut triumph in Sydney 0 
January. 

But Henman, who was playing ^ 
fourth final of the year, will probaW. 
not move up in Monday's new 13 d *' 
ings because Spain's Albert Costa 
won the Marbella title Sunday. 


Hi sham Yanes Theatre 

TEL: 625155. 


Watch out for the new pl&y 

THE GOVERNMENT & 
THE SERVICE OF PEO#'* 

Starring Hisham Yanes , .- 
and Amal Dabbas 
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Members of the Sydney Organising Committee for the Olympic Games (SOCOG) 
stand together to form the sign *3 to Go’ in Sydney. The formation is to $>10601150 the 
^opening ceremony for the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games occuring on this day in three 
years time (Reuters photo) 

Olympic organisers deny funding 
crisis after gold pass scheme fails 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Olympic organisers Mon- 
day denied repons thar 
funding of the main games 
stadium may be in jeopardy 
because of failed efforts to 
market a gold pass scheme 
seen as a major revenue 
source. 

They say they are confi- 
dent die 10 . 000 - Australian 
dollar ($7,300.) gold passes 
will ultimately sell with the 
relaunch of a marketing 
campaign, but in any case 
k funding of the stadium is 
guaranteed and work is 
ahead of schedule. 

An Olympic Co-ordinat- 
ing Authority document 
leaked last week by the 
Sydney Morning Herald 
said the failure by major 
contractors Stadium Aus- 
tralia successfully 10 mar- 
ket its gold pass scheme 
could endanger the entire 
project. 

The document said the 
New South Wales govern- 


ment had been advised that 
failure of the scheme gave 
the Australia and New 
Zealand Banking Group 
grounds to avoid its com- 
mitment to provide Si 60 
million in loans towards the 
S600 million stadium pro- 
ject. 

“Stadium Australia is in 
significant financial diffi- 
culties with an inability to 
sell memberships, attact 
hirers and corporate tenants 
and a potential to be unable 
to fund completion of the 
stadium due to its primary 
debt provider withdraw- 
ing,” the document report- 
edly said. 

Stadium Australia won 
the bid to build the 
110 , 000 -seat stadium last 
year, with a proposal that 
most of the capital would 
be raised by selling 34,400 
gold pass memberships. 

These provide a seat in 
the main stadium through- 
out the 2000 Olympics and 


to events there for 30 years 
afterwards, but only abour a 
third were sold. The 
scheme has been criticised 
as being too expensive for 
most people. 

Stadium Australia 

spokeswoman Sue Cato 
said Monday that there was 
no funding issue and the 
Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group was not 
considering withdrawing. 

She agreed the gold pass 
scheme had failed but said a 
new campaign would be 
launched. *‘We remain con- 
fident of selling all the 
passes.” 

Olympics Minister 
Michael Knight said specu- 
lation that the funding was 
in jeopardy was predicated 
on the private sector 
defaulting. “I can't believe 
that the private sector 
would default in a project 
of this nature," he said. 


; International air race stops over 
j in Amman Thursday 

AMMAN tJ.T.) — An international team of 65 professional pilots will Thursday be 
met by His Majesty King Hussein when they arrive at Marka Airport on one stage of 
an international air race. 

Twenty-one planes are taking part, and Amman is the sixth stage of the race after 
Reykjavik. Strasbourg, Seville .Rome. Tel Aviv. The race will be resumed on Friday, 
to Trabzon and Adana in Turkey. 

The race is a follow up to Paris-Langkawi-Paris international air race which Jordan 
won in 1990 throush its team “Falcon of Jordan 


VACANCY 

Part-Time Development Assistant 

Diplomatic mission in Amman wishes to recruit a part-time 
Development Assistant. The successful applicant will be 
required to work three days a week (a total of 21 working 
hours;, both undertaking desk work and field travel. The 
job involves a variety of administrative support tasks, 
including assistance in processing of project proposals, 
project monitoring, report writing, maintenance of basic 
accounts, and maintenance of databases. 

Candidates with the following skills and qualifications are 
invited to apply for this post: 

• Excellent administrative and inter-personal skills. 
Ability to work effectively within a team. 

• Experience in field work and readiness to 
undertake field visits all over Jordan. 

• Good IT skills: Familianty with Word Processing 
on Microsoft Word. Excel and Access is a plus. 
Basic familiarity with accounting procedures. 

• Previous Development-related work experience 
;s an asset. 

■ Fluency in both Arabic and English. 

Piease send your CV to the following address: 

Job Application: Development Assistant 
P.O. Box 6062 
Amman, Jordan 
Fax No. 813759 

The closing date for applications is 
September 18, 1997. 


Rusedski 
shoots 
into top 
ten 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Greg Rusedski became 
the first British man ever 
to reach the top ten in the 
ATP world rankings with 
the publication of die 
new [Standings Monday, 
beating Roger Taylor’s 
24-year-old record of 
11 th.. 

Rusedski’s elevation 
was assured after he 
made the semi-finals of 
the Bournemouth 

International ATP event 
at the weekend. 

Taylor had claimed the 
number 11 spot in Sep- 
tember 1 973, meaning 
that Rusedski, beaten in 
the U.S. Open final in 
New York earlier this 
month, is the first British 
man to achieve a top 10 
ranking since they began 
in 1973. 

Canadian-born Ruseds- 
ki now has 2,277 points, 
having gained another 42 
points for his 
Bournemouth perfor- 
mance. Last year he exit- 
ed in the quarter-finals at 
the event. French Open 
champion Gustavo 
Kuerten drops down to 
11 th. 

World No. 1 Pete Sam- 
pras. bidding to clinch 
the year-end top ranking 
for the fifth straight year 
and emulate Jimmy Con- 
oors, retained his posi- 
tion, but has seen his lead 
trimmed back in the last 
fortnight as Michael 
Chang and U.S. Open 
champion Patrick Rafter 
moved into the frame. 

Sampras has more big 
tournament points to 
defend than his rivals — 
the standings are based 
on a player’s best 14 
results over 52 weeks. 

But the U.S. star still 
has a healthy points cush- 
ion with a total of 4,585 
points to Chang’s 3,442 
and Rafter’s 2,889. 

Since first climbing to 
the number one slot on 
April 12, 1993, Sampras 
has held the position for 
191 of the 232 weeks 
which have elapsed since. 

Rusedski meanwhile, 
who says he is “shat- 
tered” after his recent 
gruelling schedule, now 
has a week off before the 
Compaq Grand Slam Cup 
in Munich. 

He sai± “I've not had 
any time to relax recently. 
It’s great to make the top 
10 but I’m determined to 
go even higher.” 

British number two Tim 
Henman, who on Sunday 
landed the second ATP 
Tour title of his career 
beating Switzerland’s 
Marc Rosset to take the 
Presidents Cup in 
Tashkent, keeps his rank- 
ing of 20 . 

Spaniard Alberto Costa 
remained immediately 
above him after winning 
the Marbella title. 

Henman went from 
1,539 points to 1,725 and 
will need to win probably 
another two events if he 
is to have any chance of 
regain top spot as 
Britain’s No 1 player. 



THE LOCAL CONSULTING COMPANIES ARE 
INVITED TO SUBMIT OFFERS TO CONDUCT 
THE ISO 9002 QUALITY SYSTEM ASSESSMENT 
& IMPLEMENTATION FOR THE ARAB POTASH 
COMPANY . DETAILED TERMS AND CONDI- 
TIONS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE ARAB 
POTASH COMPANY HEAD OFFICE IN SHME- 
SANI ON 16 TH OF SEPTEMBER 1997 11p.m. 


Deadline : The final deadline for submitting the proposals 
| shall be October 6 th 

GENERAL MANAGER 
ENG. NASER AL-SADOUN 


ASIAN BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 


Jordan impressive in 95-62 defeat 
to Asian champions China 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN’S MEN'S 
national basketball team 
Monday lost 95-62 to title- 
holders China in the open- 
ing match of the second 
round of the 19th Asian 
Basketball Championship 
currently underway in 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, with 
15 teams taking part. 

Jordan Basketball Feder- 
ation (JBF) officials 
seemed content with the 
results against the powerful 
Asian team bidding for 
their sixth consecutive title. 

The Kingdom's team next 
play Saudi Arabia on Tues- 


day and the United Arab 
Emirates on Wednesday. 

Jordan and Chinese 
Taipei qualified from 
Group D. The Kingdom's 
team beat Indonesia 71-49 
and Kazakhstan 66-65 to 
qualify. They lost 68-60 to 
Chinese Taipei. 

Only the top two teams in 
each of the preliminary 
four groups moved to the 
second round. 

China and Iran qualified 
from Group A which also 
included the Philippines 
and Bahrain. 

South Korea and the 
United Arab Emirates qual- 
ified from Group B which 
also included India and 


Bangladesh. 

Japan and Saudi Arabia 
qu alifi ed from Group C 
which included Hong 
Kong. 

In the second round the 
top eight teams have been 
divided into two groups 
with the top two in each 
moving to the se mifin al 
round. 

Group A includes China, 
United Arab Emirates, 
Saudi Arabia, Jordan. 

Group B includes Iran, 
South Korea, Japan, Chi- 
nese Taipei. 

Bahrain, Bangladesh, 
Hong Kong, Indonesia, the 
Philippines, Indonesia and 
Kazakhstan will be playing 


for 9- 1 5th places. 

The team's qualification 
to the second round is a 
positive result taking into 
account the inadequate 
preparation for the event in 
which Jordan last took part 
in 1995 with the junior 
team and came in 13th. 

The national team’s best 
performance was a gold 
medal win at the 1985 Pan- 
Arab. Games in Morocco. 
On the Asian level, the 
under- 18 team won the 
bronze medal at the 1995 
Asian Junior Champi- 
onship enabling the team to 
become the first Jordanian 
team to qualify to a World 
Championship. 


Italy prepare UEFA Cup assault 


MILAN (AFP) — Italian 
clubs begin their four- 
pronged assault on the 
UEFA Cup this week, as 
the Serie A elite aim to 
avenge Inter Milan's nar- 
row defeat in last season’s 
final. 

Inter, who lost a penalty 
shoot-out under Roy Hodg- 
son to Schalke 04. return to 
the fray against Switzer- 
land's Neuchatel Xamax, 
this time with Brazilian 
striker Ronaldo leading the 
attack. 

Inter won this trophy in 
1991 and 1994, but coach 
Gigi Simoni claims to have 
little interest in adding a 
third. 

Asked why he did not 
want Sunday's game 
against Bologna brought 
forward a day — aS-Lazio, 
Sampdoria and Udinese all 
did — Simoni sai± 
“Because 1 wanted to give 
our South American players 
an extra day’s rest after 


their international matches 
on Wednesday. 

“This year, we're more 
interested in the League 
than the UEFA Cup.” 

Tuesday’s match at San 
Siro will be special for vet- 
eran defender Giuseppe 
Bergomi, who played his 
470th league game for Inter 
on Sunday, making him 
joint third with Franco 
Barest in Italy's all-time 
appearance list. 

Bergomi, now 33, will 
play in his 100th European 
Cup tie for the side against 
the Swiss, who should be 
easy prey for Simoni's side. 

Lazio have a much tricki- 
er match in Portugal against 
championship leaders Vito- 
ria Guimaraes, who have 
won all three league games 
this season. 

Coach Jean Pacheco, who 
was here for Lazio’s 1-1 
draw with AC Milan on 
Saturday, said: “I was really 
impressed by their great 


attacking qualities, their 
tactics and by the sheer 
power of Pierluigi Casir- 
aghi.” 

Lazio's coach Sven Goran 
Eriksson, an expert on Por- 
tuguese football after five 
successful years in charge 
of Benfica, is already aware 
of the danger. 

“When it comes to play- 
ing against Italians, the Por- 
tuguese always go flat out.” 
the Swede said.* 

Eriksson will have to re- 
shuffle his attack after the 
Milan game, in which a late 
penalty equaliser denied 
Fabio Capello’s side three 
points. 

The draw put Capello’s 
nose out of joint, but not as 
much as Alen Boksic's — 
who had his fractured in a 
collision with Milan 
defender Andre Cruz. The 
Croatian striker will be out 
for lOdays. 

Giuseppe Signori, who 
converted Saturday's spot- 


kick, will join an attacking 
trident with Casiraghi and 
Roberto Mancini — the 
scorer in Lazio’s 1-0 friend- 
ly win over Benfica in Lis- 
bon last month. 

Sampdoria are at home to 
Athletic Bilbao, and hoping 
for an end to the after- 
effects of international duty 
which marred Saturday’s 
performances of three keys 
players — German striker 
Jurgen Klinsmann and mid- 
field duo Juan Sebastian 
Veron of Argentina and 
Yugoslav S inisa Miha- 
jlovic. 

Udinese meanwhile face a 
Widzew Lodz side who are 
joint top in Poland — but 
who have unhappy memo- 
ries of playing against Ital- 
ian clubs. * 

Parma beat them 7-1 on 
aggregate last month in the 
’ Champions League quali- 
fiers, relegating the Poles to 
the first round of the UEFA 
Cup. 
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Indulge your senses; 

Venture into the unknown.. 

Opening soon in the heart of Abdoun, a visual experience 
known only in dreams in a most unique and sophisticated 
atmosphere . 


JOHN TRAVOLTA NICOLAS CAGE 
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FACE OFF 


GttSkia 1 and (jdMj0j2 will bring the latest movies through 
state-of-the-art light effects and sound systems; 

DOLBY DIGITAL, SRD, SDDS, DTS 

And screens wide enough to see the entire world. 


[GflLLTfilflJ It>s not i ust 0 Movie Theatre. 
\mm\J It’s a mind blowing revolution. 
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Albright announces 
talks between Greek 


and Turkish Cypriots 


LARNACA (AFP) — 
Cypriot President Glafcos 
Clerides and Turkish' 
Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash have agreed to 
meet to discuss security 
issues. U.S. Secretary' of 
State Madeleine Albright 
announced here on Monday. 

"I am pleased to announce 
that earlier today President 
Clerides and His Excellency 
Rauf Denktash informed 
the United States of their 
willingness to meet soon on 
Cyprus to discuss security 
issues” she said. 

‘This is a substantia] step 
for improving the climate 
for serious negotiations on 
the core political issues." 


Ms. Albright told reporters 
after arriving here trom 
Beirut at < the end of a 
Middle East tour. 

‘Today's announcement is 
an expression of the same 
spirit to settle differences 
peacefully and not through 
the threat of force that 1 
helped the Turkish and 
Greek leadership arrive at in 
Madrid a few months ago." 
she added. 

U.S. envoy for Cyprus 
Thomas Miller held sepa- 
rate talks in the divided city 
of Nicosia on Monday with 
Messrs. Clerides and 
Denktash, who failed to 
make any progress during 
intercommuna) talks in 


Switzerland last month. 

Mr. Miller's trip is aimed 
at paving the way for a visit 
later this year by U.S. presi- 
dential envoy Richard 
Holbrooke, architect of the 
Dayton peace agreement in 
the former Yugoslavia. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since Turkey invaded the 
northern thind of the island 
in 1 974 in reaction to a coup 
in Nicosia aimed at uniting 
the island with Greece. 

The Turkish-Cypriots set 
up a breakaway republic in 
1983. but the entity is 
recognised only by Ankara 
which maintains 35.000 
troops there. 


Palestinians seen holding 


key to economic summit 


DUBAI (R) — Palestinian 
satisfaction with the progress 
of the Middle East peace 
process is the key to the suc- 
cess or failure of a controver- 
sial economic summit in the 
Gulf in November. Gulf ana- 
lysts and diplomats said 
Monday. 

At stake is the participation 
of regional powerhouse 
Saudi Arabia and some other 
wealthy Gulf Arab oil states 
who support the Palestinians 
politically and financially. 

Most of them usually take 
their cue from the Saudis 
whrf, along with the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA). have said 
they would boycott the annu- 
al Middle East. and North 
• Africa (MENA) economic 
summit being arranged in 
Doha, capital of the Gulf 
state of Qatar, if Israel took 
pan. 

The Saudis have urged 
neighbouring Qatar to cancel 
it. 

Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Saud Al Faisal told 
the Arabic newspaper AI 
: Hayat the summit was not on 
the agenda of a weekend 
meeting of Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCCl foreign min- 
isters. 

“It is not on the agenda... it 
wall, be dealt with within the 
firework of the Arab 
League.” he said. “What is 
important now is putting the 
peace process back on its 
essential track of the Madrid 
agreement, land for peace 
and the Osjo accord." 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has said it would also 
boycott the Doha gathering if 
Israel was represented. 
Kuwait. Oman and Bahrain 
have yet to decide. Qatar, the 
sixth member of the GCC. 


said the summit was on 
schedule and would go 
ahead. 

Gulf analysts and diplo- 
mats said the participation of 
many countries in the sum- 
mit depended on Palestinian 
satisfaction with the peace 
process now in crisis over 
Jewish settlements in Arab 
east Jerusalem and Islamist 
bombings. 

"There should be real 
progress in the peace 
process. Real progress 
means that if the Palestinians 
say 'we are satisfied now, 
things are going on crack' at 
least this is the start." one 
Gulf diplomat said 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, who 
met the six Gulf Arab foreign 
ministers in Saudi Arabia 
Sunday, urged GCC states to 
take pan in the summit and 
thus support long-term 
prospects for peace. 

“The Doha summit is 
another opportunity to con- 
vey a message to the world 
that the Middle East can be a 
source of economic 
dynamism and opportunity 
and that the Gulf states are 
active in diversifying their 
own interests and building 
regional prosperity.” she 
said 

“It will send a message to 
the opponents of peace that 
they can neither dictate poli- 
cy nor hold back progress 
towards a region in which all 
will share the benefits of 
greater stability and rising 
prosperity.” 

Prince Saud said after- 
wards that Albright’s asser- 
tion of the principle of land 
for peace as well as the inad- 
missability of unilateral deci- 
sions that could harm the 
final stages of negotiations 


were a good start for putting 
matters in their right place 
and moving the peace 
process forward. 

“There's a feeling of wel- 
coming the visit," a Gulf 
diplomat said “At the same 
time, we’re seeing some 
promising signs, some small 
steps. But everything 
depends on whether there 
will be real progress." 

The diplomat said the 
smaller GCC states were 
likely to follow the lead of 
Saudi Arabia. 

“If Saudi Arabia does 
decide to go I think others 
will go. The Saudis' position 
is very clear. They will not 
go unless they feel there is 
real progress. That depends 
on the Palestinians.” 

That was why there were 
continuous consultations, 
with Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat going to Egypt 
Monday, Syrian President 
Hafez Assad going there 
Thursday, and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan going to Saudi 
Arabia Tuesday. 

“Basically, the word has to 
come from them 
[Palestinians]— that’s why, 
for example, when they 
signed the Oslo agreement, 
although some people were 
not happy with the terms, 
everybody said ‘if this is 
what the Palestinians want, 
fine. They know their prob- 
lem better than us and what- 
ever they opt for. we have to 
support them'.” 

Gulf News daily said there 
was no need for GCC coun- 
tries to sit with Israel. “Not 
now, not in November, not in 
the future. Not unless Israel 
changes its attitude — or its 
leadership.” 


Leah calls Netanyahu’s plan to lay 
flowers on Rabin’s garve ‘fraud’ 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

Yitzhak Rabin's widow 
said Monday that it was 
better that Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu can- 
celled plans to lay a wreath 
at the site of her husband's 
assassination. 

“There is no reason for 
such a public relations 
trick. 'lor this fraud, this 
hypocrisy, to lav a wreath 
where Rabin'fell. ruined by 
an assassin — a missionary 
of an enormous, terrible 
propaganda campaign 
against him.” Leah Rabin 
said on Israel Army radio. 

Ms. Rabin has repeatedly 
accused Mr. Netanyahu of 
leading a campaign of 
right-wing incitement 
against her husband as he 
negotiated land-for-peace 
agreements with the 
Palestinians. 

Mr. Netanyahu was oppo- 
sition leader during Rabin's 
term as prime minister. 

Rabin was shot and killed 
by a Jewish extremist as he 
left a peace rally at a Tel 
Aviv square in November 
1995. The gunman. Yigal 
Amir, said he killed Rabin 
to prevent transfer of land 
to the Palestinians. Amir is 


serving a life sentence. 

In the opposition's cam- 
paign against the peace 
agreements, Rabin was 
repeatedly portrayed as a 
traitor. 

“I want to stress and 
stress again that 1 do not 
release Benyamin 

Netanyahu from responsi- 
bility for this because he 
participated in the incite- 
ment” Ms. Rabin said 
Monday. 

“Not only have I not seen 
any attempt at reconcilia- 
tion, but I hear all the time 
the terrible blame he places 
on the previous govern- 
ment for everything" that is 
happening now " she 
added. T will not forget, 
and I will not forgive.” 

Mr. Netanyahu was to 
have laid the wreath 
Tuesday as pan of a tour of 
Tel Avjv schools. Mr. 
Netanyahu’s senior adviser. 
David Bar-Man, was not 
immediately available for 
comment. 

”1 Netanyahu | doesn't like 
to be booed. He should rake 
a page out of Yitzhak's 
book. He wasn’t afraid of 
going anywhere, even if he 
knew they would demon- 
strate against him.' Leah 
Rabin lold Israel Radin. 


Ms. Rabin said anti- 
Netanyahu protesters 
would have turned out at 
Yitzhak Rabin square 
Tuesday had the prime 
minister gone ahead with 
plans for the ceremony dur- 
ing a tour of Tel Aviv. 

A spokesman for Mr. 
Netanyahu said “It was 
cancelled for security rea- 
sons. They would have had 
to close off all of Ibn 
Gvirol street,” referring to 
a main Tel Aviv thorough- 
fare near the square. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s rightist 
Likud Party issued a state- 
ment condemning Ms. 
Rabin's remarks. 

“It is regrettable that Mrs. 
Rabin, in her words and 
behaviour, does not respect 
herself or the memory of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin” the statement said. 

Last week, NTs.-. Rabin 
signed a peace document 
with Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat to mark the 
four-year anniversary of 
the first mutual recognition 
agreement between Israel 
and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) that was signed 
with a White House hand- 
shake by Rabin and Mr. 
Arafat. 



Sinn Fein President Gerry Adams (centre) aiTives for the first day of the Northern Ireland peace talks at Stormont 
Monday. Flanking Mr. Adams are party negotiators Caiomhghin O'Caolain (left) and Martin McGuinness. The Ulster 
Unionist Party was still uncertain whether they would meet Sinn Fein in the face-to-face talks (Reuters photo) 



200,000 people 
visit Mother 


Teresa in cyberspace 

CALCUTTA (AFP) __ 
Around 200.000 people have 
visited a Mother Teresa web- 
site since her death, a compa- 
ny official said here Monday • 
Debashish Bhattacharya, cti I 
porate affairs manager of 1 
India on Internet, said more 
than 1 130.000 him were 
recorded on Saturday, the day 
of the Roman Catholic nun's 
funeral. He said: “Several ' 

hundred people have also [eft i 

messages in our on-line con- f 
dolence book. We will keep 1 
the website going for some i 
lime. “It's appropriate. I 
Mother Teresa remains pan ! 
of Calcutta and India.” | 

Shevardnadze to 
receive Onassis Prize 


Unionists shun opening session of 
N. Ireland talks but rule out boycott 


BELFAST (AFP) — 
Historic multi-party talks 
on the future of Northern 
Ireland opened here 
Monday with Sinn Fein fac- 
ing a row of empty chairs as 
Ulster's unionist leaders 
stayed away. 

But Ulster Unionist Parry 
leader David Trimble said 
his party was not going to 
boycott the negotiations. 
He said “we intend to be 
present as soon as possi- 
ble.” 

The party, the biggest rep- 
resenting the province's 
Protestant majority, and 
smaller unionist parties 
cannot stomach sitting 
down at the same table with 
Sinn Fein, the political 
wing of the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), 
which is attending the 
negotiations for the first 
time. 

The absence of the 
Unionists ■ somewhat 
detracted from the “his- 
toric” nature of Sinn Fein’s 
entry into the 1 5-month-old 
dialogue. 

Mr." Trimble said the 
Unionists had begun dis- 
cussions on “precise proce- 
dural agreements for our 
involvement in the multi- 
party talks” and was due to 
meet later with talks chair- 
man, former U.S. Senator 
George Mitchell. 

“Depending on the 
progress made in these dis- 


cussions we intend to be 
present at Stormont as soon 
as possible,”, he said. 

Ulster Unionist sources 
said Mr. Trimble wants Sen.. 
Mitchell to find some for- 
mula which would allow 
the party to take part with- 
out having to come face-to- 
face with Sinn Fein. 

But the party would not 
be satisfied with a Dayton 
solution a form of proximi- 
ty talks which led to a peace 
accord for the Bosnian cri- 
sis. the sources said. 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams, who arrived earlier 
at Stormont Castle where 
the talks are taking place, 
said of the unionists: “If 
they are not here today, they 
will be here tomorrow, or 
the next day. or the next 
day. The sooner the better. 
But they’ll be there.” 

He said the negotiations 
“could be the beginning of 
the end of conflict on this 
island. For the first time 
since partition,. I've been 
invited here. We’ve come 
here armed only with our 
electoral mandate. 1 want to 
see the end to British juris- 
diction on this island." 

Loyalist fringe parties the 
Progressive Unionist Party 
and the Ulster Democratic 
Party, also boycotted the 
opening session. The radi- 
cal Democratic Unionist 
Party and the United 
Kingdom Lfaionist Party 


have said they will not take 
pan at all. 

Political observers said 
the peace train was under 
way, even if not everyone 
was on board and they 
expected the unionists to 
become involved within 
days. 

Only hours before 
Monday's session Britain 
and Ireland issued a state- 
ment giving fresh assur- 
ances to the unionists on the 
key issues of consent and 
arms decommissioning to 
persuade them to partici- 
pate. 

A joint statement by 
Prime Minister Tony Blair 
and his Irish counterpan. 
Bertie Ahem, said both 
governments would “like to 
see the decommissioning of 
some paramilitary arms 
during the negotiations.” 

And they underlined that 
consent was a guiding prin- 
ciple for the talks. 

Mr. Trimble said he found 
the governments’ statement 
“useful” and encouraging, 
particularly the “clear state- 
ments on actual decommis- 
sioning during talks — lan- 
guage that the Irish govern- 
ment would not use in 
July.” 

Unionists have cited their 
doubts over the IRA’s will- 
ingness to disarm as the 
talks progress as one of the 
main stumbling blocks to 
participation. 


Sinn Fein, signed up to 
the decomissioning propos- 
als last week, but the IRA, 
which declared a ceasefire 
at the end of July, has said it 
had difficulty in accepting 
that it “surrender” its 
weapons before the talks 
conclude. 

The decommissioning 
principles are one of six 
ground rules on democracy 
and non-violence drawn up 
by an international commis- 
sion led by Sen. Mitchell. 

Monday's statement by 
Prime Minister Blair and 
Prime Minister Ahem sets 
out in black and white their 
views on the issue of 
decommissioning weapons. 

It said the two govern- 
ments saw “resolution of 
the decommissioning issue 
as an indispensable part of 
the process of riegotiarion.’' 

Both governments wanted 
“to see the decommission- 
ing of some paramilitary 
arms during the negotia- 
tions. as progress is made in 
the political talks.” 

On consent, both govern- 
ments “reaffirm that the aim 
of the negotiations is to 
achieve a new and lasting 
agreement, addressing the 
totality of relationships, 
which commands the con- 
sent of both unionists and 
nationalists.” 


India and Pakistan to resume fragile dialogue 
amidst border duels and ‘tit-for-tat’ expulsions 


NEW DELHI (R) — India 
and Pakistan resume a fragile 
dialogue here on Tuesday to 
try to build trust after tensions 
caused by cross-border 
artillery duels in disputed 
Kashmir and tit-for-tat expul- 
sions of diplomats. 

Pakistani Foreign Secretary 
Shamshad Ahmad arrived in 
the Indian capital on Monday 
and said the two countries aim 
to activate working groups on 
issues dial divide them during 
the three-day talks. 

But hopes for improving ties 
have dimmed due .to the 
Kashmir artillery exchanges 
over the past two months, and 
expulsions of junior embassy 
personnel announced over the 
weekend. 

“The cross-border firing and 
the expulsions on the eve of 
the talks hpve made tilings 
pretty tense.” Jyoundra Nath . 
Dixit, a former Indian foreign 
secrecaiy,said.' v 

Both countries had agreed at 
the last round of talks in June 
in Islamabad tp set up mecha- 
nisms, “to address > n a pur- 
poseful and integrated manner 


all outstanding issues includ- 
ing the issue of Jammu and 
Kashmir,” Mr. Ahmad said in 
a brief airport statement. 

these issues included a mili- 
tary stand-off on the remote 
Siachen glacier as well as 
maritime boundary demarca- 
tion, peace and security and 
trade. 

“Our discussions during this 
round will focus on opera- 
tionalising the agreed mecha- 
nism," he said. 

India's Foreign Secretary K. 
Raghunath said the new 
mechanisms would “lay the 
basis for a comprehensive and 
sustained dialogue between 
our two countries on a wide 
range of subjects.” 

The two sides chose to be 
ambiguous on how the central 
issue of Kashmir would be 
handled, despite the warm lan- 
iguage. 

■ Asked if there would be a 
separate working group on 
'Kashmir. Pakistan's Mr. 
Ahmad said: “it’s a question 
of nomenclature... Kashmir is 
one of the Issues that has been 
identified in the last round." 


At the June meeting there 
was conflicting interpretation 
over what had been agreed on 
the matter of Kashmir, the 
region over which the two 
sides have fought two wars. 

While New Delhi said that it 
had agreed to discuss Kashmir 
as part of the dialogue 
between the two senior diplo- 
mats. Islamabad said there 
would be a separate working 
group focusing on the core 
issue of Kashmir. 

Both nations at the start of 
this week's dialogue pledged 
to carry the dialogue further. 
"Given the political will and 
sincerity of purpose we see no 
reason why this should not 
mark the beginning of a 
process which would ulti- 
mately lead to cooperative and 
good neighbourly relations,” 
Mr. Ahmad said. 

India's, commitment to the 
peace talks is “firm and 
unequivocal notwithstanding 
the complexities and difficul- 
ties which might present 
themselves from time to 
time.” Foreign Secretary 
Raghunath said. 


Formal talks open Tuesday 
and will last three days. 

The official-level talks will 
be followed in short order by a 
summit meeting between 
Indian Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral and his 

Pakistani counterpart Nawaz 
Sharif in New York on Sept 
23. The Indian government 
announced the date on 

Monday. 

“I am glad that talks are tak- 
ing place, but there is nothing 
more to it." Mr. Dixit told 
Reuters. The two nations are 
meeting Ibr the third time this 
year after breaking a three- 
yew stalemate in March. The 
talks will also be the first since 
the 50th anniversary in 
August of Britain's partition 
of the sub-continent, which 
created the two warring neigh- 
bours. Some analysts said that 
the political drive behind the 
peace process was flagging./ 
"It had become apparent that - 
rhe political impulse imparted 
at the highest level that had 
been given to the process was 
in sharp decline," the Pioneer 
newspaper said on Monday. 
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ATHENS (AFP) — Greek 
Prime Minister Costa*. 
Simitis paid tribute Monday 
to Georgian President Eduard 
Shevardnadze, as the latter 
prepared to pick up an award 
for promoting international 
understanding. Shevardnadze 
will receive the awanJ 
Tuesday from the Onassis 
Foundation. Simitis said the 
Georgian head of state “has 
transformed the international 
scene... so that friendship and 
peace reign throughout 
Europe.” 

Dubai 

cradcs down on 
unwanted Romeos 

DUBAI (AFP) — The Gulf 
Emirate of Dubai is pressing 
on with a crackdown against 
men who harass women in 
public places, a campaign 
that is producing results, offi- 
cials said Monday. 
Plainclothes security men in 
this key United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) commercial 
centre arrested two youths 
Sunday. 'The a/rests were 
part of an ongoing campaign 
against those who harass 
women in public places.” 
newspapers quoted a police 
statement 

TV queen Oprah 
stays on as host of 
top-rate talk show 

CHICAGO (AFP) — US. 
television queen Oprah 
Winfrey announced here 
Monday that she was staying 
on as host of the most popu- 
lar U.S. talk show until the 
end of the decade. She made 
the much-awaited announce- 
ment jointly with King World 
Productions, the company 
that syndicates the Emmy 
Award-winning “The Oprah 
Winfrey Show” which is 
watched daily by 20 million 
people across the United 
States. “I want to use televi- 
sion not only to entertain, but 
to help people lead better 
lives.” Oprah said as she 
kicked off her show's 12th 
season. 

Playboy 
heiress could 
set up erotic TV 
channel in Poland 

WARSAW (AFP) r 
Playboy heiress Christ* 
Hefner, buoyed by the suc- 
cess of the renowned men ' 
magazine in Poland, said 
Monday she may set up ajj 
erotic television \ channel 
there. - The head of\Plaj^ 
Enterprises said she waniw 
to keep abreast of demand m 
the country for erotic im^ 
Independent television eftioj 
say there is a great demand 
for erotica on relevtf'j* 1 
which licences granted^ 
authorities so far have I*” 1 
unable to satisfy. 
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Turkish students start under secular school law 


ANKARA (AFP) — Nearly 
13 million Turkish pupils 
went to school Monday on the 
first day of the new academic 
year which marked an anti- 
Islamie . education reform 
causing social unrest 
“The eightyear education 
reform is a vital move to boost 
our schooling system and pre- 
pare our children for contem- 
porary life,” President 
Suleyman Demirel said in a 
statement 


Under the new school law 
which was prepared by the 
secular government of Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz and 
passed by parliament in 
August, a five-year compulso- 
ry preliminary education peri- 
od has been raised to eight 
year?. However, the practical 
effect became the closure of 
hundreds of state-run sec- 
ondary schools with religious 
education that train imams, or 
local Islamic leaders. 


This year no new pupils 
could enrol in those schools, 
which will effectively be 
closed after their current stu- 
dents graduate in two years. 

The anti-Islamic school law 
is part of a plan backed by the 
pro-secular military to curb 
rising Islamic movements in 
Turkey. 

Former Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan, who was 
the first Islamist government 
chid in the 74-year history of 


the secular Turkish Republic, 
resigned in June after one year 
of rifts with the powerful 
army. The military and secular 
groups consider the religious 
schools as institutions bring- 
ing up potential Islamic fun- 
damentalists. 

The school law has prompt- 
ed intensive public protests 
throughout the country by 
Islamist groups, including Mr. 
Erbakan s Welfare Party. 


Tightrope walkers 
cross the Thames 
simultaneously 

LONDON (R) -JJJ 
tightrope walkers 
ry when they 
crossed the River 
after setting out ftp* 11 
site banks. American l 
Kindar-Martin, 23y_ 
hands with F*®* w 
Didier Pasquetie, 2* 
then gracefully stepf£ ^ 
him at mid-pointi* u* ■ 
metre walk. 
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